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Construction Products Regulation (CPR) 
The first results of the public consultation on the revision of the Construction Products 

Regulation were recently made available (here). This consultation focused on impacts 

of the 5 policy scenarios, drafted by DG GROW, ranging from improving the 

regulation through guidance, to repairing, enhancing, and even repealing it.  

The validation workshop will take place on 24 March 2021. The workshop aims to 

preview the preliminary results and findings. Stakeholders can also share their views 

on the conclusions before the finalisation of the impact assessment study. 

In addition, the European Commission is putting into place a structure to revise the 

CPR technical acquis: harmonised standards, other technical specifications and EC 

delegated and implementing acts. The European Commission has set up an informal 

Expert Group to support the Commission in the work to prioritise, prepare and then 

revise the so-called “CPR Acquis”. This work is performed according to a priority list 

established with Member States: 36 sub-groups corresponding to the product areas 

identified by the CPR and up to 5 thematic sub-groups to deal with horizontal issues 

(e.g. fire safety, dangerous substances, sustainability, etc.). Several trade 

associations raised concerns about the lack of involvement of industry experts in the 

work on the future of the CPR technical acquis.  

In parallel, the European Parliament adopted its report on the CPR implementation in 

March (the full text is available here). As a reminder, the IMCO Committee initiated 

discussions on this matter last year, under the lead of MEP Christian Doleschal (EPP, 

Germany). The European Parliament urgently calls on the Commission to find a quick 

and viable solution to improve standardisation processes and remove the backlog of 

non-cited standards as a priority. The report also highlights the need for effective 

market surveillance.  

 

INTERNAL MARKET 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12458-Review-of-the-Construction-Products-Regulation/public-consultation
https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/99d6816f-0226-4af8-b569-689e8918f664/page/BmQ0B
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/40762
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/construction/product-regulation/acquis_en
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https://orgalim.eu/sites/default/files/attachment/Letter_CPR-Acquis_2021.02.01_Final.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0074_EN.html
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Pressure Equipment Directive (PED)  
A joint Machinery Expert Group and Working Group Pressure will take place on 24 

March to discuss the PED Guideline C-13. This Guideline relates to a question of 

whether a final machine that includes items of pressure equipment and one or several 

of those items are excluded from the PED by Article 1 (2), should be regarded or not 

as an assembly covered by the PED. Recent discussions on this Guideline are about 

keeping or deleting note 1 which refers to a hydraulic system of an item of machinery 

which can meet the definition of assemblies in PED Article 2(6), but as it is not 

intended to be put into service as such, it is not covered by Article 4 (2b). 

The European Commission published a new list of PED harmonised standards in the 

Official Journal on 10 February (L 46/40) , as an Implementing Decision (EU) 2021/157 

amending Implementing Decision (EU) 2019/1616 on industrial valves, welding 

procedures, equipment for refrigerating systems and heat pumps, shell boilers, 

metallic industrial piping, copper and copper alloys, LPG equipment and accessories 

and safety devices for protection against excessive pressure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Industrial Policy 
 
On 22 February, the European Commission presented a Communication on an 

“Action Plan on Synergies between civil, defence and space industries”. The 

objectives of this policy document are threefold: 

• Promote complementarity between the EU instruments and programmes 

relevant for these industries to increase synergies 

• Ensure that increased investments in defence or in space programmes benefit 

to the economy at large  

• Provide the defence industry with the developments occurring in the civil 

industry (start-ups, SMEs and RTOs -research and technology organisations). 

This action plan will build on the capability-driven approach, where users define on 

the long run what capability they need and express their intentions for procurement 

Issues of General Interest 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021D0157&from=EN
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that will offer the desired capability. Both the defence and the space industry already 

use this methodology. 

Among the 11 actions announced in the Communication, the Commission wants to 

develop technology roadmaps for a series of “critical technologies”, many of which in 

our industry sectors 

• ELECTRONICS & DIGITAL (Artificial Intelligence, advanced analytics and big 

data; Cybersecurity and cyber defence technologies; Digital forensic 

technologies; High-performance computing, cloud and data spaces; 

Photonics; Ultra-low power microprocessors, lightweight printed or flexible 

electronics; Quantum technologies;  Secure communications and networking; 

Sensors (including electro-optical, radar, chemical, biological, radiation, etc.) 

