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Digital Policy 
 

Cybersecurity 

The Cyber Resilience Act was listed in the Commission Work Programme for 2022 as 
one of the legislative proposals to be published in Q3 2022. The President of the 
European Commission Ursula von der Leyen mentioned it in the annual State of the 
Union Conference in the Parliament, during which she said this proposal to be 
essential for the EU to strive to become a leader in cybersecurity. The Cyber Resilience 
Act will aim at setting common cybersecurity standards for connected devices.  

 

 

 

Digital Single Market 

Negotiations between the Parliament and Council on the Digital Markets Act (DMA) 
Commission’s proposal started in January. A first trilogue meeting was held on 11 
January, during which the Rapporteur noted that the Parliament had been very 
sensible in its demand, especially regarding the scope, the penalties and 
interoperability. The second trilogue followed on 3 February, and the third on 1 March. 
So far, agreements were found in areas such as the suspension effect; the exemptions 
contained in Article 9; the reporting of companies; anti-circumvention and dark 
patterns; and the obligation of an audit interim measures.  
The next trilogue meeting is planned for 24 March and will focus on how to future-
proof the DMA, especially regarding its scope, governance model and details of 
certain obligations, including targeted advertising and interoperability.  
Executive Vice-President Vestager previously stated to be hoping for an agreement 
on the DMA by spring 2022 so that the legal text could enter into force by 1 January 
2023.  
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Construction Products Regulation (CPR) 
 

CPR review  

The European Commission officially launched the interservice consultation for the 

CPR proposal on 16th of February. The proposal for a regulation was expected to be 

presented on the 30th of March as a part of the Circular Economy Package. However, 

the Commission’s DG GROW has informed that the legal services have provided many 

remarks to the draft and therefore the publication date may be delayed to take the 

comments into consideration.  

 

CPR acquis expert groups  

The first two subgroups on 1). Precast normal/lightweight/autoclaved aerated 

concrete products’ and 2). ‘Structural metallic products and ancillaries’ started last 

year.   

In the second quarter of 2022 two additional subgroups on 3). ‘Reinforcing and 

prestressing steel for concrete (and ancillaries), Post tensioning kits’ and 4). ‘Doors, 

windows, shutters, gates and related building hardware’ will be started. A horizontal 

subgroup on ‘Environmental sustainability of construction products’ will start in 

parallel to subgroup 3 and 4 during the second quarter 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Policy 
 

Revision of the Directive on security of networks and information 
systems (NIS Directive)  

On 3 December, the Council adopted its negotiating position on the revision of the 
NIS Directive (NIS 2). The Council introduced some changes, compared to the initial 

Issues of General Interest 
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proposal. For example, it introduced additional criteria to determine the entities to be 
covered by NIS2, excluding entities operating in national security, defence, law 
enforcement and the judiciary, as well as parliaments and central banks. 
Furthermore, the Council aligned the text with other sector-specific legislation, such 
as the Directive on the resilience of critical entities (CER Directive) and the proposed 
Regulation on digital operational resilience for the financial sector (DORA). Finally, it 
simplified the incident reporting obligations to avoid over-reporting, and extended 
the period for Member States to transpose NIS2 into national law to two years, 
instead of 18 months.  
 
This negotiating position allowed the Council Presidency to start negotiations with 
the Parliament. Trilogue interinstitutional negotiations started in Q1 2022, with the 
first discussions held on 13 January and 17 February.  

 

 

 

Digital Services Act  

The Parliament endorsed the report on the Digital Services Act (DSA) proposal 
drafted by  the IMCO Committee (Internal Market and Consumer Protection) and 
approved its position in January. The Parliament introduced several changes to the 
Commission proposal, including the imposition of more stringent content 
moderation rules, exempting micro and small enterprises from certain obligations, 
and strengthened transparency and consent requirements for targeted advertising 
(especially aiming at protecting minors and vulnerable groups).  
 
After the approval of the report by the Parliament, trilogue negotiations to reach a 
compromise text started. The first trilogue meeting took place on 31 January, and a 
second one took place on 15 February. The next trilogue meeting is scheduled on 24 
March. During the last trilogue discussion, the Rapporteur highlighted political 
differences on several issues, including risk assessment and risk mitigation, 
governance, algorithmic accountability, SME exemption and online marketplaces. 
Commissioner Breton, during his intervention in the plenary debate, stated to be 
confident that the proposal would be adopted by the end of June 2022, and therefore, 
that the text would fully come into force in 2023.  
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Machinery Directive (MD) 
Further to the publication of the IMCO amendments on the proposed Machinery 

Regulation in November 2021, the rapporteur, Ivan Štefanec (EPP, Slovakia), and 

shadow rapporteurs have been working on conjuring up ten compromise 

amendments based on the key topics and common messages across different 

political groups. The draft compromise amendments were issued on 25 February and 

discussed at an IMCO meeting on 28 February. At that meeting, the rapporteur 

announced his proposal to postpone the date of the IMCO vote in order to allow 

technical discussions to continue on the compromise amendments, particularly on 

issues where diverging views remain.  For instance, on the conformity assessment 

procedure for machinery in Annex I (high-risk machinery), there are split positions 

between the political groups, three of which support the industry’s request to 

reinstate the self-certification option for Annex I machinery. On the other hand, the 

rapporteur stated that general compromises have already been reached regarding 

the scope (notably specific exclusions), definitions and digital documentation, to 

name a few.  

The IMCO vote is now rescheduled to 20 April and will be preceded by three additional 

technical meetings between the rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs early April. The 

plenary vote is tentatively scheduled for May 2022.  

In addition to the IMCO developments, a similar process has recently taken place in 

the committee providing an opinion to IMCO on the machinery proposal. The EMPL 

draft opinion was made available on 16 December 2021, followed by the publication 

of EMPL amendments on 24 January, and the adoption in EMPL on 3 March. The final 

EMPL report is mostly focused on the addition of ‘workers’ and ‘users’ in the 

obligation to ensure health and safety of persons, as well as specific suggestions on 

Annex III (essential health and safety requirements) related to human-machine 

interaction, process of machinery learning, availability of digital documentation over 

the entire machinery lifecycle (instructions and declaration of conformity) etc. 

At Council’s level, since the start of the French Presidency on 1 January 2022, the 

Council Working Party on Technical Harmonisation has held five meetings to discuss 

the progress of the draft compromise text. The Council has managed to reach a partial 

compromise on the articles and annexes of the Regulation but until the conclusion of 

the compromise text is reached, discussions will continue in April. The French 

Presidency intends to reach a ‘general approach’ of the Council by the end of April, 

which would pave the way for a possible start of the trialogue negotiations with the 

European Parliament, as of May 2022.   
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/IMCO-AM-699191_EN.pdf
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/EMPL-AM-704618_EN.pdf
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Outdoor Noise Directive (OND)  
The European Commission is following the two-stage approach on the revision of 

the Outdoor Noise Directive (OND), focusing first on the revision of measurements 

methods set in Annex III of the Directive, through a Delegated Act.  

The first draft of the Delegated Act was made public to the expert group in February 

(available from the Orgalim Partnership) and discussed during the expert group 

meeting on the OND on 17 February. The first draft proposal replaced part B of 

Annex III (containing text codes for specific requirements) with a reference to 

specific product standards. In the case of 10 categories of equipment, no better test 

code has been identified, so the descriptive code was maintained, or only minor 

changes were introduced.  

There will be a second draft of the Delegated Act coming up at the end of April, 

which will be discussed at the expert group meeting on 11 May. The final draft will be 

finalised on 30 June, and a public consultation will follow in the autumn 2022. The 

text will then go to the European Parliament and Council’s scrutiny in the first part of 

2023 and the publication is foreseen for the spring 2023.  

Regarding the second part of the review (the review of the full directive), the 

preparatory process will start in 2023, and the proposal is planned to be published by 

the European Commission in the first part of 2024. The legislative process in the 

European Parliament and Council will follow in the next two years, and the revised 

Outdoor Noise Regulation is expected to be finalised by 2025. The implementation 

is currently foreseen for 2026/2027. 

 

 

 

New Legislative Framework (NLF)  
In the framework of the study supporting the evaluation of the New Legislative 

Framework (NLF), CSES (Centre for Strategy and Evaluation Services) organised a 

stakeholder workshop on 9 March. The purpose was to present and discuss the 

findings of the evaluation with representatives of all relevant stakeholder groups. By 

and large, there is general consensus that the NLF has had a positive impact and 

remains fit for purpose taking into account all the evaluation criteria (effectiveness, 

efficiency, relevance, EU added value). Overall, the industry was the most positive 

about the NLF impacts, while consumer associations were somewhat positive, but 

with some reservations that the NLF may lose some of its added value unless it is 
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updated to reflect recent trends and developments such digitalisation, circular 

economy, product modifications etc. Additionally, some split views have also been 

identified on whether changes that may be required are to be brought in an update of 

the NLF model provisions as such, or in separate product legislation. 

