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Digital Policy 
 

Cybersecurity 

The work of the European institutions on the Cyber Resilience Act (CRA) is 

progressing. 

In the Parliament, discussions are still taking place regarding the lead on the file. 

While the ITRE Committee has already been appointed as the Committee 

responsible, IMCO is still currently fighting for co-responsibility. Meanwhile, the LIBE 

Committee remains the Committee appointed for opinion.  

The ITRE Committee aims at publishing its draft report by the end of March, but 

because of the delays caused by the conflict of competences between the ITRE and 

IMCO Committee, this might be postponed. If the ITRE draft report is published by 

the end of March the vote in plenary might occur in June or July, so that, based on a 

timely general approach from the Council, trilogues could start after the summer.  

In the Council, the Swedish Presidency published its first compromise proposal in 

February. It was published in two different parts: part 1 (covering Article 5, 10-17 and 

Annexes I & II) and part 2 (covering Article 6, 18-24 and Annex III). 

 

Main changes 

• Article 6 (critical products with digital elements and highly critical products 
with digital elements): a few changes are introduced on the explanations 
concerning which categories of products belong to criticality class I and class II  

• Article 10 (obligations of manufacturers): a few changes are introduced. For 
example, manufacturers shall determine the period of time after the placing 
on the market of a product, during which they shall ensure that the 
vulnerabilities of that product are handled effectively. For products with digital 
elements which have a lifetime of more than five years, this shall not be less 
than five years.  

INTERNAL MARKET 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52022PC0454
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• Article 11 (reporting obligations of manufacturers):  it introduces the 
designation of coordinators (CSIRT) for the purpose of coordinated 
vulnerability disclosure of Member States, to take place through a single 
reporting platform. The coordinators should be the ones to report to ENISA 
(the EU Agency for Cybersecurity) 

• Annexes (cybersecurity requirements and classes and categories of critical 
products): many changes were introduced using different terms in an attempt 
to reduce legal uncertainty 

 
In the Council, a telecommunications meeting is planned for 2 June, during which 

either a general approach or a progress report will be presented. 

 

  

 

Construction Products Regulation (CPR) 
On 23 January 2023, a debate in the Internal Market Committee (IMCO) of the 

European Parliament was carried out to discuss the amendments tabled on the 

revision of the CPR. The IMCO rapporteur, Christian Doleschal (EPP, Germany) 

announced that 660 amendments (514 – 733 and 734 – 954) had been tabled to his 

draft report. Although there is consensus on the scope of the regulation, the issue of 

whether or not direct installation of construction products should be covered by the 

CPR remains open. The rapporteur proposed deleting direct installation from the 

scope of the CPR as well as excluding 3D-printed construction products. Several 

amendments also highlighted the introduction of a product passport for construction 

products, and what information should be included in this digital format. Other 

amendments submitted concern procedural matters, notably the question of what 

would happen if a standard did not comply with the underlying standardisation 

request or the legal framework and could therefore not be included by the 

Commission in the EU Official Journal. The rapporteur believes that the focus should 

be on resolving the current standardisation backlog to ensure that products which are 

essential for constructions are not omitted.  

The next IMCO meeting to debate compromise amendments is currently scheduled 

for 24 April, to be followed by the IMCO vote on 23 May. The date of the plenary vote 

has not yet been announced, but it is expected to take place in June or July.  

As far as the Council discussions are concerned, the Working Party on Technical 

Harmonisation (Construction Products) has held four meetings since January 2023, 

making progress on the examination of the Swedish Presidency’s compromise 

Author : 

Priscilla Nangeroni 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/IMCO-AM-739827_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/IMCO-AM-739828_EN.pdf
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proposal, notably with regard to the following issues: direct installation, mandatory 

standards (Article 4) and transitional structure (Articles 92-93). 

Alongside the legislative process on the revision of the CPR, parallel discussions are 

continuing regarding the CPR Technical Acquis. The European Commission expert 

group on the CPR Technical Acquis Process Steering Group met in February 2023 to 

review the work carried out by the first two product families going through the 

process, namely precast normal/lightweight/autoclaved aerated concrete products 

and structural metallic products and ancillaries. In addition to these product groups, 

a horizontal thematic subgroup dealing with environmental sustainability was 

launched in the last quarter of 2022. The next product families will start the process 

before the summer and a fast-track system might be launched for those further down 

the priority list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Policy 
 

2030 Digital Compass 

On 23 February, the European Commission unveiled a series of measures with the 

goal of achieving widespread Gigabit connectivity across the EU by 2023, as part of 

Europe's Digital Decade plan. These initiatives aim to transform the connectivity 

sector within the EU and ensure that both citizens and businesses have access to high-

speed internet. 

The initiatives on connectivity consist of: 

• A proposal for a ‘Gigabit Infrastructure Act’, a regulation that will introduce new 
rules to facilitate faster and more affordable Gigabit network deployment 
throughout the EU. 

• A draft Gigabit recommendation, to advise National Regulatory Authorities on 
the terms of access to telecom networks for operators with significant market 
power. 

Issues of General Interest 

 

Author : 

Ioana Smarandache 

 

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/europes-digital-decade-digital-targets-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/93925
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/93961
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• An exploratory consultation on the future of the connectivity sector and its 
infrastructure, which will be carried out to gather feedback on how future 
technological advancements and increasing connectivity demands may 
impact the sector's development and infrastructure needs. The consultation 
will close on 19 May 2023.  

 

 

 

 

Machinery Regulation (MR) 
The provisional agreement on the Machinery Regulation, struck by the co-legislators 

on 15 December 2022, was formally adopted by the Committee of Permanent 

Representatives (COREPER) in the Council on 25 January, as well as by the European 

Parliament’s Internal Market Committee (IMCO) on 2 March.   

In terms of next steps, the adoption of the final text in the Parliament plenary is 

foreseen to take place on 17 April, after which the Competitiveness (COMPET) Council 

is expected to formally endorse the regulation, which will pave the way towards its 

publication in the EU Official Journal.  

 

 

 

Standardisation Policy 
An own-initiative (INI) report on standardisation is currently being discussed in the 

European Parliament’s Internal Market Committee (IMCO), which highlights the 

Parliament’s priorities on standardisation in the single market and at the global level. 

Although this initiative has no binding legislative effect, it puts forward the 

Parliament’s priorities on standardisation in the single market and at a global level. It 

may also feed into the Commission’s upcoming work on standardisation and that of 

European Standardisation Organisations, including the possible future revision of the 

Standardisation Regulation. The rapporteur responsible for the file is Adam Bielan 

(ECR, Poland). 

Following the publication of the draft report on 14 November, IMCO MEPs tabled 156 

amendments which were published on 2 February. Most amendments are positive, 

notably those that uphold the integrity, inclusiveness, and accessibility of the 

Author : 

Priscilla Nangeroni 
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https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/consultations/future-electronic-communications-sector-and-its-infrastructure
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/IMCO/AG/2023/03-02/1272098EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/IMCO-PR-737208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/IMCO-AM-742355_EN.pdf
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European standardisation system, mentioning standardisation as an important pillar 

for the successful implementation of the New Legislative Framework. However, some 

amendments remove references related to the market-driven nature of standards or 

to the fact that standards are not an extension of EU law. There is also an amendment 

which specifies that standards can be made mandatory through delegated acts, 

which undermines the voluntary nature of harmonised standards.  

The vote on the report in IMCO is intended to take place on 27 March and will be 

followed by the plenary vote, indicatively scheduled for 8 May.  