• MANUFACTURING (Advanced and additive manufacturing; Advanced 

materials technologies and sustainable materials by design; 

Nanotechnologies; Robotics; Semiconductors and microelectronics) 

• SPACE & AERONAUTICS (Space technologies including design and 

manufacturing of launchers and satellites; Secure precision timing, positioning 

and navigation technologies; High-definition Earth Observation technologies; 

Satellite-based secure communication and connectivity) 

• HEALTH (Biotechnologies; Chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear 

technologies) 

• ENERGY (Energy technologies including energy storage, energy resilience, 

renewables, hydrogen and nuclear)  

• MOBILITY (Autonomous systems) 

These technology roadmaps will be developed by a new Observatory for Critical 

technologies to be set up within the Commission services, based on an assessment 

produced every two years. They may lead to the launch of new flagship projects 

beyond those announced in the Action Plan on “EU drones technologies”, “EU space-

based global secure communications systems” and “EU strategy for Space Traffic 

Management”. 

Other actions proposed in the Communication include the development of hybrid 

standards and the creation of an “innovation incubator” to support dual-use 

innovation. 
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Digital Policy 
 

“e-Privacy” Regulation 

On 10 February, the EU Council gave its greenlight (via a Council mandate) to the 

Portuguese Presidency to start talks with the European Parliament on the final text 

of the proposed “e-Privacy” Regulation 

The current “ePrivacy” directive was adopted in 2002 as lex specialis to the general 

data protection regulation (GDPR) and requires an adaptation to new technological 

and market developments. The Commission presented a revision proposal in January 

2017. The European Parliament adopted its first report in October of the same year 

but the Council had not succeeded in agreeing on a text until now. 

The Regulation will cover electronic communications content transmitted using 

publicly available services and networks, and metadata related to the 

communication. Metadata includes, for example, information on location and the 

time and recipient of communication. It is considered potentially as sensitive as the 

content. To ensure full protection of privacy rights and to promote a trusted and 

secure Internet of Things (IoT), the rules will also cover machine-to-machine data 

transmitted via a public network. 

• The rules will apply when end-users are located in the EU. This also covers 

cases where the processing takes place outside the EU or the service provider 

is established or located outside the EU. 

• As a main rule, electronic communications data will be confidential. Any 

interference, including listening to, monitoring and processing of data by 

anyone other than the end-user will be prohibited, except when permitted by 

the e-Privacy Regulation (for example, ensuring the integrity of 

communications services, checking for the presence of malware or viruses, or 

cases where the service provider is bound by EU or Member States’ law for the 

prosecution of criminal offences or prevention of threats to public security). 

• Metadata may be processed for instance for billing, or for detecting or 

stopping fraudulent use. With the user’s consent, service providers could, for 

example, use metadata to display traffic movements to help public authorities 

and transport operators to develop new infrastructure where it is most needed. 

Metadata may also be processed to protect users’ vital interests, including for 

monitoring epidemics and their spread or in humanitarian emergencies, in 

particular natural and man-made disasters. In certain cases, providers of 

electronic communications networks and services may process metadata for a 

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6087-2021-INIT/en/pdf
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purpose other than that for which it was collected, even when this is not based 

on the user’s consent or certain provisions on legislative measures under EU or 

member state law. This processing for another purpose must be compatible 

with the initial purpose, and strong specific safeguards apply to it. 

• As the user’s terminal equipment, including both hardware and software, may 

store highly personal information, such as photos and contact lists, the use of 

processing and storage capabilities and the collection of information from the 

device will only be allowed with the user’s consent or for other specific 

transparent purposes laid down in the regulation. 

• The end-user should have a genuine choice on whether to accept cookies or 

similar identifiers. Making access to a website dependent on consent to the use 

of cookies for additional purposes as an alternative to a paywall will be allowed 

if the user is able to choose between that offer and an equivalent offer by the 

same provider that does not involve consenting to cookies. 

• To avoid cookie consent fatigue, an end-user will be able to give consent to the 

use of certain types of cookies by whitelisting one or several providers in their 

browser settings. Software providers will be encouraged to make it easy for 

users to set up and amend whitelists on their browsers and withdraw consent 

at any moment. 

• The text also includes rules online identification, public directories, and 

unsolicited and direct marketing. 

Once definitely adopted by the Council and the European Parliament, the Regulation 

will be transmitted to the Member States who will have two years to apply it. It will 

replace the current e-Privacy Directive.  

 

2030 Digital Compass 

On 9 March, the European Commission presented a Communication on "2030 Digital 

Compass: the European way for the Digital Decade".  