CSES is currently working on finalising the evaluation study report which is intended 

to be submitted to the Commission at the end of March. If the Commission decides in 

the future to launch an impact assessment study on the NLF review, they will take 

into consideration the conclusions of the CSES study.  

 

 

 

Standardisation Policy  
The long-awaited EU Standardisation Strategy was published by the Commission on 

2 February, as a package of different initiatives comprising: A policy communication; 

A proposal for a targeted amendment of Regulation 1025/2012; A report on the 

implementation of the same Regulation; and The Annual Union Work Program for 

European Standardisation.  

The new Strategy intends to align standardisation with EU’s policy priorities and 

strategic interests. This includes prioritising standardisation needs in key strategic 

areas, which would entail both the fast adoption of standards in urgent areas (critical 

raw materials, hydrogen, chips certification, data standards), and also the revision of 

existing standards to reflect the green and digital transition. At the same time, it is 

announced that a High-Level Forum will be set up to assist the Commission in 

anticipating future standardisation priorities, advising on standardisation needs and 

engaging with the European Parliament and Council to ensure political coordination 

on these priorities. A Chief Standardisation Officer will also be established to steer 

the work of an EU excellence hub on standards and ensure Commission’s oversight 

on the alignment of standardisation activities with EU policy objectives.  

The Strategy also refers to the existing work started by the Commission and European 

Standardisation Organisations (ESOs) to improve the current standardisation 

system, with the aim of accelerating every step in the process of standards’ 

development.  

To improve the governance of the European standardisation system, a proposal for a 

targeted amendment to the Article 10 of Regulation 1025/2012 is also included. The 

amendment aims at strengthening the governance of ESOs, notably to ensure that 
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key decisions are taken by national standardisation bodies from the EU and the 

European Economic Area (EEA).  

In addition, the ESOs are asked to come up with a plan by the end of 2022 to 

modernise their governance to improve inclusiveness, particularly of SMEs and civil 

society organisations.  

The Strategy also announces other actions such as the launch of the evaluation of 

Standardisation Regulation 1025/2012 (foreseen in Q3-Q4 2022) and the 

development of a horizontal approach to the development of technical or common 

specifications through implementing acts under sectoral legislation. 

Another dimension of the Strategy is related to the goal of boosting EU’s global 

leadership on standardisation. The Strategy foresees a number of soft measures to: 

- improve coordination among Member States on international standardisation 

matters 

- continue existing commitments on standardisation in EU trade agreements 

and use of dialogues and digital partnerships to cooperate with like-minded 

partners 

- improve cooperation with international partners 
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oS meeting on 10 November.  

 

 
 

 

 

Foreign Subsidies  
Further to the publication of a proposal for a Regulation on foreign subsidies 

distorting the internal market, the legislative process is ongoing.  

The European parliament’s Legal Affairs Committee (JURI) has issued a draft opinion 

drafted by its rapporteur Gilles Lebreton. The draft opinion aims at decreasing the 

Commission’s powers, which are found excessive, notably as regards sanctions. It is 

complemented by some 121 proposed amendments from other JURI members. 

Two other opinion committees have published amendments: the Internal Market 

Committee (IMCO) has published some 200+ amendments on which it is scheduled 

to vote on 28th March, whilst the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee (ECON) 

has issued 328 amendments. The  

The International Affairs Committee – the lead committee on the file – is scheduled 

to vote on 20 April. More than 500 amendments have been tabled (see here and here). 

In the Council, the French Presidency issued a note in advance of the Competitiveness 

Council meeting of 24/02. The note gives an overview of the proposal and Ministers’ 

preliminary feedback on the proposal’s background, objectives and general approach.  

The lead Committee is set to vote on this text in April 2021, and the French 

Presidency aims at reaching an agreement in the Council before the end of spring.  
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MARKET ACCESS 

Author : 

Olivier Janin 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2021/0223/COM_COM(2021)0223_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2021/0223/COM_COM(2021)0223_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/JURI-PA-704679_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/JURI-AM-719865_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/IMCO-AM-704698_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ECON-AM-704816_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/INTA-AM-719563_EN.pdf
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Free Trade Agreements – overview 
The European Commission has published an overview of Free Trade Agreements 
and other trade negotiations (January 2022), as well as an updated overview of 
Economic Partnership Agreements (February 2022). 
 

Country Current Status Next steps 

Singapore Trade and investment 
agreements were adopted in 
October 2018. On 21 November 
2019 the Free Trade Agreement 
entered into force.  
 

Investment Protection 
Agreement to be ratified by all 
the Member States before 
entering into force. Here more 
information 

Vietnam The FTA entered into force on 
1st August 2020. The 
Commission has updated its 
Guidance on the Rules of Origin 

Here more information  

Mercosur Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. In June 2019, 
EU and Mercosur reached a 
political agreement.  

The Commission has published 
the agreement in principle and its 
texts though these are not fully 
final yet.   

China Ongoing negotiations for an 
Investment Agreement. 
Agreement in principle reached 
on 30th December 2020 

The text of the agreement is 
being finalised and will need to be 
legally reviewed before 
submission for approval to the EU 
Council and the European 
Parliament.  

Australia Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. 12th round of 
negotiations took place on 7-18 
February 2022 by 
videoconference. 

No date for the next round of 
negotiations is scheduled yet. 
Here more information 
 

New 
Zealand 

Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. 11th round of 
negotiation took place on 28/06 
– 08/07. The Commission has 
published the Trade 
Sustainability Impact 
Assessment 

The date for the next round of 
negotiations is not scheduled yet. 
Here more information 
 
 

Indonesia Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. The latest 
round of negotiations took 
place on 15-26 June 2020. The 

The next round of negotiations 
will take place in July 2021. Here 
more information 

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/december/tradoc_118238.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/december/tradoc_118238.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2009/september/tradoc_144912.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2009/september/tradoc_144912.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-singapore-agreement/
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/sites/taxation/files/evfta-guidance.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-vietnam-agreement/
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2039
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/157964.htm
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2048
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2048
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/june/tradoc_159652.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/june/tradoc_159652.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-australia-trade-agreement/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/july/tradoc_159741.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/july/tradoc_159741.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/july/tradoc_159746.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/july/tradoc_159746.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/july/tradoc_159746.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-new-zealand-trade-agreement/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2020/july/tradoc_158900.07.10%20public%20report%20virtual%20round.doc.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2020/july/tradoc_158900.07.10%20public%20report%20virtual%20round.doc.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/indonesia/
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European Commission has 
published conclusions of the 
sustainability impact 
assessment 

 
Tunisia Ongoing negotiations for a free 

trade agreement. 4th round of 
negotiations took place in 28-30 
April/1-2 May 2019 in Tunis. 

Negotiations are at a standstill 
due to change of government in 
Tunisia and civil society protest. 
Here more information 

Chile Ongoing negotiations to revise 
and modernise the free trade 
agreement. The 10th round of 
negotiations took place in April 
2021. 

The 11th round of negotiations is 
not yet scheduled. Here more 
information  
 

ESA 
(Eastern and 
Southern 
Africa 
countries: 
Comoros, 
Madagascar, 
Mauritius, 
Seychelles 
and 
Zimbabwe) 

Ongoing negotiations to 
deepen the existing Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA). 
5th round of negotiations took 
place on 19-23 July. 

The next round of negotiations 
will take place in a few months. 
Here more information  
 

India On 5 February 2021, the EU-
India High-Level Dialogue on 
Trade Investment held its first 
meeting. The possibility of 
resuming negotiations on a 
trade and investment 
agreement was discussed. 
These have been suspended for 
7 years. 

 

 

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/158901.htm
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/158901.htm
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2023&title=Commission-reports-on-latest-negotiating-round-with-Tunisia
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2023&title=Commission-reports-on-latest-negotiating-round-with-Tunisia
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/tunisia/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/may/tradoc_159588.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/may/tradoc_159588.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/chile/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/july/tradoc_159762.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/regions/esa/
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RoHS2 Directive  
• Renewal of exemptions  

Further to the series of renewal requests submitted by the industry in Januray 2020, 

the Commission has contracted external consultants, namely Oeko-Institut together 

with Fraunhofer IZM, to perform the technical assessment. The assessment of sixteen 

requests for nine RoHS exemptions started in December: it is named RoHS project 

(‘Pack 22’). The study covers lead related exemptions 6(a)/6(a)-I, 6(b)/6(b)-I, 6(b)-II, 

6(c), 7(a), 7(c)-I and 7(c)-II (Annex III). The stakeholder consultation ran until 3 March 

2021 and the final technical study report was published in January 2022. For more 

details, please see the Technical specifications and the Project Description.  

Moreover, the stakeholder consultation for the pack 24 (which includes exemptions 

5(b), 18(b), 18(b)-I, 24, 29, 32 and 34 of Annex III and exemption 34 of Annex IV) ran 

until 8 June 2021. The consultation targeted at the following groups: EEE industry, 

EEE industry federations, Consultancies, Research institutions & universities, NGOs 

and Public administrations. The final technical study report was published in February 

2022. The consultants are Ramboll/Oeko-Institut. For more information, please refer 

to the Project Description. 