 

  

Author : 

Ioana Smarandache 
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oS meeting on 

10 November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU – UK (Brexit) 
On 26 February, The President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, 

and the British Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak, hailed the new political agreement 

between the European Union and the United Kingdom as the opening of a new 

chapter in relations between the two. Ties have been uneasy ever since the UK left 

the EU more than three years ago, hindering the development of much-needed 

cooperation in areas such as defence and scientific research. The new agreement in 

principle, called the Windsor Framework, modifies trade rules for Northern Ireland, 

which have been a source of heated debate in the post-Brexit UK. The deal seeks to 

resolve tensions caused by the Ireland/Northern Ireland protocol, a complex 

agreement which sets trading rules for Northern Ireland – allowing it to access the EU 

single market and thus avoid a 'hard border' on the island of Ireland – that the 

Government agreed before the UK left the EU, but has since maintained are 

unworkable. 

For more information: see here 

 

 

 

Free Trade Agreements – overview 
Country Current Status 

Singapore Trade and investment agreements were adopted in October 2018. On 21 
November 2019, the Free Trade Agreement entered into force.  

Issues of General Interest 

 

MARKET ACCESS 

Author : 

Elena Macaferri 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_23_1270
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Investment Protection Agreement to be ratified by all the Member States 
before entering into force. See here for more information. 
 

Vietnam The Free Trade Agreement entered into force on 1 August 2020. The 
Commission has updated its Guidance on the Rules of Origin. See here for 
more information. 

Mercosur Ongoing negotiations for a free trade agreement. In June 2019, the EU and 
Mercosur reached a political agreement.  

China Ongoing negotiations for an Investment Agreement. Agreement in principle 
was reached on 30 December 2020. 
More information: here. 

Australia Ongoing negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement. The 13th round of 
negotiations took place in October.  On 21 October 2022, the framework 
agreement between the EU and Australia entered into force. 
The negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement are ongoing. Please see further 
information: here. 

New 
Zealand 

On 30 June 2022, the EU and New Zealand concluded negotiations for a 
Trade Agreement. The text of the agreement can be found here. Once the 
European Parliament has given its consent, and once the agreement has 
been ratified by New Zealand, it can then enter into force. Click here for more 
information. 
 

Indonesia Ongoing negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement. See further information: 
here 

Tunisia Negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement are at a standstill due to the change 
of government in Tunisia and civil society protests. See here for more 
information. 

Chile On 9 December 2022, the EU and Chile concluded negotiations on the EU-
Chile Advanced Framework Agreement. Both the EU and Chile will proceed 
with the legal verification of the agreement 

ESA 
(Eastern and 
Southern 
Africa 
countries: 
Comoros, 
Madagascar, 
Mauritius, 
Seychelles, 
and 
Zimbabwe) 

Ongoing negotiations to deepen the existing Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA). See here for more information.  
 

India On 25 April 2022, the EU and India launched the EU-India Trade and 
Technology Council. On 17 June 2022, the EU and India formally on a Free 

https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/singapore/eu-singapore-agreement_en
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/sites/taxation/files/evfta-guidance.pdf
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/vietnam/eu-vietnam-agreement_en
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2039
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/china/eu-china-agreement_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/10/21/eu-australia-relations-framework-agreement-enters-into-force-today/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/10/21/eu-australia-relations-framework-agreement-enters-into-force-today/
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/australia/eu-australia-agreement_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_4158
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/new-zealand/eu-new-zealand-agreement/text-agreement_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/new-zealand/eu-new-zealand-agreement_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/indonesia/eu-indonesia-agreement_en
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/tunisia/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_7569
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/eastern-and-southern-africa-esa_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_2643
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_2643
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Trade Agreement, an investment protection agreement, and geographical 
indications. See here for more information. 
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https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/india_en
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RoHS2 Directive  
 

Renewal of exemptions   

The Consultant’s report on the RoHS Pack 23 (exemptions 8(b), 8(b)-I, 9(a)-II, 13(a), 

13(b), 13(b)-I, 13(b)-II, 13(b)-III, 15, 15(a)) has been recently published. You can find it 

here 

 

 

 

Circular Economy Policy 
 

Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation 

The work in the European Parliament and Council of the EU on their respective 
positions and amendments to the European Commission’s proposal is ongoing. The 

most recent tentative milestones are as follows: 

European Parliament: 

• Leading Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
(ENVI): 

o Vote – 05 June 2023 

• Associated Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO): 
o Vote – 24 April 2023 

• Associated Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE): 
o Vote – 28 March 2023 

 
Council of the EU: 

• Competitiveness Council (Internal Market, Industry, Research and Space): 

ENVIRONMENT 

Author : 

Elena Maccaferri 

 

https://rohs.biois.eu/RoHS_Pack-23_Report_Final_20221220.pdf
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o General approach – 22 May 2023 

Additionally, on 1 February 2023, the Commission launched a call for evidence and 
public consultation on the new products and measures that will possibly fall under 

the first ESPR Working Plan. 

Based on preliminary assessments, the Commission has listed 12 end-use, 7 

intermediary products and 3 horizontal measures as potentially suitable for the first 

working plan: 

• End-use products: Textiles and Footwear; Furniture; Ceramic Products; Tyres; 
Detergents; Bed Mattresses; Lubricants; Paints and Varnishes; Cosmetic 
Products; Toys; Fishing Nets and Gears; Absorbent Hygiene Products; 

• Intermediary products: Iron and Steel; Non-Ferrous Metals; Aluminium; 
Chemicals; Plastic and Polymers; Paper, Pulp Paper and Boards; Glass; 

• Horizontal measures: Durability; Recyclability; Post-Consumer Recycled 
Content.  
 

The deadline to respond is 25 April 2023. 

For more information, please consult the consultation webpage, and the 

Commission's Joint Research Centre’s (JRC) background work and analysis. 

 

 

 

Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) 

On 30 November 2022 , the European Commission adopted its legislative proposal for 
a Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR), revising the current Directive. 

Stakeholders are invited to provide feedback to the Commission on the adopted text 
until 24 April 2023, which will then be summarised and presented to the European 
Parliament and Council with the aim of feeding into the legislative debate. 

The European Parliament has selected the committees and respective rapporteurs 
and shadow rapporteurs that will propose amendments which will become the 
Parliament’s negotiating position for the future trilogues with the Council of the EU. 
The tentative milestones timeline is as follows: 

• Leading Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) 

Rapporteur: Frédérique Ries (RE, Belgium) 

o Debate – 04 May 2023 

Author : 

Dimitar Kolichev 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13682-New-product-priorities-for-Ecodesign-for-Sustainable-Products_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13682-New-product-priorities-for-Ecodesign-for-Sustainable-Products_en
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/635/documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13682-New-product-priorities-for-Ecodesign-for-Sustainable-Products_en
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/635/home
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/635/documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/packaging-waste_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12263-Reducing-packaging-waste-review-of-rules_en
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o Deadline for amendments – 10 May 2023 

o Vote - 20 September 2023 

 

• Opinion Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) 

Rapporteur: Salvatore De Meo (EPP, Italy) 

o Debate – 24 April 2023 

o Deadline for amendments – 28 April 2023 

o Vote – 30 August  

 

• Opinion Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) 

Rapporteur: Patrizia Toia (S&D, Italy) 

o Debate – 23 May 2023 

o Deadline for amendments – 24 May 2023 

o Vote – 20 July 2023 

Please note that the Committees for opinion are negotiating to obtain responsibilities 

on certain provisions in the text. 