This document sets out: 

a) Four objectives (called “cardinal points”) towards 2030 

• At least 80% of all adults should have basic digital skills, and there should be 

20 million employed ICT specialists in the EU – while more women should take 

up such jobs; 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-digital-compass-2030_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-digital-compass-2030_en.pdf
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• All EU households should have gigabit connectivity and all populated areas 

should be covered by 5G; the production of cutting-edge and sustainable 

semiconductors in Europe should be 20% of world production; 10,000 climate 

neutral highly secure edge nodes should be deployed in the EU; and Europe 

should have its first quantum computer; 

• Three out of four companies should use cloud computing services, big data and 

Artificial Intelligence; more than 90% of SMEs should reach at least basic level 

of digital intensity; and the number of EU unicorns should double to 250; 

• All key public services should be available online; all citizens will have access to 

their e-medical records; and 80% citizens should use an eID solution. 

 
b) A framework of digital principles 

This framework will be based on EU fundamental rights such as :  

• Freedom of expression, including access to diverse, trustworthy and 

transparent information,  

• Freedom to set up and conduct a business online, 

• Protection of personal data and privacy, and right to be forgotten,   

• Protection of the intellectual creation of individuals in the online space. 

The principles will be identified through a wide societal debate and could for example 

include: 

• Universal Access to internet services 

• A secure and trusted online environment 

• Universal digital education and skills for people to take an active part in society 

and in democratic processes 

• Access to digital systems and devices that respect the environment 

• Accessible and human-centric digital public services and administration 

• Ethical principles for human centric algorithms 

• Protecting and empowering children in the online space 

• Access to digital health services.  
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The Commission will propose to include these principles and rights in an inter-

institutional solemn declaration between the European Commission, the European 

Parliament and the Council. 

 

c) Digital Compass 

The Commission will propose a policy programme to be adopted by the  European 

Parliament and the Council, in the forma of a “Digital Compass” that will include: 

• concrete targets to reach the four cardinal points measured at EU and national 

level with key performance indicators based on an enhanced Digital Economy 

and Society Index (DESI) 

• a governance structure-including an annual “European State of the Digital 

Decade Report” by the Commission to the European Parliament and Council 

on the progress towards the Digital Decade  

• A monitoring of the digital principles endorsed in the inter-institutional 

declaration, and 

• (iv)a mechanism to organise with Member States a set of  Multi-Country 

Projects that are necessary for building Europe’s digital transition in critical 

areas, some of which listed in the Communication (p. 16&17) 

 

  

 

Machinery Directive (MD) 
The Commission scheduled the first Machinery Expert Group meeting on 23-24 

March. Under general activities, the meeting will mainly cover an update of the 

Machinery Directive (MD) revision process, some information on the new initiative on 

road circulation for mobile machinery, as well a presentation of the study on the 

Competitiveness of the EU engineering industries and the impact of digitalisation. 

The rest of the meeting on the first day will focus on standardisation activities and 

follow-up questions and comments on issues related to the application of the MD.  

A new list of MD harmonised standards was published in the Official Journal on 2 

March (L 72/12) , as an Implementing Decision (EU) 2021/377 amending Implementing 

Decision (EU) 2019/436 on harmonised standards for machinery drafted in support of 

Directive 2006/42/EC. To verify the actual status of a certain MD harmonised 

standard, the references of MD harmonised standards published as Implementing 

Author : 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021D0377&from=EN
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Decisions should be consulted together considering subsequent publications which 

may replace/update/withdraw references of standards published beforehand.  

 

 

 

Outdoor Noise Directive (OND)  
After almost two years of inactivity, the OND Working Group of the European 

Commission met on 17 March. This meeting was initially scheduled on 2 February 

2021. The main objective of this meeting was to discuss the results of the Outdoor 

Noise Directive (OND) evaluation and the preferred option for the revision.  

As a reminder, the European Commission released its long-awaited report on the 

OND evaluation at the end of 2020. The European Commission put forward two main 

options to update this piece of legislation. The first option is to revise the OND Annex 

III only, through delegated acts, to update measurement methods. The second option 

is to launch a revision of the whole directive.  

Most of the industry has showed a strong preference for the first option since it allows 

tackling the most urgent issue: the outdated measurement methods. Alternatively, 

the Notified Bodies have called for a full revision of the Directive. In addition, the 

Notified Bodies raised comments on the noise database, which can be revised without 

launching a full revision. While Notified Bodies want to keep Article 16 obligations, 

they require to revise the method used for the data collection.  

 

 

 

Electromagnetic Compatibility Directive 
(EMCD)  
On 16 March, the European Commission published in the EU Official Journal an 

Implementing Decision (EU) 2021/455 amending Implementing Decision (EU) 

2019/1326 on harmonised standards for electromagnetic compatibility of control 

circuit devices and switching elements, and multimedia equipment (L 89/17 – 

16.03.2021).  