Furthermore, the stakeholder consultation for the pack 23 (which includes 

exemptions 4(f), 8(b)/8(b)-I, 13(a), 13(b)/13(b)-I/13(b)-II/13(b)-III, 15/15(a) & 9(a)-II - 

9(a)-II) ran until 27 May 2021. 

A new RoHS project (Pack 26) for the assessment of one exemption request has also 

started. The study covers an exemption request for lead as a thermal stabilizer in 

polyvinyl chloride (PVC) used as base material in amperometric, potentiometric and 

conductometric electrochemical sensors, to be listed in Annex IV of RoHS Directive. 

A stakeholder consultation is planned to be launched towards beginning of April 

2022. Stakeholders can register under Registration in order to regularly receive 

information on project progress and in order to be involved in the evaluation. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=127
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=127
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=354
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Pack-22_final_report_amended_February_2022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/Technical_Specifications_Pack_22.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Project_Description_Pack-22.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=362
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=127
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Project_Description_Pack24.pdf
http://www.rohs.biois.eu/requests3.html
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=4
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• RoHS General Review 

The public consultation on RoHS review is now open until 2 June 2022. The purpose 

of this consultation is to collect information and views from stakeholders on how the 

RoHS Directive could be improved in order to maintain its relevance and increase its 

efficiency. The evaluation of the Directive flagged as such potential areas for 

improvement:  

- the exemption process,  
- the process of reviewing the list of restricted substances,  
- the alignment of RoHS with other EU legislative frameworks (e.g. the more 

horizontal Regulation on chemicals, REACH) and the European Green 
Deal objectives, and in particular the CEAP, the Chemicals Strategy for 
Sustainability, the Zero pollution action plan and the Sustainable Products 
Initiative. 
 

Moreover, the call for evidence for an impact assessment on the RoHS review was 

open until 14 March 2022. An initial non-exhaustive list of possible options has been 

identified by the European Commission: 

- Maintain the RoHS Directive as it stands and introduce certain non-legislative 
(‘soft’) measures, such as an update of the RoHS FAQ document. This would 
include explaining the interaction with other legislation, such as the REACH 
Regulation and the Ecodesign Directive. 

- Simplify and clarify the RoHS Directive by introducing and revising legislative 
(‘hard’) measures and soft measures to: (i) clarify and improve the exemption 
criteria and process; (ii) clarify and improve the substance restrictions trigger, 
criteria and process; (iii) ensure coherence with other legislation, primarily 
REACH and Ecodesign; and (iv) improve implementation and enforcement. 

- Transform the RoHS Directive into a regulation, to simplify application and 
reduce unnecessary regulatory burden related to differing transposition in 
different Member States.  

- Repeal the RoHS Directive and incorporate its provisions into the REACH 
Regulation.  

- Repeal the RoHS Directive and address product requirements related to the 
environmentally sound recovery and disposal of electrical and electronic waste 
under sustainable products legislation (in the context of the Sustainable 
Products Initiative revising the Ecodesign Directive). 
 

The next steps of the RoHS Review are:  

• Support study (since April 2021)  
o The European Commission launched, in April 2021, a support study 

which is prepared by the consultants Oeko Institut and Ramboll. This 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13137-Review-Restriction-of-the-use-of-hazardous-substances-in-electronics/public-consultation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/1891-Hazardous-substances-in-electrical-electronic-equipment-evaluation-of-restrictions_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2019%3A640%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2019%3A640%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1583933814386&uri=COM:2020:98:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/system/files/2021-01/FAQ%20key%20guidance%20document%20-%20RoHS.pdf
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support study will include technical workshops and a stakeholder 
conference (which are expected to take place in 2022) 

o It will evaluate different policy options, including the nature of RoHS 
(should it be a regulation or a directive?) 

• Commission’s legislative proposal (expected for Q4 2022) 
 

 

 

Circular Economy Policy 
 

Sustainable Products Initiative  

• Leaked draft version of the Sustainable Products Initiative proposal  

At the beginning of March, a leak of the draft European Commission proposal on the 

Sustainable Products Initiative (SPI) became public, providing information on what 

would the official legislative text contain. 

The key points of the document include: 

- The SPI presents a draft Ecodesign Regulation, repealing the current 
Ecodesign Directive 2009/125/EC, and an amendment to amendment to the 
Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 on Market Surveillance and Compliance of 

Products. 

- The scope of Ecodesign will be extended via a horizontal legislation, covering 
a broad range of products and introduce new requirements. Product specific 
legislation in the form of Delegated Acts (Das) will regulate specific items or 
product groups. The Energy Labelling Regulation will continue to apply. 

- The new Ecodesign Regulation should not result in the duplication or 

replacement of restrictions of substances covered by Directive 2011/65/EU. 

- The methods for assessing the Ecodesign requirements will be selected and 

further developed, based on the nature of each product. These include: 

o Updates of the Methodology for Ecodesign of Energy related Products 
(MEErP) and the Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) method. 

o Development of ESO standards on material efficiency of ErPs. 

o Methods on circularity aspects like upgradability, reusability, ability to 
be remanufactured, and minimum recycled content. 

- The horizontal Ecodesign Regulation sets up the framework of the EU Digital 
Product Passport, which will be introduced on a product-by-product basis. 

Author : 

Timothée Tierny 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32009L0125
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32019R1020
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32019R1020
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32011L0065
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- The Regulation will allow the tracking and communication of sustainability 

information, including the presence of substances of concern in products 

throughout their life cycle. 

- “Self-regulation measures” will continue to be allowed when two or more 

companies band together and propose such as an alternative to a DA. 

- Introduce third-party conformity assessment, obliging Member States to 

notify the Commission and the other Member States of bodies authorised to 

carry out the third-party conformity assessment tasks. 

The official publication of the SPI is expected on 30 March 2022. It will be 
accompanied with several other legislative proposals, including ’’Empowering the 
consumer for the green transition’’. 

 

 
 

 

Sustainable consumption of goods – promoting repair and reuse 

• Call for evidence and public consultation on the ‘right to repair’ 

On 11 January, the European Commission opened a call for evidence for an impact 

assessment and a public consultation questionaire on the previously announced ‘right 

to repair’ initiative under the title ’’Sustainable consumption of goods – promoting 

repair and reuse’’. 

It is expected to lead to a legislative proposal amending the Sale of Goods Directive 

or possibly a separate new legislative proposal on the right to repair.  

It is also anticipated to produce synergies with other initiatives including the 

Sustainable Products Initiative , the  ’’Empowering consumers in the green 

transition’’, and the product-specific Ecodesign implementing regulations. 

The problems that the initiative aims to tackle include: 

- The limited interest of businesses to produce or supply more environmentally 
sustainable goods. 

- Low consumer information about disposal and sustainable purchasing and 
negative bias to second-hand and refurbished goods. 

- High repair costs for consumers. 

It will approach problems through consumer-related/relevant measures, with an 

overall objective of extending the useful life of goods. 

Author : 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12467-Consumer-policy-strengthening-the-role-of-consumers-in-the-green-transition_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12467-Consumer-policy-strengthening-the-role-of-consumers-in-the-green-transition_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13150-Sustainable-consumption-of-goods-promoting-repair-and-reuse_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13150-Sustainable-consumption-of-goods-promoting-repair-and-reuse_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019L0771
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12467-Consumer-policy-strengthening-the-role-of-consumers-in-the-green-transition_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12467-Consumer-policy-strengthening-the-role-of-consumers-in-the-green-transition_en
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Some of the more high-intervention policy options that the Commission is 

investigating include extending the legal guarantee of goods period beyond the 

current minimum of two years, and obligation to producers or sellers to repair goods 

beyond their legal guarantee period, in some cases for free. 

The deadline for feedback on the call for evidence and the consultation questionnaire 

is 5 April 2022, and the official Commission legislative proposal is expected around 5 

July 2022. 

• EP IMCO Committee adopts a draft motion for resolution on the ‘right to 

repair’ 

Ahead of the European Commission’s legislative proposal on the ‘right to repair’, the 

MEPs of the European Parliament's Committee on Internal Market and Consumer 

Protection (IMCO) voted in favour of a draft motion for resolution, setting out their 

demands. 

Tabled by the Chair Anna Cavazzini (Greens/EFA, DE), the adopted document is 

reported to call for the following measures: 

- The repair industry, including independent repairers, and consumers should be 

granted access to repair and maintenance information free of charge.  

- Software updates should be available only for a minimum period of time, and 

do not lead to a diminished performance. 

- Obligation to provide for a replacement good for the duration of a repair for 

certain products, extending guarantees and granting bonuses for consumers 

who choose to repair. 

- Requirements to design products to be longer-lasting and safely repaired, and 

their parts easily removed. 