On the side of the Council of the EU, the current Swedish presidency is already in talks 
with the Commission on their position and sees this as a priority. The Council will 
attempt to finalise the work on the file under the upcoming Belgian presidency which 

will start in January 2024.  

 

   

 

Empowering the consumer for the green transition  

The European Parliament Committee for Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
(IMCO) which is the lead Committee of the ’Empowering the consumer for the green 
transition’ proposal, discussed their latest compromise amendments on 1 March 
2023.  

Ahead of that, on 25 January, the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety (ENVI) published their opinion with amendments, available here. 

With regard to the work in the Council of the EU, the Swedish presidency issued 
several compromise proposals, which are available here. On 8 March, the Working 
Party on Consumer Protection and Information discussed the latest set of 

amendments, which are not available to the public at this point. 

Author : 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ENVI-AD-736396_EN.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/public-register/public-register-search/results/?WordsInSubject=empowering+consumers&WordsInText=&DocumentNumber=&InterinstitutionalFiles=&DocumentDateFrom=&DocumentDateTo=&MeetingDateFrom=&MeetingDateTo=&DocumentLanguage=EN&OrderBy=DOCUMENT_DATE+DESC&ctl00%24ctl00%24cpMain%24cpMain%24btnSubmit=
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The next milestones of the legislative process are as follows:  

European Parliament: 

• IMCO Committee Vote – 28 March 2023 
• Adoption in Plenary - 17 April 2023 

 
Council of the EU: 

• Adoption of the General Approach - TBD 

  

  

 

Sustainable consumption of goods – promoting repair and reuse 

On 22 March 2023, the European Commission adopted its proposal on the 
‘’Sustainable consumption of goods – promoting repair and reuse’’ initiative.  

As a reminder, this was announced in the new Circular Economy Action Plan, 
following a demand expressed by the European Parliament, and has been already 
postponed on several occasions. The initiative has been developed in coordination 
with the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation, the Empowering consumers 
for the green transition and new design requirements for electronics.  

The legislative proposal aims to promote a more sustainable use of goods throughout 
their life cycle, encouraging more sustainable choices by consumers and including 
repairing defective goods. Among others, it also affects also producers, who will be 
obliged to design goods that last longer and are easy to repair.  

The adopted text is available here. 

 

 

 

Substantiating environmental claims 

 On 22 March 2023, the European Commission adopted its proposal on the 
‘’Sustainable consumption of goods – promoting repair and reuse’’ initiative.  

As a reminder, this was announced in the new Circular Economy Action Plan and has 
been already postponed on several occasions. The initiative has been developed in 

Author : 

Dimitar Kolichev 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0318_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13150-Sustainable-consumption-of-goods-promoting-repair-and-reuse_en
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coordination with the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation and the 
Empowering consumers for the green transition proposals. 

The legislative proposal will require companies to use approved life cycle analysis 
methodologies, among other PEF/OEF methods, to back their environmental claims. 
The aim is to reduce the potential instances of “greenwashing” and to increase 

consumer trust in green labels and information.  

The adopted text is available here. 

 

 

 

Waste Framework Directive 
 

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive 

On 10 February 2023, the Commission released the proposal for the Revision of the 

Waste Electronic and Electrical Equipment. 

In a nutshell: 

• The act modifies Article 12 “Financing in respect of WEEE from private 

holders” and Article 13 “Financing in respect of WEEE from users other than 

private households” by clarifying: 
- the time from when producers of photovoltaic panels and of electrical 

and electronic equipment for private households and also for other 

users that fall into the scope of the WEEE Directive only from 15 August 

2018 (‘open scope’ EEE) have to provide for the financing of the costs 

for the collection, treatment, recovery and environmentally sound 
disposal of WEEE: 

➢ for WEEE resulting from EEE referred to in Article 2(1)(a) other 

than photovoltaic panels where such EEE was placed on the 

market after 13 August 2005; 
➢ for WEEE resulting from photovoltaic panels where such 

photovoltaic panels were placed on the market from 13 August 

2012; and 

➢ for WEEE resulting from EEE referred to in Article 2(1)(b) and 
which does not fall within the scope of Article 2(1)(a) where such 

EEE was placed on the market from 15 August 2018; 

Author : 

Dimitar Kolichev 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12511-Environmental-performance-of-products-businesses-substantiating-claims_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13731-Waste-Electric-and-Electronic-Equipment_en
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- the scope of Article 12.4 clarifying that this paragraph refers only to 

WEEE from products referred to in Article 2(1)(a) of the WEEE Directive 

other than photovoltaic panels. 

• Moreover, the act clarifies that the obligation of producers to mark EEE applies 

only from 13 August 2012 in relation to photovoltaic panels and only from 15 

August 2018 in relation to ‘open scope’ EEE (Article 15.2). 

• The entry into force will be on the 20th day following its publication in the 

Official Journal.  

The adopted act is open for feedback until 4 April 2023. The feedback received will be 

summarised by the Commission and presented to the European Parliament and 

Council to feed into the legislative debate. 

For further information: WEEE Directive consolidated text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REACH  
 

REACH review  

The REACH revision proposal was scheduled for Q4 2022, and the Commission was 

expected to present it as part of its second circular economy action plan, but it was 

postponed. The Commission has recently confirmed that the proposal will be 

published in Q4 2023 at the latest, but they will try to deliver it even earlier.  

The Commission is currently finalising the impact assessment on the basis of 

Regulatory Scrutiny Board comments and in parallel with the draft legislative 

proposal. 

Main elements of the impact assessment: 

• Lack of information on certain hazards (Increase information requirements on 

ED, low tonnage substances, use/exposure information, low tonnage CSR, 

DMEL); Polymers; Safety data sheets; “Cocktail effect” and mixture 

assessment factor; 

Issues of General Interest 

 

Author : 

Elena Maccaferri 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13731-Waste-Electric-and-Electronic-Equipment_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02012L0019-20180704
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• Authorisation & restriction processes too complex (Extend generic risk 

management approach; simplify authorisation & restriction processes; 

introduce essential use concept); 

• Insufficient enforcement (Revoke registration numbers for constantly 

incompliant dossiers; European Audit capacity; strengthen customs controls, 

combat fraud and tackle online sales; access to justice). 

 

Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC)  

New proposals to identify new substances of very high concern. The substances and 
examples of their uses are: 

• bis(4-chlorophenyl) sulphone (EC 201-247-9, CAS 80-07-9). Used for the 
manufacture of chemicals, plastic products, and rubber products. 

• diphenyl(2,4,6-trimethylbenzoyl)phosphine oxide (EC 278-355-8, CAS 
75980-60-8). Used in inks and toners, coating products, photo-chemicals, 
polymers, adhesives, sealants, fillers, putties, plasters, and modelling clay. 

• Hexamethyldisiloxane (EC 203-492-7, CAS 107-46-0); 
• Dodecamethylpentasiloxane (EC 205-492-2, CAS 141-63-9); 
• Decamethyltetrasiloxane (EC 205-491-7, CAS 141-62-8); 
• 1,1,1,3,5,5,5-heptamethyltrisiloxane (EC 217-496-1, 

CAS 1873-88-7); 
• 1,1,1,3,5,5,5-heptamethyl-3-[(trimethylsilyl)oxy]trisiloxane 

(EC 241-867-7, CAS 17928-28-8); and 
• Octamethyltrisiloxane (EC 203-497-4, CAS 107-51-7). 