 

Author : 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:715:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021D0455&from=EN
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Regulation on market surveillance and 
compliance 
The European Commission issued on 5 March a guidance document on the practical 

implementation of Article 4 (tasks of economic operators) of the Regulation (EU) 

2019/1020 on market surveillance and compliance. In the framework of this 

Regulation, Article 4 will become applicable as of 16 July 2021. Its main goal is to 

facilitate checks on compliance documents, by guaranteeing that there is an 

economic operator established in the EU, who is the contact point for market 

surveillance authorities (MSA) and responsible for ensuring that the compliance 

documents are made available on request.  

The Guidance covers five sections, elaborating on: the scope of Article 4, the types of 

economic operators referred to in this article, their tasks and obligations, details on 

the practical application of Article 4 according to the type of economic operator, as 

well as advice to MSA and border authorities on how to make use of Article 4 and what 

to expect from the economic operators concerned by this article. The last section of 

the guidance consists of the legal text of Article 4.  

In terms of the scope of application, an economic operator covered by Article 4 is 

required for products that fall under the product-specific legislation (e.g. for 

machinery, outdoor noise, pressure equipment, radio equipment, energy related 

products, gas appliances etc.).  

Article 4 refers to the following economic operators: EU manufacturer, importer (if 

the manufacturer is based outside the EU), authorities representative (mandated by 

the manufacturer to perform the tasks prescribed by Article 4 on its behalf), fulfilment 

service product (if there is no manufacturer, importer or authorised representatives 

established in the EU). The main duties of these economic operators are:  

- to verify that the declaration of conformity/performance has been created and 

keep it (for 10 years after the product has been placed on the market) 

- to check that the technical documentation has been created and make it 

available to MSA on request.  

- If the operator has reasons to believe the product presents a risk, he/she is 

required to take specific actions when asked by MSA (e.g. provide the 

declaration of conformity or technical documentation to the authorities, 

cooperate with them, make sure any necessary corrective action is taken to 

remedy a non-compliance situation).  

All these tasks apply equally regardless of the type of economic operator performing 

them. Practically speaking, sector-specific legislation already requires specific 

https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/44908
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obligations for manufacturers and importers, overlapping with and going beyond the 

tasks specified in Article 4 (3). Exceptions to this are the EU pieces of legislation on 

machinery, outdoor noise, and ecodesign, which do not explicitly impose on these 

economic operators to inform MSA where they have a reason to believe a product 

covered by these legal acts may be risky. On the other hand, manufacturers or 

importers who are economic operators as described in Article 4 and who place on the 

market products covered by the above legislation will still have to undertake this task 

for these products. The roles and practical implications of the other economic 

operators concerned by Article 4 (authorised representative, fulfilment service 

provider) are further elaborated on in the Guidance.  

 

 

 

Standardisation Policy  
In the context of the Blue Guide revision, the Commission has recently opened a short 

consultation specifically for standardisation experts, on the standardisation chapters 

(4.1.2 and 4.1.3) of the Blue Guide. This consultation closed on 12 March. 

Based on the feedback received in the first round of consultations on the Blue Guide 

last year, the Commission attempted to limit the proposed changes to those issues 

on which they believe that there is a sufficient level of consensus. Therefore, sections 

which describe in detail the process for the development of harmonised standards (in 

particular on standardisation requests, assessment of draft harmonised standards 

during their development, verification of harmonised standards prior to the 

publication of their references in the OJEU as well as the publication decisions by the 

Commission) are taken out, because these issues are primarily covered in the 

Vademecum on European standardisation. Instead, the focus is on the role and 

effects of harmonised standards, in particular from the perspective of economic 

operators.  

The Commission’s aim is to publish the final revised Blue Guide by the end of July 

2021. 
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oS meeting 

on 10 

November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Trade Policy – new trade strategy 
On 18th February, the European Commission presented its open, sustainable and 

assertive EU trade strategy. Reflecting the concept of open strategic autonomy, the 

Commission is putting sustainability at the heart of its new trade strategy, supporting 

the transformation of its economy to a climate-neutral one. The strategy includes a 

series of headline actions which focus on delivering stronger global trading rules and 

contributing to the EU’s economic recovery. 

The strategy prioritises a major reform of the World Trade Organisation, including 

global commitments on trade and climate, new rules for digital trade, reinforced rules 

to tackle competitive distortions, and restoring its system for binding dispute 

settlement. 