- Harmonised rules for consumer information at the point of sale, including 

“repair scores”, estimated lifespan, spare parts, repair services, as well as the 

availability of software updates. 

- A possible joint manufacturer-seller liability mechanism. 

- Introduction of durability and repair requirements in a future Ecodesign 

Directive. 

The draft motion for resolution will be published here, when it becomes available. 

As next steps, the document will be voted on by MEPs in a plenary session in April. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/bg/press-room/20220309IPR25157/right-to-repair-meps-set-out-their-demands-ahead-of-commission-s-proposal
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/86793/ANNA_CAVAZZINI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/home/highlights
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Waste Framework Directive 
• Waste Framework review 

The revision of the Directive aims to improve waste management in line with the 

waste hierarchy. The key aims of the revision are to decrease waste generation, 

improve separate waste collection to yield optimal recycling results, including by 

avoiding contamination of recyclable waste, and increase the amounts of waste oils 

collected and treated in line with the waste hierarchy. The call for evidence was 

launched on 25 January and was open until 22 February 2022.  

The next steps of the review are: 

- Open public consultation (expected for Q2 2022) 

- Commission’s legislative proposal (expected for Q2 2023) 

• SCIP Database (previously ECHA Waste Database) 

Despite a lengthy debate, the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) eventually 

launched the SCIP database on 28 October 2020, and suppliers must submit SCIP 

notifications since 5 January 2021. As a reminder, ‘SCIP’ is the database for 

information on Substances of Concern In articles as such or in complex objects 

(products) established under the Waste Framework Directive. 

According to ECHA, the SCIP database displays 7 million searchable article 

notifications, from nearly 7 000 companies across the EU. Most notifications have 

come from companies in Germany, followed by Italy and France. This number counts 

duplicate notifications for the same article that were made by several actors in the EU 

supply chains, as well as notifications made for more than one article. Therefore, 

ECHA does not have an estimation for the exact number of different articles in the 

database.  
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13225-Environmental-impact-of-waste-management-revision-of-EU-waste-framework_en
https://echa.europa.eu/scip
https://echa.europa.eu/nl/-/7-million-searchable-articles-in-scip-database-improve-transparency-on-hazardous-chemicals
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REACH  
 

• Review 

The public consultation on REACH revision is now open for comments until 15 April 

2022. As a reminder, the Chemicals strategy for sustainability, adopted by the 

European Commission on 14 October 2020, lists a series of measures to achieve the 

EU’s zero pollution ambition for a toxic-free environment and is a key component of 

the European Green Deal. The Strategy recognises the need for a targeted revision of 

the REACH legislation to achieve its objectives.  

The next steps of the revision process are:  

• Q3 2021 to Q2 2022: targeted stakeholder consultations as part of supporting 

studies and workshops  

• 2022: drafting of a proposal for a revision of REACH 

• September 2022: publication of the impact assessment  

• Q4 2022: Commission adoption of the proposal  

The webpage on the REACH Revision is now available. This is part of an updated 

webpage on the implementation of the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability. 

The REACH Regulation was last evaluated in 2018. It concluded that REACH is 

effective but that there are opportunities for further improvement, simplification and 

burden reduction. Following the evaluation, a number of non-legislative actions have 

been launched (some of them finalised, others still ongoing) to improve the 

implementation of REACH. 

• Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) 

Four chemicals have been added to the Candidate List. Two are used, for example, in 

rubbers, lubricants and sealants, and have been included because they negatively 

affect fertility. One is used in lubricants and greases and has been added as it is 

persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic, and therefore harmful for the environment. 

One of the four substances is used in cosmetics and has been added to the Candidate 

List as it has hormone-disrupting properties in humans. The Candidate List of 

substances of very high concern now contains 223 entries for chemicals that can harm 

people or the environment. Companies are responsible for managing the chemicals 

safely and providing sufficient information to their customers and consumers. 

Issues of General Interest 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12959-Chemicals-legislation-revision-of-REACH-Regulation-to-help-achieve-a-toxic-free-environment/public-consultation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12264-Chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability-
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/reach_revision_chemical_strategy_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy/implementation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/28201
https://echa.europa.eu/-/four-hazardous-chemicals-added-to-the-candidate-list?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20220119&_cldee=dGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3d&recipientid=lead-ad9ecd88f2f8ea118123005056b9310e-518c93126fff4fe89a6800f0a300706a&esid=d4f14fb4-2d79-ec11-8134-005056b9310e
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Furthermore, new intentions to identify a substance of very high concern have been 

received for 1,1'-[ethane-1,2-diylbisoxy]bis[2,4,6-tribromobenzene] (EC 253-692-3, 

CAS 37853-59-1) and N-(Hydroxymethyl)acrylamide (EC 213-103-2, CAS 924-42-5), 

used as monomer for polymerisation. The deadline for comments is 19 April 2022. 

Moreover, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) has rejected challenges from chemical 

manufacturer Chemours to the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) over so-called 

GenX chemicals. Chemours will have to pay for its own court costs, as well as those 

incurred by ECHA and NGOs ClientEarth and CHEM Trust, which supported ECHA in 

its defense. In June 2019, ECHA’s Member State Committee voted to support a Dutch 

proposal to identify Hexafluoropropylene oxide dimer acid (HFPO-DA) — branded by 

Chemours as GenX chemicals — as a substance of very high concern. The chemicals 

had been developed by the company as a replacement for perfluorooctanoic acid, a 

substance that sparked health concerns. Chemours alleges that ECHA breached EU 

law in “exceed[ing] its competence … and manifestly erred in its assessment.” The 

company also claims ECHA’s decision “breaches the principle of proportionality since 

it is not necessary or appropriate” and wanted to see it annulled by the ECJ. The Court 

instead ruled that the case must be entirely dismissed “in its entirety,” describing 

Chemours’ arguments as “irrelevant,” “ineffective” and “unfounded.”  

• Restriction 

Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden have submitted an 

intention to restrict the manufacture, placing on the market and use of per- and 

polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) (EC/CAS -) on 15 July 2021. This is a large family of 

thousands of synthetic chemicals that are widely used throughout society. A call for 

evidence was held during the summer of 2020. ECHA also organised a webinar on 29 

October 2020 to learn about the REACH restriction process and the status of the 

proposed PFAS restriction. The five countries have launched a survey on PFAS and 

their alternatives and are looking for more information for the intended restriction. 

The deadline for comments was 17 October 2021. A regulatory management option 

analysis conclusion document (RMOA) is also available on ECHA’s website.  

The Belgian delegation provided information on coordinated action against PFAS 

during the EU Environment Council which was held on 6 October 2021.  

The next steps of the process are:  

- The five Member States would finalise the Annex XV dossier within 12 months 

of its notification to ECHA. ECHA would then publish the dossier following a 

conformity check. The expected date of submission of the dossier is now 13 

January 2023 (instead of 15 July 2022). 