 
 

The deadline for comments is 3 April 2023. To give comments, click here 

Moreover, ECHA has also added nine hazardous chemicals to the Candidate List.  

The Candidate List of substances of very high concern now contains 233 entries for 

chemicals that can harm people or the environment. Companies are responsible for 

managing the risks of these chemicals and must also give their customers and 

consumers information to use them safely. 

 

Restriction 

PFCAs 

The EU-wide restriction of certain perfluorocarboxylic acids (C9-C14 PFCAs) – a 

subgroup of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) – will apply from 25 

http://elmlinks.echa.europa.-6uAyLFzXF9YjRt2znj7w
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.-BKfS3XfUzP4LGj3zQ
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJlbGVuYS5tYWNjYWZlcnJpQG9yZ2FsaW0uZXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtYjVjZjJiMDNkYjI5ZWQxMTgxM2YwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtMzljMmI5MGIyNjBiNGY3OWIyMDkxNzU4NDc2NTU0ZDciLCJycSI6InAxLWIyMzA3NC03NjM1NjE1OWEzODA0NzgyYjhiZDUxMzY3NmM1YjY0NiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjpmYWxzZSwidWkiOiIxNCIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWNoYS5ldXJvcGEuZXUvcmVnaXN0cnktb2Ytc3ZoYy1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODg1ZWU0OWM_X2NsZGVlPW5HZXliZ0lVQ0dOVlVXUlU2UmVKWkxoWEZoWnpYbFZVUHJISC11ZzhrX09NZ2tEVGJvV3NzeWtvNE1fZXgtZlUmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1iNWNmMmIwM2RiMjllZDExODEzZjAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0zOWMyYjkwYjI2MGI0Zjc5YjIwOTE3NTg0NzY1NTRkNyZlc2lkPTdkNzc1MWQ5LTIxYzMtZWQxMS04MTQ2LTAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMSJ9/y2sKnJDVv6QBZ0LTvN39Sw
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJlbGVuYS5tYWNjYWZlcnJpQG9yZ2FsaW0uZXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtYjVjZjJiMDNkYjI5ZWQxMTgxM2YwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtMzljMmI5MGIyNjBiNGY3OWIyMDkxNzU4NDc2NTU0ZDciLCJycSI6InAxLWIyMzA3NC03NjM1NjE1OWEzODA0NzgyYjhiZDUxMzY3NmM1YjY0NiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjpmYWxzZSwidWkiOiIxNSIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWNoYS5ldXJvcGEuZXUvcmVnaXN0cnktb2Ytc3ZoYy1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODg2MDRjMzc_X2NsZGVlPW5HZXliZ0lVQ0dOVlVXUlU2UmVKWkxoWEZoWnpYbFZVUHJISC11ZzhrX09NZ2tEVGJvV3NzeWtvNE1fZXgtZlUmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1iNWNmMmIwM2RiMjllZDExODEzZjAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0zOWMyYjkwYjI2MGI0Zjc5YjIwOTE3NTg0NzY1NTRkNyZlc2lkPTdkNzc1MWQ5LTIxYzMtZWQxMS04MTQ2LTAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMSJ9/QmI-XjnQiN_5PjAyMw4-zg
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJlbGVuYS5tYWNjYWZlcnJpQG9yZ2FsaW0uZXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtYjVjZjJiMDNkYjI5ZWQxMTgxM2YwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtMzljMmI5MGIyNjBiNGY3OWIyMDkxNzU4NDc2NTU0ZDciLCJycSI6InAxLWIyMzA3NC03NjM1NjE1OWEzODA0NzgyYjhiZDUxMzY3NmM1YjY0NiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjpmYWxzZSwidWkiOiIxNiIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWNoYS5ldXJvcGEuZXUvcmVnaXN0cnktb2Ytc3ZoYy1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODg2MDYzNTQ_X2NsZGVlPW5HZXliZ0lVQ0dOVlVXUlU2UmVKWkxoWEZoWnpYbFZVUHJISC11ZzhrX09NZ2tEVGJvV3NzeWtvNE1fZXgtZlUmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1iNWNmMmIwM2RiMjllZDExODEzZjAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0zOWMyYjkwYjI2MGI0Zjc5YjIwOTE3NTg0NzY1NTRkNyZlc2lkPTdkNzc1MWQ5LTIxYzMtZWQxMS04MTQ2LTAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMSJ9/ImTiRy2M2SkSJo7KZJbfvQ
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJlbGVuYS5tYWNjYWZlcnJpQG9yZ2FsaW0uZXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtYjVjZjJiMDNkYjI5ZWQxMTgxM2YwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtMzljMmI5MGIyNjBiNGY3OWIyMDkxNzU4NDc2NTU0ZDciLCJycSI6InAxLWIyMzA3NC03NjM1NjE1OWEzODA0NzgyYjhiZDUxMzY3NmM1YjY0NiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjpmYWxzZSwidWkiOiIxNyIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWNoYS5ldXJvcGEuZXUvcmVnaXN0cnktb2Ytc3ZoYy1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODg2MDUzNDY_X2NsZGVlPW5HZXliZ0lVQ0dOVlVXUlU2UmVKWkxoWEZoWnpYbFZVUHJISC11ZzhrX09NZ2tEVGJvV3NzeWtvNE1fZXgtZlUmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1iNWNmMmIwM2RiMjllZDExODEzZjAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0zOWMyYjkwYjI2MGI0Zjc5YjIwOTE3NTg0NzY1NTRkNyZlc2lkPTdkNzc1MWQ5LTIxYzMtZWQxMS04MTQ2LTAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMSJ9/Z0JgFV5Ap__f1CmU1y-k3Q
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJlbGVuYS5tYWNjYWZlcnJpQG9yZ2FsaW0uZXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtYjVjZjJiMDNkYjI5ZWQxMTgxM2YwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtMzljMmI5MGIyNjBiNGY3OWIyMDkxNzU4NDc2NTU0ZDciLCJycSI6InAxLWIyMzA3NC03NjM1NjE1OWEzODA0NzgyYjhiZDUxMzY3NmM1YjY0NiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjpmYWxzZSwidWkiOiIxOCIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWNoYS5ldXJvcGEuZXUvcmVnaXN0cnktb2Ytc3ZoYy1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODg2MDU5NTA_X2NsZGVlPW5HZXliZ0lVQ0dOVlVXUlU2UmVKWkxoWEZoWnpYbFZVUHJISC11ZzhrX09NZ2tEVGJvV3NzeWtvNE1fZXgtZlUmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1iNWNmMmIwM2RiMjllZDExODEzZjAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0zOWMyYjkwYjI2MGI0Zjc5YjIwOTE3NTg0NzY1NTRkNyZlc2lkPTdkNzc1MWQ5LTIxYzMtZWQxMS04MTQ2LTAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMSJ9/m9JOFT563jeJFJRrjrhWFw
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJlbGVuYS5tYWNjYWZlcnJpQG9yZ2FsaW0uZXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtYjVjZjJiMDNkYjI5ZWQxMTgxM2YwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtMzljMmI5MGIyNjBiNGY3OWIyMDkxNzU4NDc2NTU0ZDciLCJycSI6InAxLWIyMzA3NC03NjM1NjE1OWEzODA0NzgyYjhiZDUxMzY3NmM1YjY0NiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjpmYWxzZSwidWkiOiIxOSIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWNoYS5ldXJvcGEuZXUvcmVnaXN0cnktb2Ytc3ZoYy1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODg2MDQ2Zjk_X2NsZGVlPW5HZXliZ0lVQ0dOVlVXUlU2UmVKWkxoWEZoWnpYbFZVUHJISC11ZzhrX09NZ2tEVGJvV3NzeWtvNE1fZXgtZlUmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1iNWNmMmIwM2RiMjllZDExODEzZjAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0zOWMyYjkwYjI2MGI0Zjc5YjIwOTE3NTg0NzY1NTRkNyZlc2lkPTdkNzc1MWQ5LTIxYzMtZWQxMS04MTQ2LTAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMSJ9/q-HuYYz3rHpbuuXWYcvSig
https://echa.europa.eu/substances-of-very-high-concern-identification?_cldee=llIhBoE08SCk3ZzZhwIGfMlCijbcpsnYUXHERPoFjYRtCvvQ5qVFKINkTdsueEF8&recipientid=lead-b5cf2b03db29ed11813f005056b9310e-ba86a8f10266458e946db0067fd8d6af&esid=c299d9ec-a2b2-ed11-8145-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-adds-nine-hazardous-chemicals-to-candidate-list?_cldee=Hpt2dfL1GEi7ptoSV1nDpfhJmJlEHUidQGGDf9O4ST3xJyzc5zWyCP_UaDLMISSq&recipientid=lead-ad9ecd88f2f8ea118123005056b9310e-232fd888a54f4db091040704910925a2&esid=19c1a89a-1097-ed11-8144-005056b9310e
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJlbGVuYS5tYWNjYWZlcnJpQG9yZ2FsaW0uZXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtYjVjZjJiMDNkYjI5ZWQxMTgxM2YwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYmE4NmE4ZjEwMjY2NDU4ZTk0NmRiMDA2N2ZkOGQ2YWYiLCJycSI6InAxLWIyMzA1My0yZmIyMmVkZjliODE0MzZkOTRkZGQ2YzVlNjIzNjYxNiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjpmYWxzZSwidWkiOiIyIiwidW4iOiIiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9yZWdpc3RyeS1vZi1yZXN0cmljdGlvbi1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODE5NWVkYjM_X2NsZGVlPWxsSWhCb0UwOFNDazNaelpod0lHZk1sQ2lqYmNwc25ZVVhIRVJQb0ZqWVJ0Q3Z2UTVxVkZLSU5rVGRzdWVFRjgmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1iNWNmMmIwM2RiMjllZDExODEzZjAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1iYTg2YThmMTAyNjY0NThlOTQ2ZGIwMDY3ZmQ4ZDZhZiZlc2lkPWMyOTlkOWVjLWEyYjItZWQxMS04MTQ1LTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZSJ9/b3GXwFlmFpqgWFdZ-CkXnA
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February onwards. PFCAs cannot be placed on the market or used in most 