http://elmlinks.echa.europa.__dWLyMkPmUmwHA
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS01MjA1M2FjN2Y4MTI0ZGMzOWUzNTgxYjVhZGRlYjZiMCIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIyMDY4LTRiZGM1OTk2MTkwOTQyYjc4MmE5MGRiNTQ0ODcyNWU0IiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjUiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2VjaGEuZXVyb3BhLmV1L3N1YnN0YW5jZXMtb2YtdmVyeS1oaWdoLWNvbmNlcm4taWRlbnRpZmljYXRpb24vLS9zdWJzdGFuY2UtcmV2LzY5MDA1L3Rlcm0_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lY2hhLXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9MjAyMjAzMDkmX2NsZGVlPWRHbHRiM1JvWldVdWRHbGxjbTU1UUc5eVoyRnNhVzB1WlhVJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtYWQ5ZWNkODhmMmY4ZWExMTgxMjMwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtNTIwNTNhYzdmODEyNGRjMzllMzU4MWI1YWRkZWI2YjAmZXNpZD1hZTVhMzJmYS05NDlmLWVjMTEtODEzNi0wMDUwNTY5NTJiMzEifQ/_RzSaP-ssNb1oi7Nn8tNiQ
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fcuria.europa.eu%2Fjuris%2Fdocument%2Fdocument.jsf%3Fdocid=254484%26mode=req%26pageIndex=1%26dir=%26occ=first%26part=1%26text=%26doclang=EN%26cid=249645/1/0102017f2725c66f-d9456914-6979-4a53-9b34-45f0b062612d-000000/VgAPioHvTxgd4GgQ73qoXalkyvA=259
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fecha.europa.eu%2Ffr%2F-%2Fmsc-unanimously-agrees-that-hfpo-da-is-a-substance-of-very-high-concern/1/0102017f2725c66f-d9456914-6979-4a53-9b34-45f0b062612d-000000/cffH_z7C0vHs0qqlrLyhDMpQNgQ=259
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fcuria.europa.eu%2Fjuris%2Fdocument%2Fdocument.jsf%3Ftext=%26docid=221021%26pageIndex=0%26doclang=EN%26mode=lst%26dir=%26occ=first%26part=1%26cid=7609776/1/0102017f2725c66f-d9456914-6979-4a53-9b34-45f0b062612d-000000/nZRTXtL92TlmrxAcgGWsyy-qHFc=259
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMjAyLTA4YmU5NzIxOTgzNjRhNzJiMDQyYzk4MDk5ZGFhNDdi%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0wZWQ5YzUzM2ZjMWY0N2E0OGJkMDI3ZDFhMGI1YzVmNA%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9tc3QuZGsvc2VydmljZS9ueWhlZGVyL255aGVkc2Fya2l2LzIwMjEvanVsL2ZvZXJzdGUtc2tyaWR0LW1vZC1hbnZlbmRlbHNlc2JlZ3JhZW5zbmluZy1hZi1wZXItb2ctcG9seWZsdW9yYWxreWwtc3RvZmZlci1wZmFzLWktZXVyb3BhLz9fY2xkZWU9ZEdsdGIzUm9aV1V1ZEdsbGNtNTVRRzl5WjJGc2FXMHVaWFUlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0wZWQ5YzUzM2ZjMWY0N2E0OGJkMDI3ZDFhMGI1YzVmNCZlc2lkPTBmMjZmYWQxLWZlZTktZWIxMS04MTJjLTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZQ&K=1BuNmgSYvfd5Lv1PImLZkg
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMjAyLTA4YmU5NzIxOTgzNjRhNzJiMDQyYzk4MDk5ZGFhNDdi%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0wZWQ5YzUzM2ZjMWY0N2E0OGJkMDI3ZDFhMGI1YzVmNA%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmVhY2gtY2xwLWJpb3ppZC1oZWxwZGVzay5kZS9TaGFyZWREb2NzL01lbGR1bmdlbi9ERS9SRUFDSC8yMDIxLTA3LTE5LUJlc2NociVDMyVBNG5rdW5nLXZvbi1QZXItdW5kLXBvbHlmbHVvcmllcnRlLVN0b2ZmZS5odG1sP19jbGRlZT1kR2x0YjNSb1pXVXVkR2xsY201NVFHOXlaMkZzYVcwdVpYVSUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLWFkOWVjZDg4ZjJmOGVhMTE4MTIzMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlLTBlZDljNTMzZmMxZjQ3YTQ4YmQwMjdkMWEwYjVjNWY0JmVzaWQ9MGYyNmZhZDEtZmVlOS1lYjExLTgxMmMtMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBl&K=VAhGQLtS3qpvtAOIwCffVA
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- Following the dossier’s publication, a 6-months publication consultation would 

start, in 2023 

- Based on the final ECHA opinion, the European Commission may decide to 

draft an amendment to restrict non-essential uses of PFAS under REACH 

Annex XV (expected in 2024) 

- The amendment of the Annex XV would then possibly enter into force in 2025 

Moreover, the submission of the Annex XV restriction report on 4,4'-

isopropylidenediphenol (bisphenol A, BPA) (EC 201-245-8, CAS 80-05-7) by Germany 

is postponed to 7 October 2022. 

ECHA also launched a call for evidence to collect further information to prepare for a 

possible restriction of 1,2-dichloroethane (EC 203-458-1, CAS 107-06-2) in articles for 

which an Article 69(2) screening report has been drafted. ECHA was also 

simultaneously collecting further information on other hazardous substances used as 

fumigants in freight containers and possible worker exposure to them, including 1,2-

dichloroethane. ECHA invited interested parties to provide relevant information by 

16 March 2022. 

Moreover, France has submitted a proposal to restrict the placing on the market and 

reuse of treated articles containing creosote (EC 232-287-5, CAS 8001-58-9) and 

creosote-related substances. The evaluation of the proposal by ECHA’s Committees 

for Risk Assessment (RAC) and Socio-Economic Analysis (SEAC) will begin in April 

2022. The proposal will be open for a six-month consultation after the committees 

agree that it conforms with the requirements set in the REACH Regulation. 

ECHA is also preparing a restriction proposal on substances containing ‘chloroalkanes 

with carbon chain lengths within the range from C14 to C17’. An indicative list of 

substances under investigation is available on the consultation page. ECHA invites 

interested parties to submit information on the risk management and waste 

management measures, the recycling of articles containing the concerned 

chloroalkanes and the use in PVC. The deadline is 25 March 2022. 

Furthermore, ECHA has published assessments concluding that there is currently no 

need to restrict the use of trichloroethylene (TCE; EC 201-167-4, CAS 79-01-6) and 1-

bromopropane (EC 203-445-0, CAS 106-94-5) in articles in accordance with Article 

69(2) of REACH. However, they will continue to monitor the situation, especially 

through their databases of substances of very high concern in articles (SiA and SCIP). 

• Autorisation 

ECHA invites comments on its proposal to include 8 substances of very high concern 

in the REACH Authorisation List, including lead. ECHA has included lead metal in its 
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http://elmlinks.echa.europa.
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS02MWE2MmY2MWMxY2I0ZDllYmFjMzZiMGJlZTljMjVmNiIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIyMDYxLTM4ZWIzYjdiM2FiMjRhZjE5YjdlMmVkNThjZDJjZTg2IiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjIiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2VjaGEuZXVyb3BhLmV1L2RvY3VtZW50cy8xMDE2Mi8xNzIzMy9yZXN0XzEtYnJvbW9wcm9wYW5lX3NjcmVlbmluZ19yZXBvcnRfcHVibGljX2VuLnBkZi9iYjFkNWNlOC1kYzdhLTRiMmUtMTAzYS0xOTY3OGUxYWI0ZTg_dD0xNjQ2MjA3MzUxNjQ1P3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZWNoYS13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249d2Vla2x5JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PTIwMjIwMzAyJl9jbGRlZT1kR2x0YjNSb1pXVXVkR2xsY201NVFHOXlaMkZzYVcwdVpYVSUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLWFkOWVjZDg4ZjJmOGVhMTE4MTIzMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlLTYxYTYyZjYxYzFjYjRkOWViYWMzNmIwYmVlOWMyNWY2JmVzaWQ9ZDgzYzAwMTUtMDE5YS1lYzExLTgxMzYtMDA1MDU2OTUyYjMxIn0/aMESHlbFQ5cof21hEPmQ4w
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS02MWE2MmY2MWMxY2I0ZDllYmFjMzZiMGJlZTljMjVmNiIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIyMDYxLTM4ZWIzYjdiM2FiMjRhZjE5YjdlMmVkNThjZDJjZTg2IiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjIiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2VjaGEuZXVyb3BhLmV1L2RvY3VtZW50cy8xMDE2Mi8xNzIzMy9yZXN0XzEtYnJvbW9wcm9wYW5lX3NjcmVlbmluZ19yZXBvcnRfcHVibGljX2VuLnBkZi9iYjFkNWNlOC1kYzdhLTRiMmUtMTAzYS0xOTY3OGUxYWI0ZTg_dD0xNjQ2MjA3MzUxNjQ1P3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZWNoYS13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249d2Vla2x5JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PTIwMjIwMzAyJl9jbGRlZT1kR2x0YjNSb1pXVXVkR2xsY201NVFHOXlaMkZzYVcwdVpYVSUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLWFkOWVjZDg4ZjJmOGVhMTE4MTIzMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlLTYxYTYyZjYxYzFjYjRkOWViYWMzNmIwYmVlOWMyNWY2JmVzaWQ9ZDgzYzAwMTUtMDE5YS1lYzExLTgxMzYtMDA1MDU2OTUyYjMxIn0/aMESHlbFQ5cof21hEPmQ4w
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draft 11th recommendation for authorisation, launching a public consultation until 2 

May 2022. There is also a call for information by the European Commission on the 

possible socio-economic consequences of subjecting lead metal to the REACH 

authorisation requirement.  

Moreover, ECHA is looking for comments on 13 applications for authorisation 

covering 17 uses of: 

o chromium trioxide (EC 215-607-8, CAS 1333-82-0) used in functional 

chrome plating, chromic acid anodising of aluminium spars, hard 

chromium coating, etching and electroplating of substrates; 

o 4-(1,1,3,3-tetramethylbutyl)phenol, ethoxylated (EC -, CAS -) used as a 

detergent in the purification of lapidated OspA protein subsequently 

used for manufacturing of a lyme disease vaccine candidate; 

o 4-nonylphenol, branched and linear, ethoxylated (EC 500-209-1, CAS 

68412-54-4) used for the manufacture of glass fibre articles for critical 

composite helicopter parts. 

More information about the uses that authorisation is applied for, including the 

description of the function of the substance, exposure scenarios, possible alternatives 

identified by the applicants, together with socio-economic information, is available 

on ECHA’s website. The deadline is 6 April 2021. 

In addition, the new report of ECHA details the impacts of REACH authorisation on 

trichloroethylene (TCE; EC 201-167-4, CAS 79-01-6) from its inclusion on the 

Candidate List in 2010 until January 2022. The need to obtain authorisation 

significantly reduced the use of TCE. Its annual use in the EU has dropped more than 

95 % from around 50 000 tonnes to an estimated 1 200 tonnes in the past 12 years. In 

industrial metal parts cleaning, its use has stopped altogether. The report also 

concludes that authorisation has reduced the risks related to TCE use. At the same 

time, it recognises that alternatives may pose risks to people and the environment. 

TCE is a solvent and degreasing agent used by various industries. It is known to cause 

cancer and is suspected of causing genetic defects. 

• Registration 

ECHA has updated its recommendations to help companies improve their registration 

dossiers and has added more advice on using read-across and weight of evidence. 

Statistics are available on the progress made in evaluating registered substances in 

2021. 

 

 

https://echa.europa.eu/recommendation-for-inclusion-in-the-authorisation-list/-/substance-rev/68608/term
https://comments.echa.europa.eu/comments_cms/CallForInfo.aspx?substancename=Lead&ecnumber=231-100-4
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1hZjkzZmFmZDE5OTQ0OGJjOGQyNDMxN2FmMTQ0OGMxZCIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIyMDQwLTg0Yjg5NmZjOWZmMDQ4MzBiNDBhNGIxN2QyZDQ1MmIzIiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjEiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2VjaGEuZXVyb3BhLmV1L2FwcGxpY2F0aW9ucy1mb3ItYXV0aG9yaXNhdGlvbi1jb25zdWx0YXRpb24_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lY2hhLXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9MjAyMjAyMDkmX2NsZGVlPWRHbHRiM1JvWldVdWRHbGxjbTU1UUc5eVoyRnNhVzB1WlhVJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtYWQ5ZWNkODhmMmY4ZWExMTgxMjMwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYWY5M2ZhZmQxOTk0NDhiYzhkMjQzMTdhZjE0NDhjMWQmZXNpZD1lM2JiODQ1MS04Njg5LWVjMTEtODEzNS0wMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUifQ/YNcLaLq_IZJ8zPX82KqJgQ
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1hZjkzZmFmZDE5OTQ0OGJjOGQyNDMxN2FmMTQ0OGMxZCIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIyMDQwLTg0Yjg5NmZjOWZmMDQ4MzBiNDBhNGIxN2QyZDQ1MmIzIiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjEiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2VjaGEuZXVyb3BhLmV1L2FwcGxpY2F0aW9ucy1mb3ItYXV0aG9yaXNhdGlvbi1jb25zdWx0YXRpb24_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lY2hhLXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9MjAyMjAyMDkmX2NsZGVlPWRHbHRiM1JvWldVdWRHbGxjbTU1UUc5eVoyRnNhVzB1WlhVJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtYWQ5ZWNkODhmMmY4ZWExMTgxMjMwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYWY5M2ZhZmQxOTk0NDhiYzhkMjQzMTdhZjE0NDhjMWQmZXNpZD1lM2JiODQ1MS04Njg5LWVjMTEtODEzNS0wMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUifQ/YNcLaLq_IZJ8zPX82KqJgQ
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS02MWE2MmY2MWMxY2I0ZDllYmFjMzZiMGJlZTljMjVmNiIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIyMDYxLTM4ZWIzYjdiM2FiMjRhZjE5YjdlMmVkNThjZDJjZTg2IiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjQiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2VjaGEuZXVyb3BhLmV1L3RlY2huaWNhbC1zY2llbnRpZmljLXJlcG9ydHM_-BCZFotxhLOu0Q
http://elmlinks.echa.europa._qn8oQ6K8uVBTkw
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• Microplastics 

The European Commission has started consulting the public on how to reduce the 

release of microplastics into the environment. The feedback period ends on 17 May 

and will help shape the Commission’s proposal for a regulation. 

 

 

  

REACH and Nanomaterials 
ECHA has published an update to the Appendix for nanoforms applicable to the 

Guidance on Registration and Substance Identification (version 2.0). The main 

changes include additional guidance on the joint submission of data, clarifications 

regarding the need for one dataset per nanoform/set of nanoforms and information 

on the registration of sets of nanoforms versus single nanoforms. Changes to the 

appendix are limited to sections 2 and 5 of the currently published document.  

Moreover, the European Union Observatory for Nanomaterials published an opinion 

about hazards of nanomaterials. 

 

 

 

Green Public Procurement 
The future proposal on ecodesign for sustainable products might include mandatory 

green public procurement criteria and the possibility for delegated acts to establish 

requirements applicable to public contracts (e.g. technical specifications, selection 

criteria, award criteria, etc.). The introduction of minimum mandatory green public 

procurement criteria will also be considered during the review of the Packaging 

Directive. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/microplastics-public-consultation-2022-02-22_en
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTMzMDcxOTUsImUiOiJ0aW1vdGhlZS50aWVybnlAb3JnYWxpbS5ldSIsInJpIjoibGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1hNmQ0ZDI0N2NiYjc0NDVkOTcwYTgzMWM0ZDk3NWNjOSIsInJxIjoicDEtYjIyMDMzLTM0NDYyZGU4ZTExNTQ2Yzg5NWQ1ODNjMGZiZDM4OGRhIiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjE0IiwidW4iOiIiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9kb2N1bWVudHMvMTAxNjIvMTcyNTAvaG93X3RvX3JlZ2lzdGVyX25hbm9fZW4ucGRmL2Y4YzA0NmVjLWY2MGItNDM0OS00OTJiLWU5MTVmZDllM2NhMD90PTE2NDM3MTY2ODAwOTU_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lY2hhLXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9MjAyMjAyMDImX2NsZGVlPWRHbHRiM1JvWldVdWRHbGxjbTU1UUc5eVoyRnNhVzB1WlhVJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtYWQ5ZWNkODhmMmY4ZWExMTgxMjMwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYTZkNGQyNDdjYmI3NDQ1ZDk3MGE4MzFjNGQ5NzVjYzkmZXNpZD0wZmY4MTYyMi0xNzg0LWVjMTEtODEzNS0wMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUifQ/uT5coA0_xieQIXbXXg3k0w
https://fhenvichem.cmail20.com/t/d-l-fljjhdd-tdididtrp-n/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative_en
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Environmental Footprint  
The future proposal on substantiating environmental claims using the 

Product/Organisation Environmental Footprint (PEF/OEF) methods is now expected 

to be published on 20 July 2022 (instead of 30 March 2022). This initiative will require 

companies to substantiate claims they make about the environmental footprint of 

their products/services by using standard methods for quantifying them. The aim is 

to make the claims reliable, comparable and verifiable across the EU. 

 

 

 

Revision of the Drinking Water Directive  
As part of the implementation of the Drinking Water Directive (DWD), the 

Commission adopted on 19 January 2022 a Decision establishing a watch list of 

substances and compounds of concern for water intended for human consumption. 

The watch list includes two endocrine disrupting compounds: 17-beta-estradiol and 

nonylphenol (see Decision annex document for details). EU Drinking water will have 

to be monitored closely for their presence.  

Member States have until 12 January 2023 to put in place monitoring requirements 

throughout the drinking water supply chain, as well as take measures if guidance 

values are exceeded. Over time, if new substances emerge that are likely to be 

present in drinking water and could pose a potential health risk—such as endocrine 

disruptors, pharmaceuticals or microplastics—the Commission will add them to the 

list. See Commission press release here. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12511-Environmental-performance-of-products-&-businesses-substantiating-claims_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/implementing-decision-drinking-water-directive-watch-list_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/publications/implementing-decision-drinking-water-directive-watch-list_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/zero-pollution-drinking-water-endocrine-disrupting-chemicals-new-watch-list-pollutants-2022-01-19_en
mailto:nathalie.devresse@orgalim.eu
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Renewable Energy Sources  
• Revision proposal on the Renewable Energy Directive (RED II) 

After publishing the revision proposal on the Renewable Energy Directive (RED II) 

on 14 July last year, the European Commission opened a call for feedback by 18 

November. 

The European Parliament (EP) and Council of the EU have begun analysing and 

drafting their amendments to the legislative text. 

On 14 February, the lead EP Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE), 

and their assigned rapporteur Markus Pieper (EPP, DE) tabled their first report of 

draft amendment proposals. 

On 17 March, after deliberating and collecting additional amendments, a second 

report became available. The ITRE Committee will have a debate on 20 April, and 

vote on 13 July 2022. 

On the Council’s side, a progress report is expected on 27 June 2022. 

 

 

 

Energy Efficiency  
 

Energy Efficiency Directive  

The  proposal for recast of the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) was published in July 

last year and was open for feedback by 19 November.  

The European Parliament (EP) and Council of the EU have begun analysing and 

drafting their amendments to the legislative text. 