applications after this date. However, some uses have been granted longer transition 

periods.  

 
For further information: Commission Regulation 

CMR 

The European Commission is planning to prepare a REACH restriction proposal  on 
carcinogenic, mutagenic and reprotoxic (CMR) substances in childcare articles. In this 
context, ECHA, which supports the Commission by preparing an investigation report, 
is currently asking interested parties for more information on the potential presence 
of CMRs (categories 1A or 1B) in childcare articles. This call for evidence is open 
until 31 March 2023.  
For further information: see here. 

 

Restriction proposal on bisphenol A and other bisphenols 
 
Germany has submitted a proposal to restrict the placing on the market of mixtures 
and articles containing bisphenol A, other bisphenols and bisphenol 
derivatives (BoSC – BPB, BPS, BPF and BPAF) with endocrine disrupting properties 
for the environment. This consultation is open until 22 June 2023. ECHA’s scientific 
committees requested early comments by 25 January 2023 to help them in the first 
discussion of the proposal in March 2023. 
 
Restriction proposal on creosote and creosote-related substances 
 
France has submitted a proposal to restrict the placing on the market, re-use and 
secondary use of wood treated with creosote or creosote-related substances. 
This consultation is open until 22 June 2023. ECHA’s scientific committees requested 
early comments by 25 January 2023 to help them in the first discussion of the proposal 
in February/March 2023. 
 
Committees’ opinions on a restriction proposal  
 

 The compiled opinion of the Committees for Risk Assessment and Socio-Economic 

Analysis for 2,4-dinitrotoluene (EC 204-450-0,CAS 121-14-2) is available 

on ECHA’s website. 

 

 

http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJlbGVuYS5tYWNjYWZlcnJpQG9yZ2FsaW0uZXUiLCJyaSI6ImxlYWQtYjVjZjJiMDNkYjI5ZWQxMTgxM2YwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYmE4NmE4ZjEwMjY2NDU4ZTk0NmRiMDA2N2ZkOGQ2YWYiLCJycSI6InAxLWIyMzA1My0yZmIyMmVkZjliODE0MzZkOTRkZGQ2YzVlNjIzNjYxNiIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjpmYWxzZSwidWkiOiI1IiwidW4iOiIiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ldXItbGV4LmV1cm9wYS5ldS9sZWdhbC1jb250ZW50L0VOL1RYVC8_dXJpPUNFTEVYJTNBMzIwMjFSMTI5NyZfY2xkZWU9bGxJaEJvRTA4U0NrM1p6Wmh3SUdmTWxDaWpiY3BzbllVWEhFUlBvRmpZUnRDdnZRNXFWRktJTmtUZHN1ZUVGOCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLWI1Y2YyYjAzZGIyOWVkMTE4MTNmMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlLWJhODZhOGYxMDI2NjQ1OGU5NDZkYjAwNjdmZDhkNmFmJmVzaWQ9YzI5OWQ5ZWMtYTJiMi1lZDExLTgxNDUtMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlIn0/1kPGY4rMA4SuxNhyYNy6pw
https://echa.europa.eu/calls-for-comments-and-evidence?_cldee=1LPnvotv3vlFK58Zw2IIZ_w9xddjaUV93gpJNjp5KBlBOcj4bPiW8d-E6FNeB9jz&recipientid=lead-b5cf2b03db29ed11813f005056b9310e-2466e1153f854fffa474b38c059accb1&esid=194d654e-14ad-ed11-8145-005056b9310e
http://elmlinks.echa.europa._2_DOSZVyyzDc2gg
http://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-consideration?_cldee=SsK4uWrikxcLDvFByLhDq5ADtIQRWhZkHKjPBJiRLK-vFwBMVu1I6JAQTvfBa4BS&recipientid=lead-ad9ecd88f2f8ea118123005056b9310e-b87220507d754ffd835a21ab4c9ef64e&esid=19034235-1181-ed11-8143-005056b9310e
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0yMzJmZDg4OGE1NGY0ZGIwOTEwNDA3MDQ5MTA5MjVhMiIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIzMDE4LTE4MmE3YWVlOWMzYTQzYjZhODE5Zjg2NzE4MjMzYmJmIiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjYiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2VjaGEuZXVyb3BhLmV1L3N1YnN0YW5jZS1pbmZvcm1hdGlvbi8tL3N1YnN0YW5jZWluZm8vMTAwLjAwNC4wNDY_X2NsZGVlPUhwdDJkZkwxR0VpN3B0b1NWMW5EcGZoSm1KbEVIVWlkUUdHRGY5TzRTVDN4Snl6YzV6V3lDUF9VYURMTUlTU3EmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0yMzJmZDg4OGE1NGY0ZGIwOTEwNDA3MDQ5MTA5MjVhMiZlc2lkPTE5YzFhODlhLTEwOTctZWQxMS04MTQ0LTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZSJ9/4sD1XwCgTFfeOKAnFnT5vA
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Authorisation 

Lead (metal) 
ECHA included lead metal in the draft of its 11th recommendation for authorisation. 