ENERGY 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/amendment-renewable-energy-directive-2030-climate-target-with-annexes_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28224/MARKUS_PIEPER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-AM-729930_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-AM-729930_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-AM-729930_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0558
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On 18 February the lead EP Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE), and 

its assigned rapporteur Niels Fuglsang (S&D, DK) tabled their first draft amendment 

proposals, which can be accessed here. 

The ITRE Committee will have a debate on the next round of received amendments 

on 20 April, and vote on them on 14 June 2022. Thereafter, the final report will be 

voted by all MEPs during a plenary meeting in July 2022. 

On the Council’s side, a progress report is scheduled by 27 June 2022. 

 

 

 

Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD)  

• Recast proposal on the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) 

As a reminder, on 15 December, the European Commission adopted its proposal for a 

recast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD), widening its scope, 

increasing its requirements, and adding new sustainability aspects. 

The Commission opened a call for feedback on it by 10 February 2022 and extended 

its deadline to 31 March 2021. Thereafter, all input will be summarised and presented 

to the European Parliament and Council of the EU with the aim of feeding it into the 

legislative debate. 

In the meantime, the European Parliament has selected the Committee on Industry, 

Research and Energy (ITRE) to be in the lead of the file, with rapporteur Ciarán Cuffe 

(Greens/EFA, IR). 

The Council is expected to present its progress report on 27 June 2022.  

For more information and context, you can consult the European Parliament’s 

Briefing document. 

 

 

 

Energy Labelling Regulation 

On 21 February, a new version of the European Product Registry for Energy Labelling 

(EPREL) comprising an updated solution for digital supplier identity verification went 

into production.  
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/101585/NIELS_FUGLSANG/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-PR-703281_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12910-Energy-efficiency-Revision-of-the-Energy-Performance-of-Buildings-Directive_en
https://www.google.com/search?channel=trow5&client=firefox-b-d&q=Ciar%C3%A1n+Cuffe+
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698901
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The solution requires suppliers to obtain digital “seals” provided by third party trust 

service providers to verify key information about the supplier organisation.  

Compared to the test version launched earlier this year, the solution has been 

updated to accept seals formatted according to the relevant European standard 

widely used by trust service providers. A few suppliers have already successfully 

verified in the new environment.  

A freely available guideline for suppliers on registration and verification steps is 

available on the Energy Labelling webpage. 

Staff members from the European Commission are assisting supplier organisations 

with webinars to facilitate the verification process. To watch the demonstration of the 

verification process, please consult this link.  

 

 

 

Ecodesign Directive  
• Ecodesign Working plan 2020-2024 

The Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Working Plan 2020-2024, which will guide the 

European Commission’s work on individual product categories for the next years, is 

scheduled to be published on 30 March 2022. 

The Commission plans to adopt it together with several other legislative proposals in 

the ’’Circular Economy Package I’’. It will include the Sustainable Products Initiative, 

expected to widen the scope of the Ecodesign Directive beyond energy related 

products, and additional cross-cutting aspects. 

For more information, you can check the final report of the preparatory study and the 

Commission’s Roadmap. 

 

• Methodology for Ecodesign of Energy related Products (MEErP): 

The second report on the revision of the methodology for Ecodesign of Energy related 

Products (MEErP) is expected to be circulated at the end of March, together with the 

Sustainable Products Initiative. 

Shortly after, it is expected to be followed by a stakeholder meeting to present the 

progress achieved so far. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/energy-label-and-ecodesign/product-database_en#:~:text=Before%20starting%20registering%20their%20products%2C%20suppliers%20need%20to%20register%20themselves.%20A%20guideline%20is%20now%20available.
https://lightingeurope.org/events/653-eprel-live-demonstration-of-the-supplier-verification-process
https://www.ecodesignworkingplan20-24.eu/documents
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12852-Energy-efficiency-and-circular-economy-ecodesign-and-energy-labelling-working-plan-2020-2024_en


 
 

 

Orgalim Information Bulletin 02 /22 – March 2022 

 

Ecodesign Directive - Update on Lots / implementing measures 

ENTR Lot 1: Professional refrigeration: on 13 January 2022, took place the second 
stakeholder meeting on the professional refrigeration products’ revision study. The 
draft minutes and all related working documents are available on the project website. 
 
The next steps of the consultation process include the publication of the 2nd interim 
report in April and a Consultation Forum on the topic in the 2nd or 3rd quarter of 2022. 
 
The final report and the decision of the European Commission on the revision of the 
measures are expected in June. 
 
ENER Lot 1 & 2: Space and Water heaters: on 3 March, the European Commission 

launched calls for evidence for the revisions of: 

- The Energy Labelling and Ecodesign acts for hydronic central space heaters 

and combination heaters. 

- The Energy Labelling and Ecodesign requirements for dedicated water heaters 

and hot water storage tanks. 

The deadline to provide feedback on the calls is 31 March 2022. 

The Commission is expected to publish its Impact Assessments by September 2022, 

run inter-service consultations between the end of 2022 and early 2023, and adopt its 

proposals in the 3rd quarter of 2023. 

 

ENER Lot 20: Local space heaters: on 21 February, the European Commission 

launched its call for evidence for the revision of the Ecodesign requirements for local 

space heaters. 

Furthermore, on 10 March a Consultation Forum took place, discussing the list of 

spare parts that would have to be made available, and the topic of modularity 

regarding controllers. 

Another tentative Consultation Forum meeting is expected on 26 April on the review 

of the local space heaters’ Energy Label. As a reminder, a new study has been 

launched, which will attempt to merge the labelling measures with those of ENER Lot 

10: Air conditioners and comfort fans. 
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https://www.ecoprorefrigeration.eu/documents.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13204-Energy-efficiency-labelling-requirements-for-water-heaters-and-tanks-review-rescaling-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13205-Energy-efficiency-ecodesign-requirements-for-water-heaters-and-tanks-review-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13204-Energy-efficiency-labelling-requirements-for-water-heaters-and-tanks-review-rescaling-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13205-Energy-efficiency-ecodesign-requirements-for-water-heaters-and-tanks-review-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12834-Energy-efficiency-ecodesign-requirements-for-local-space-heaters-review-_en
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Energy Infrastructures 
 

Smart Grids 

On 27 January 2022, the European Commission’s Smart Grids Task Force (SGTF) 

organized a steering committee meeting. The Commission has provided an update 

on the work of TF expert groups as well as an update on relevant policy initiatives, 

such as the Digitalisation Action Plan for Energy. Regarding the expert groups, the 

Commission briefed on the work ongoing under the SGTF Expert Group 1  on data 

interoperability, expected to feed into the Commission’s drafting of the IAs of the 

Electricity Directive on metering & consumption data in Q3 2022. During the meeting, 

the Commission introduced its plan to relaunch the activities of the Expert Group 3 on 

demand side flexibility. The next steering meeting of the Smart Grids Task Force will 

take place in June 2022.  
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F-gases 
Early March, a leaked draft of the Fgas proposal came out (available from the 

Secretariat). Although it is impossible to tell how old and possibly outdated the leak 

was, it gave interesting insight on the orientations. The main conclusions that can be 

drawn are that the European Commission seems to intend to accelerate the decrease 

of fluorinated greenhouse gases’ use notably by substantially strengthen the 

Regulation’s provisions on phase-down and bans. 

To this end, the leak adapted the existing phase-down with a new timeline and stricter 

quantities. It also included a new phase-down on production. Moreover, a number of 

new bans would be introduced within a relatively short time, notably on refrigerators 

and freezers for commercial use (hermetically sealed equipment) that contain other 

fluorinated greenhouse gases with GWP of 150 or more, on any refrigeration 

equipment (hermetically sealed) that contains fluorinated greenhouse gases with 

GWP of 150 or more, and on stationary split air-conditioning equipment. 

Another notable provision relates to training & certification requirements, which 

would include energy efficiency aspects and be extended to “other relevant 

alternatives to fluorinated greenhouse gases”.  

The European Commission is finalising its inter-service consultation on the proposal 

which it intends to publish on 5th April. 
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Sustainable finance 
Following several months of uncertainty and heated debates over whether certain 

energy activities should be labelled as green for investors under the EU Taxonomy 

Framework, the Commission adopted “in principle” the Complementary Climate 

Delegated Act for the gas and nuclear sectors. Formal adoption will follow when all 

EU official language versions are available, after which a scrutiny period for the co-

legislators of four months (possible to extend by additional two months) will start. On 

1 January 2023, the DA will enter into force if approved by the co-legislators.  

Apart from economic activities contributing to climate objectives, the Commission is 

mandated by the EU Taxonomy Regulation to propose a list of sustainable economic 

activities contributing to the environmental objectives. Initially planned by end 2021, 

this list will be presented in a form of a delegated act in Q2 2022. Currently, the 

Commission’s expert group -the so-called Platform on Sustainable Platform-is 

finalising its recommendations for criteria that should qualify certain economic 

activities, including the manufacturing sector, as environmentally sustainable for 

investors in the future. The Platform plans to reveal a set of recommendations  on 21 

March 2022 and submit them to the Commission. The delegated acts do not impose 

mandatory lists of economic activities for investors to invest in, yet it is supposed to 

help them make an informed decision with a view of reorienting financial flows to the 

green transition, while avoiding greenwashing in the market.  