From October 2022 to February 2023, ECHA’s Member State Committee (MSC) 

discussed the inclusion of lead and on 7 February 2023 MSC adopted its opinion on 

the 11th recommendation by consensus including Pb. The MSC opinion is likely to be 

published soon, together with the ECHA opinion. The Commission will consider 

ECHA’s recommendation and present this to the Competent Authorities for REACH 

and CLP (CARACAL) in 2024.  

ECHA has launched a consultation on 13 applications for authorisation covering 14 
uses of: 

• Chromium trioxide (EC 215-607-8, CAS 1333-82-0): used in functional 
chrome plating, functional chrome plating with decorative character, 
passivation of electrolytic tinplate (ETP) 

• Sodium dichromate (EC 234-190-3, CAS 10588-01-9): passivation of 
electrolytic tinplate (ETP) 

• 4-(1,1,3,3-tetramethylbutyl)phenol, ethoxylated (EC -, CAS -): 
manufacturing aid in the production of gene therapies. 
  

More details about the functions of the substances, the uses applied for, exposure 

scenarios, possible alternatives, and socio-economic information are available on 

ECHA's website. The deadline to send comments is 12 April 2023. For further 

information, click here. 

 

Per-and polyfluoroalkyl PFAS 

Since 2020, the competent authorities of five countries (Germany, Netherlands, 

Sweden, Norway and Denmark) have been preparing a REACH restriction dossier for 

PFAS, arguing that the persistence of PFAS poses an unacceptable risk to the 

environment and humans.  

In January the restriction proposal was submitted to ECHA and it was published in 

February. Two options on how to restrict the use and placing on the market of PFAS:  

• Full ban with no derogations and a transition period of 18 months after the 

Regulation enters into force. 

• Ban with use-specific & time-limited derogations that would carry an 18 month 

transition period and a 5 or 12 year derogation period, depending on the 

application. 

https://echa.europa.eu/applications-for-authorisation-consultation?_cldee=1LPnvotv3vlFK58Zw2IIZ_w9xddjaUV93gpJNjp5KBlBOcj4bPiW8d-E6FNeB9jz&recipientid=lead-b5cf2b03db29ed11813f005056b9310e-2466e1153f854fffa474b38c059accb1&esid=194d654e-14ad-ed11-8145-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-consideration/-/substance-rev/72301/term
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Next steps: 

22 March: Kick-off six month consultation;   

5 April: ECHA online information session;   

2024: SEAC and RAC final opinions;   

2025: European Commission adoption and entry into force; and   

2026-27: PFAS restriction becomes applicable. 

 

  

 

REACH and Nanomaterials 
Updated advice on testing nanomaterials 

ECHA has released an updated appendix for nanomaterials, which provides guidance 
on how to obtain data under the new information requirements for nanoforms. This 
includes information on how to perform environmental testing and advice on 
preparation methods and testing strategies for physico-chemical testing of 
nanoforms. The Partner Expert Group (PEG) members actively contributed to the 
update. 

 

Consultations 

ECHA has recently launched new consultations on testing proposals on:  

• Zinc methacrylate 
• Xylene 
• Di-tert-butyl trisulphide 
• Amides, C16-C18 (even) , N,N'-ethylenebis 
• [[(phosphonomethyl)imino]bis[ethylenenitrilobis(methylene)]]tetrakis

phosphonic acid, ammonium salt 
• 3-methylpentane-1,5-diol 
• 1,1'-[oxybis(ethyleneoxy)]diethylene 

 

The deadline for comments is 17 April 2023. For further information: see here. 

Investigation report on PVC and PVC additives 
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https://echa.europa.eu/-/restriction-of-per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfass-under-reach?_cldee=utiQV_bqwMxlbfZ6HaUscWaBZfM7o-oUO8clBJziP2w1YZGHkFbbZLLMUNbjZOIv&recipientid=lead-b5cf2b03db29ed11813f005056b9310e-18f8c2fd88b3493ca24e223ab2aa739c&esid=1599671c-10b8-ed11-8146-005056952b31
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17224/appendix_r7a_nanomaterials_en.pdf/1bef8a8a-6ffa-406a-88cd-fd800ab163ae?t=1671617922346&_cldee=OHwdzX-25VaO9A4mGsvwO7oWjh9qpxJHx7eWMdfdTkNodTmhD862jYgp8dHh08W9&recipientid=lead-ad9ecd88f2f8ea118123005056b9310e-2ce7a921291e4de88a963bf3a33088a9&esid=8bba1ff9-12a2-ed11-8145-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/testing-proposals/current?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20220622&_cldee=utiQV_bqwMxlbfZ6HaUscWaBZfM7o-oUO8clBJziP2w1YZGHkFbbZLLMUNbjZOIv&recipientid=lead-b5cf2b03db29ed11813f005056b9310e-18f8c2fd88b3493ca24e223ab2aa739c&esid=1599671c-10b8-ed11-8146-005056952b31
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The European Commission has asked ECHA to prepare an investigation report on 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) and PVC additives. ECHA is requesting interested parties to 
submit any information they have related to some PVC additives and additives used 
in alternative plastics. This call for evidence is open until 31 March 2023. 

 

 

 

EU Ecolabel  
 

Proposal for a Directive to empower consumers for the green 
transition 

On 25 January, the opinion of the European Parliament’s Committee of the 

Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) on the European Commission’s 

‘Empowering the consumers for the green transition’ initiative that amends the 

directives on unfair consumer commercial practices and on consumer rights was 

adopted.  

One of the main proposed additions in the final opinion of the ENVI Committee is the 

requirement for companies making claims on future environmental objectives to have 

a specific implementation plan on how to achieve it, including information on 

milestones, budget and other factors. 

As a reminder, the proposal aims at removing generic environmental c laims on a 

product’s environmental performance that cannot be demonstrated via the EU 

Ecolabel or other existing national legislations.  

The leading Committee on the file is the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 

(IMCO) Committee. In terms of next steps, the Parliament IMCO will vote on 27 March 

and the Council’s Working Party on Consumer Protection and Information held an 

exchange of views on 8 March including the Presentation of the Presidency 

compromise proposals 
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http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0yY2U3YTkyMTI5MWU0ZGU4OGE5NjNiZjNhMzMwODhhOSIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIzMDMyLTRmYzE2MzYxYWYwZTRiOTRiNDE2YWQ2MTM0MTE2NWI0IiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjQiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2VjaGEuZXVyb3BhLmV1L2NhbGxzLWZvci1jb21tZW50cy1hbmQtZXZpZGVuY2U_X2NsZGVlPU9Id2R6WC0yNVZhTzlBNG1Hc3Z3TzdvV2poOXFweEpIeDdlV01kZmRUa05vZFRtaEQ4NjJqWWdwOGRIaDA4VzkmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0yY2U3YTkyMTI5MWU0ZGU4OGE5NjNiZjNhMzMwODhhOSZlc2lkPThiYmExZmY5LTEyYTItZWQxMS04MTQ1LTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZSJ9/beP9CrLs218Sxwi83V7Awg
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ENVI-AD-736396_EN.pdf
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Green Public Procurement 
On 10 March, the European Commission GPP helpdesk organised a webinar entitled 

‘’Public Procurement of Green and Circular Skills’’. This webinar aimed to analyse how 

public procurement can be used as a strategic tool that can support the upskilling and 

reskilling of the workforce and help to futureproof the European economy.  

 

 

 

Environmental Footprint  
 

Proposal for a Regulation: Environmental performance of 
products & businesses – substantiating claims (PEF method) 

Adoption of the PEF method by the Commission was expected for 30 November 2022 

as part of the Circular Economy Package II, but it did not take place. Commission 

adoption is now planned for 22 March 2023, as part of the Consumers Package. 
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Energy Efficiency  
 

Energy Efficiency Directive  

On 10 March, MEPs and the Swedish presidency of the Council agreed on new energy 

saving targets in both primary and final energy consumption in the EU. 

Member States should collectively ensure a reduction of energy consumption of at 

least 11.7% at EU level by 2030 (compared to the projections of the 2020 Reference 

Scenario). A robust monitoring and enforcement mechanism will accompany this 

objective to make sure Member States deliver on their national contributions to this 

binding EU target. 

MEPs and the Council presidency also agreed on annual energy savings by Member 

States of 1.5% (on average) until 2030. The annual energy savings will begin with 1.3% 

in the period until the end of 2025, and will progressively reach 1.9% in the last period 

up to the end of 2030. 

The targets should be achieved through measures at local, regional and national 

levels, in different sectors, such as in public administration, buildings, businesses and 

data centres. MEPs insisted that the scheme should in particular cover the public 

sector, which will have to reduce its final energy consumption by 1.9% each year. 

Member States should also ensure that at least 3% of public buildings are renovated 

each year into nearly-zero energy buildings or zero-emission buildings. The 

agreement also establishes new requirements for efficient district heating systems.   

In terms of next steps, the provisional agreement will now have to be endorsed by 

both the Parliament and the Council. 

 

 

 

 

ENERGY 

Author : 

Sara Gharsalli 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230309IPR77212/parliament-and-council-negotiators-agree-on-new-rules-to-boost-energy-savings
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Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD)  

On 14 March, during its Plenary meeting, the European Parliament adopted its 

position on the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) revision proposal 

of the European Commission with 343 votes for, 216 against, and 78 abstentions.  

The adopted text is available in all EU languages here. 

Some of the main points in the position of the Parliament include: 

• All new buildings should be zero-emission from 2028, with the deadline for 
new buildings occupied, operated or owned by public authorities in 2026. 

• All new buildings should be equipped with solar technologies by 2028, 
where technically suitable and economically feasible, while residential 
buildings undergoing major renovation have until 2032. 

• Residential buildings would have to achieve, at a minimum, energy 
performance class E by 2030, and D by 2033 - on a scale ranging from A to 
G (for non-residential and public buildings 2027 and 2030 respectively). 

• The national renovation plans include support schemes to facilitate access 
to grants and funding and ensure free of charge information points.  

As a next step, with the Parliament and the Council of the EU having their official 

positions adopted, they will shortly enter trilogue negotiations, chaired by the 

Commission. 

 

 

 

Energy Labelling Regulation 

On 28 February 2023, the European Commission held a Consultation Forum meeting 

on the operational details for the functioning of the European Product Registry for 

Energy Labelling (EPREL) database.  

During the meeting, the Commission and the stakeholders discussed the objectives, 

outline and provisional timeline for adoption and implementation of the 

implementing act setting rules. Furthermore, additional process and operational 

details were considered. 

As a reminder, the EPREL database generates all Energy Labels based on the data 

that suppliers entered when registering their product models.. Furthermore, 

consumers can find detailed information about energy labelled products and models 

covered in the database, to help them make informed purchasing decisions by 

identifying which products have the best cost-efficiency ratio for a specific need. 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0068_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13639-Labelling-of-energy-related-products-ErP-Operational-details-for-the-functioning-of-EPREL-and-the-product-database_en
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/energy-label-and-ecodesign/product-database_en
https://eprel.ec.europa.eu/screen/home
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Ecodesign Directive  
 

Ecodesign Working Plan 2022-2024 

• Methodology for Ecodesign of Energy-related Products (MEErP):  

On 7 March, the European Commission held a Consultation Forum on several issues, 
including the review on the Methodology for Ecodesign of Energy-related Products 

(MEErP). 

The Commission informed that the final report is under preparation and the Ecoreport 
tool with real data will also be disclosed shortly.  The new MEErP and the new 
Ecoreport tool will probably be used for the review study of the Ecodesign Server 
Regulation that was recently announced. 

The expected date of release of the new MEErP is Q2 2023. 

 

 

 

Ecodesign Directive - Update on Lots / implementing measures 

ENER Lot 7: External power supplies (EPS): on 16 February, the European 
Commission held a Consultation Forum meeting, during which it discussed the draft 
revision act that was circulated ahead of the meeting. The Commission underlined 
that the presented draft only portrayed an optional direction of the revision and will 
be subject to changes, depending on the feedback from the stakeholders. The draft 
text envisages a wide extension of the scope of the Regulation, updated measures 

and values, and provisions mandating the use of USB Type C connections. 

ENER Lot 10: Air conditioners and ENER Lot 20: Local space heaters: on 7 March, 
the Commission discussed the two lots during its Consultation Forum meeting. It 
presented the scope extension and new verification procedure of ENER Lot 10 – the 
draft revision act was circulated before the meeting. Regarding the possible merger 
of the Energy Labels with ENER Lot 20, the Commission presented its consumer 
study, the results of which show positive effects on consumer behaviour and a 
preference for a potential unification. 

ENTR Lot 1: Professional refrigeration: on 21 December 2022, the second interim 
report, which had been delayed several times, was published on the review study 
website. It is accompanied by a technical note on storage cabinets, reference line and 
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https://ecoprorefrigeration.eu/
https://ecoprorefrigeration.eu/
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thresholds, and an update on the paper on ‘’Scientific and healthcare refrigerated 
storage cabinets’’. The Commission is expected to organise a Consultation Forum on 
ENTR Lot 1 and launch a window for public feedback. Their aim is to finalise the work 
before the new Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation comes into force.   
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National Energy and Climate Plans 

On 29 December, the European Commission adopted a Notice on the Guidance to the 
Member States for the update of the 2021-2030 national energy and climate plans 
(NECPs).  

The Commission includes key elements for consideration and reiterates that, under 
Articles 10 and 11 of the Governance Regulation and in line with the Aarhus 
Convention, the EU counties are required to consult stakeholders and establish 
multilevel dialogues for energy and climate policies to be included in their NECPs. 

As a reminder, the Member States must submit their draft updated NECPs by 30 June 

2023. 

 

 

 

F-gases 

On 1 March, the European Parliament’s Environment Committee (ENVI) adopted its 
draft report on the F-gas Regulation Revision.  The report includes, among others, 
strengthened new requirements proposed by the Commission that prohibit the 
placing on the single market of products containing F-gases (Annex IV). The text also 
adds prohibitions on the use of F-gases for sectors where it is technologically and 
economically feasible to switch to alternatives that do not use F-gases, such as 

refrigeration, air conditioning, heat pumps and electrical switchgear.  