Additionally, the Commission will consider extending the existing taxonomy beyond 

sustainable activities to harmful and neutral activities and to activities contributing to 

social objectives.  The Commission’s decision will be informed by the Platform’s 

recommendation on a social taxonomy, published on 28 February 2022, and on the 

recommendations on activities harmful & neutral to sustainability to be available in 

mid-March 2022.  

Lastly, the taxonomy introduces new reporting obligations for large public companies 

above 500 employees as of 1 January 2022. The Commission has adopted a Draft 

Commission notice containing 33 FAQs to further support companies in their 

reporting of eligible economic activities and assets set out in the Disclosures 

Delegated Act under Article 8 of the EU Taxonomy Regulation. This document 

complements the 22 FAQs – published on 20 December 2021. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/220202-sustainable-finance-taxonomy-complementary-climate-delegated-act_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/220202-sustainable-finance-taxonomy-complementary-climate-delegated-act_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/280222-sustainable-finance-platform-finance-report-social-taxonomy.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/280222-sustainable-finance-platform-finance-report-social-taxonomy.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/sustainable-finance-taxonomy-article-8-report-eligible-activities-assets-faq-part-2_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/sustainable-finance-taxonomy-article-8-report-eligible-activities-assets-faq-part-2_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/sustainable-finance-taxonomy-article-8-report-eligible-activities-assets-faq_en.pdf
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PUBLICATIONS 
 

Author Date Title 

AFRY 10 January 2022 International 

transformation for circular 

economy 

European Parliament 27 January 2022 Digital transformation – 

Cost of Non-Europe 

European Commission 3 February 2022 Study on mapping data 

flows 

European Parliament  31 January 2022 Identification and 

assessment of existing and 

draft EU legislation in the 

digital field  

European Parliament  11 February 2022 Briefing - Common 

chargers – Revision of 

the Radio Equipment 

Directive  

Oeko-Institut 15 February 2022 Study to assess requests 

for a renewal of nine (-9-) 

exemptions 6(a), 6(a)-I, 

6(b), 6(b)-I, 6(b)-II, 6(c), 

7(a), 7(c)-I and 7 (c)-II of 

PUBLICATIONS & EVENTS 

https://databas.resource-sip.se/storage/Final%20Report%20International%20transformation%20for%20circular%20economy.pdf
https://databas.resource-sip.se/storage/Final%20Report%20International%20transformation%20for%20circular%20economy.pdf
https://databas.resource-sip.se/storage/Final%20Report%20International%20transformation%20for%20circular%20economy.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/699475/EPRS_STU(2022)699475_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/699475/EPRS_STU(2022)699475_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/82796
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/82796
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/703345/IPOL_STU(2022)703345_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/703345/IPOL_STU(2022)703345_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/703345/IPOL_STU(2022)703345_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/703345/IPOL_STU(2022)703345_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)699480
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)699480
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)699480
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)699480
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Pack-22_final_report_amended_February_2022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Pack-22_final_report_amended_February_2022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Pack-22_final_report_amended_February_2022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Pack-22_final_report_amended_February_2022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Pack-22_final_report_amended_February_2022.pdf
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Annex III of RoHS Directive 

(Pack 22) – Final Report 

European Commission  24 February 2022 EU funding for Broadband 

2021-2027 

Oeko-Institut 

 

25 February 2022 Final report on the “Study 

to assess requests for 

renewal of seven (-7-) 

exemptions 18(b), 18(b)-I, 

24, 29, 32 and 34 of Annex 

III and exemption 34 of 

Annex IV of RoHS Directive 

2011/65/EU (Pack 24) 

ENISA (European Union 

Agency for Cybersecurity) 

24 February 2022 NFV Security in 5G – 

Challenges and Best 

Practives 

 

EVENTS 

Organiser Date Name & Location 

Digital Europe 29 March 2022 The EU Chips Act: 

Asserting Europe’s place in 

the global tech race 

Online 

Politico 30 March 2022 Powering Europe’s digital 

decade: competitiveness 

and recovery 

Online 

EUROBAT 31 March 2022 Batteries Regulation: 

enabling sustainable and 

https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Pack-22_final_report_amended_February_2022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Pack-22_final_report_amended_February_2022.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/83587
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/83587
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_24/RoHS_Pack-24_final_16022022.pdf
https://www.enisa.europa.eu/publications/nfv-security-in-5g-challenges-and-best-practices/@@download/fullReport
https://www.enisa.europa.eu/publications/nfv-security-in-5g-challenges-and-best-practices/@@download/fullReport
https://www.enisa.europa.eu/publications/nfv-security-in-5g-challenges-and-best-practices/@@download/fullReport
https://www.digitaleurope.org/events/digital-deep-dive-the-european-chips-act-asserting-europes-place-in-the-global-tech-race/
https://www.digitaleurope.org/events/digital-deep-dive-the-european-chips-act-asserting-europes-place-in-the-global-tech-race/
https://www.digitaleurope.org/events/digital-deep-dive-the-european-chips-act-asserting-europes-place-in-the-global-tech-race/
https://www.politico.eu/event/powering-europes-digital-decade/#event-program
https://www.politico.eu/event/powering-europes-digital-decade/#event-program
https://www.politico.eu/event/powering-europes-digital-decade/#event-program
https://www.eurobat.org/events/event/67-batteries-regulation-enabling-sustainable-and-competitive-eu-value-chains
https://www.eurobat.org/events/event/67-batteries-regulation-enabling-sustainable-and-competitive-eu-value-chains
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competitive EU value 

chains 

Online 

Medtech  6 April 2022 Manufacturing the Future 

Galway, Ireland  

IoTAC 8 April 2022 The Need for IoT Security 

Standards & Certification 

Global IoT Day Roundtable 

Online 

CEPS 8 April 2022 
 

Sustainable Product Policy 

Initiative: A new 

framework for 

environmental 

performance of products 

Online 

European Internet Forum  20 April 2022 European chips act 

Hybrid event  

Forum Europe  28 April 2022 The EU Chips Act & 

Technological Sovereignty 

Brussels & online  

ECSCI 27-29 April 2022 The 2     ECSCI Workshop 

on Critical Infrastructure 

Protection 

Online 

https://www.eurobat.org/events/event/67-batteries-regulation-enabling-sustainable-and-competitive-eu-value-chains
https://www.eurobat.org/events/event/67-batteries-regulation-enabling-sustainable-and-competitive-eu-value-chains
https://www.manufacturingthefuture.ie/
https://iotac.eu/iot-day-roundtable-2022/
https://iotac.eu/iot-day-roundtable-2022/
https://iotac.eu/iot-day-roundtable-2022/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/sustainable-product-policy-initiative-a-new-framework-for-environmental-performance-of-products/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/sustainable-product-policy-initiative-a-new-framework-for-environmental-performance-of-products/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/sustainable-product-policy-initiative-a-new-framework-for-environmental-performance-of-products/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/sustainable-product-policy-initiative-a-new-framework-for-environmental-performance-of-products/
https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-events/sustainable-product-policy-initiative-a-new-framework-for-environmental-performance-of-products/
https://www.internetforum.eu/events/events/1288-european-chips-act.html
https://thechipsact.eu/?utm_campaign=1071220_The%20EU%20Chips%20Act%20coming%20soon&utm_medium=dotdigital&utm_source=Forum%20Europe&dm_i=4SEG%2CMYK4%2CFYSZ8%2C2SWO0%2C1
https://thechipsact.eu/?utm_campaign=1071220_The%20EU%20Chips%20Act%20coming%20soon&utm_medium=dotdigital&utm_source=Forum%20Europe&dm_i=4SEG%2CMYK4%2CFYSZ8%2C2SWO0%2C1
https://www.finsec-project.eu/second-ecsci-virtual-workshop
https://www.finsec-project.eu/second-ecsci-virtual-workshop
https://www.finsec-project.eu/second-ecsci-virtual-workshop
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CEIR, Europump and 

Pneurop  

10 May 2022 Sustainability and 

Decarbonisation: how can 

the EU’s industrial policy 

support industry’s efforts? 

Brussels, Belgium  

European Conference on 

Networks and 

Communications (EuCNC) 

and 6G Summit 

07-10 June 2022 EuCNC & 6G Summit 

Grenoble, France  

ENISA, DG CONNECT 23-24 June 2022  Annual Privacy Forum 

(APF)  

Warsaw, Poland 

https://www.2022jointconference.be/
https://www.2022jointconference.be/
https://www.2022jointconference.be/
https://www.2022jointconference.be/
https://www.eucnc.eu/
https://privacyforum.eu/
https://privacyforum.eu/
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