In addition, the report introduces a steeper trajectory from 2039 onwards to phase 
down hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) placed on the EU market, with the goal of a zero 
HFC target by 2050 (Annex VII). Phasing out HFC production and consumption in the 
EU would align these updated rules with the EU’s 2050 climate neutrality goal.  

DECARBONISATION 
& CLIMATE CHANGE 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX%3A52022XC1229%2802%29&from=EN
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230227IPR76601/fluorinated-gas-emission-reductions-to-advance-eu-fight-against-climate-change
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The report is scheduled to be adopted during the 29-30 March 2023 plenary sitting 

and will constitute the Parliament’s negotiating position with EU governments on the 

final shape of the legislation. 

On the Council’s side, a general approach is expected to be reached by the end of the 
Swedish Council presidency at the end of June.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainable finance 
 

Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) 

As background information, on 21 April 2021 the Commission presented its proposal 

for a Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD), which aims to revise and 

strengthen the existing rules introduced by the Non-Financial Reporting Directive 

(NFRD), and to bring - over time - sustainability reporting on a par with financial 

reporting. Companies will have to report on how sustainability issues affect their 

business and the impact of their activities on people and the environment.  

The proposal extends the EU's sustainability reporting requirements to all large 

companies and all listed companies. This means that nearly 50,000 companies in the 

EU would be asked to follow detailed EU sustainability reporting standards, an 

increase from the 11,000 companies that are subject to the existing requirements. 

The Commission proposes the development of standards for large companies and 

separate, proportionate standards for SMEs, which non-listed SMEs can use 

voluntarily. Overall, the proposal aims to ensure that companies report reliable and 

comparable sustainability information needed by investors and other stakeholders. 

This would facilitate a consistent flow of sustainability information through the 

financial system. 

The proposal also aims to simplify the reporting process for companies. Many 

companies are currently under pressure to use an array of different sustainability 

Issues of General Interest 
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reporting standards and frameworks. The proposed EU sustainability reporting 

standards should be a 'one-stop-shop', providing companies with a single solution 

that meets the information needs of investors and other stakeholders.  

The proposal was negotiated in the trilogue discussions, approved by the Parliament 

and the Council and published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 16 

December 2022, entering into force 20 days afterwards.  

The rules will start applying between 2024 and 2028, as follows: 

 

• from 1 January 2024 for large public-interest companies (with over 500 

employees) already subject to the non-financial reporting directive, with 

reports due in 2025; 

• from 1 January 2025 for large companies (with more than 250 employees 

and/or €40 million in turnover and/or €20 million in total assets) not presently 

subject to the non-financial reporting directive, with reports due in 2026; 

• from 1 January 2026 for listed SMEs and other undertakings, with reports due 

in 2027. SMEs can opt out until 2028. 

The Directive allows the European Financial Reporting Advisory Group (EFRAG) to 

set the European Sustainability Reporting Standards, which will be adopted as 

Delegated Acts by the Commission.  

EFRAG has recently submitted to the Commission the first set of standards which 

pertains to Environment, Social and Governance. The Commission is expected to 

launch a public consultation on the draft standards in April. In the meantime, EFRAG 

is developing the second set of standards which will differ from the first set, being 

sector-specific and for listed SMEs. The draft of the second set is expected to be 

submitted to the Commission in November 2023.  

For further information: see here 

 

 

 

Revision of EU Emissions Trading Scheme 
On 9 February, the European Parliament’s Environment Committee (ENVI) formally 

approved the interinstitutional agreements on the EU Emissions Trading System (EU 

ETS), as part of the ‘Fit for 55 package’ for which a political agreement was reached in 

December 2022.  
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022L2464
https://www.efrag.org/lab6
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The agreed texts will now be considered at a plenary vote on 17 April 2023 and, 

following approval, the work of the Parliament will be done. If the agreements are 

also approved by the Council, they will be ready to be published in the EU’s Official 

Journal and 20 days after that the legislation will enter into force. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 

Author Date Title 

European Parliament December 2022 Briefing - Revision of  

packaging and 

packaging waste 

European Parliament January 2023 Briefing - Priority 

dossiers under the 

Swedish EU 

Council Presidency 

European Parliament  February 2023  Briefing - Review of the 

EU ETS: 'Fit for 55' 

package 

European Parliament February 2023 Briefing - New Product 

Liability Directive 

European Parliament February 2023 Briefing - EU-US Trade 

and Technology Council: 

Modest progress in a 

challenging context 

European Parliament February 2023 Briefing - Artificial 

intelligence liability 

directive 

PUBLICATIONS & EVENTS 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/734698/EPRS_BRIE_734698_Revision_Directive_Packaging.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/734698/EPRS_BRIE_734698_Revision_Directive_Packaging.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/734698/EPRS_BRIE_734698_Revision_Directive_Packaging.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/739277/EPRS_BRI(2023)739277_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/739277/EPRS_BRI(2023)739277_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/739277/EPRS_BRI(2023)739277_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/739277/EPRS_BRI(2023)739277_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698890
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698890
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698890
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739341
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739341
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739336
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739336
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739336
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739336
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739342
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739342
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739342
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European Parliament March 2023 Briefing - Single market 

emergency instrument: 

Protecting the single 

market in future crises 

European Parliament  March 2023 Briefing - Securing 

Europe's supply of 

critical raw materials: 

The material nature of 

the EU's strategic goals 

European Parliament  March 2023 Briefing - Industrial 

policy, State aid and 

clean tech 

Joint Research Centre  March 2023 Study - Supply chain 

analysis and material 

demand forecast in 

strategic technologies 

and sectors in the EU 

 

 

EVENTS 

Organiser Date Name & Location 

FEDARENE 29 March 2023 Making the Circular 

Economy Work 

Online 

Investors Dialogues on 

Energy: Electricity Market 

Design 

 

28 March 2023  Investors Dialogues on 

Energy 

Online  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739338
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739338
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739338
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739338
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739394
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739394
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739394
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739394
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739394
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739393
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739393
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)739393
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132889
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132889
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132889
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132889
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132889
https://fedarene.org/event/making-the-circular-economy-work/
https://fedarene.org/event/making-the-circular-economy-work/
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/IDEWebinerSeries3EMD
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/IDEWebinerSeries3EMD
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Sustainable, Long-term 

Investments & Competitive 

European Industry 

Intergroup   

 

 

28 March 2023  Environmental, Social and 

Governance (ESG) 

transparency of SMEs: a 

key factor for a successful 

transition (Brussels) 

 

European Business 

Summits 

30 March 2023  Clean Energy Summit 

Brussels 

European Roundtable on 

Climate Change and 

Sustainable Transition 

(ERCST)   

30 March 2023 

 

Hydrogen: State of play of 

the EU hydrogen 

regulatory framework 

(Brussels & Online) 

 

ECHA 5 April 2023 Restriction of per- and 

polyfluoroalkyl 

substances (PFASs) under 

REACH (Online) 

 

Euractiv  27 April 2023  Building a competitive 

Europe - What can the EU 

Swedish Presidency do? 

(Brussels) 

 

Swedish Presidency of the 

Council 

2 May 2023 Single Market Forum 

(SIMFO) 

Stockholm, Sweden 

 

EIT RawMaterials 15-17 May 2023 

 

 

Raw Materials Summit 

Brussels  

https://investmentindustryintergroup.eu/event/environmental-social-and-governance-esg-transparency-of-smes-a-key-factor-for-a-successful-transition/
https://investmentindustryintergroup.eu/event/environmental-social-and-governance-esg-transparency-of-smes-a-key-factor-for-a-successful-transition/
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