With the new strategy, the EU hopes to strengthen the capacity of trade to support 

the digital and climate transitions, notably by removing unjustified trade barriers in 

the digital economy and by reinforcing its alliances, such as the transatlantic 

partnership, together with a stronger focus on neighbouring countries and Africa so 

as to be better able to shape global change. At the same time, the EU will adopt a 

tougher, more assertive approach towards implementation and enforcement of its 

trade agreements, fighting unfair trade and addressing sustainability concerns. 

The previous day, the European Commission and High Representative Josep Borrell 

had presented a strategy reaffirming the EU commitment to rules-based 

multilateralism and laying out the EU's expectations of and ambitions for the 

multilateral system. Willing to defend its priorities and values (peace and security, 

human rights and the rule of law, sustainable development, public health, or climate), 

the EU proposes to modernise the multilateral system, and more specifically the 

World Health Organisation and the World Trade Organisation (see above). It will also 

promote he development of new global norms and the establishment of cooperation 

Issues of General Interest 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:5bf4e9d0-71d2-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:5bf4e9d0-71d2-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/93292/joint-communication-european-parliament-and-council-strengthening-eu%E2%80%99s-contribution-rules_en
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platforms in areas such as taxation, the digital sphere or Artificial Intelligence. The EU 

also seeks to build a more inclusive multilateralism, notably by building new 

partnerships with third countries and engaging with civil society as well as the private 

sector, social and other stakeholders. 

 

 

 

Free Trade Agreements – overview 
Country Current Status Next steps 

Singapore Trade and investment 
agreements were adopted in 
October 2018. On 21 November 
2019 the Free Trade Agreement 
entered into force.  
 

Investment Protection 
Agreement to be ratified by all the 
Member States before entering 
into force. Here more information 

Vietnam The FTA entered into force on 
1st August 2020. The 
Commission has updated its 
Guidance on the Rules of Origin 

Here more information  

Mercosur Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. In June 2019, 
EU and Mercosur reached a 
political agreement. The 
Commission has published a 
draft sustainability impact 
assessment. 

On the occasion of a high-level 
meeting, the different sides 

discussed a way forward for the 
ratification and entry into force of 
the EU-Mercosur Agreement. 
Here more information 

China Ongoing negotiations for an 
Investment Agreement. 
Agreement in principle reached 
on 30th December 2020 

The text of the agreement is being 
finalised and will need to be 
legally reviewed before 
submission for approval to the EU 
Council and the European 
Parliament.  

Australia Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. 9th round of 
negotiations took place on 30 
November – 11 December. 

The date for the next round of 
negotiations is scheduled March 
2021. Here more information 
 

New 
Zealand 

Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. 9th round of 
negotiation took place on 23-30 
November. This round resulted 

The date for the next round of 
negotiations is not scheduled yet. 
Here more information 
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http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-singapore-agreement/
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/sites/taxation/files/evfta-guidance.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-vietnam-agreement/
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2039
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/158889.htm
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/158889.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-mercosur-association-agreement/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/159237.htm
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/159237.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-australia-trade-agreement/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/159197.htm
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/159197.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/eu-new-zealand-trade-agreement/


 
 

 

Orgalim Information Bulletin 02 /21 – March 2021 

 

in a provisional agreement on 
two additional chapters: ‘Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs)’ and ‘Capital 
Movements’ 

 

Indonesia Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. The latest 
round of negotiations took 
place on 15-26 June 2020. The 
European Commission has 
published conclusions of the 
sustainability impact 
assessment 

 

The date for the next round of 
negotiations is not scheduled yet. 
Here more information 

Tunisia Ongoing negotiations for a free 
trade agreement. 4th round of 
negotiations took place in 28-30 
April/1-2 May 2019 in Tunis. 

Negotiations are at a standstill 
due to change of government in 
Tunisia and civil society protest. 
Here more information 

Chile Ongoing negotiations to revise 
and modernise the free trade 
agreement. The 9th round of 
negotiations took place in 
January 2021. 

The 10th round of negotiations is 
scheduled 19-30 April 2021. Here 
more information  
 

ESA 
(Eastern and 
Southern 
Africa 
countries: 
Comoros, 
Madagascar, 
Mauritius, 
Seychelles 
and 
Zimbabwe) 

Ongoing negotiations to 
deepen the existing Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA). 
3rd round of negotiations took 
place on 24-27 November. 

The date for the next round of 
negotiations will take place in 
April. Here more information  
 

India On 5 February 2021, the EU-
India High-Level Dialogue on 
Trade Investment held its first 
meeting. The possibility of 
resuming negotiations on a 
trade and investment 
agreement was discussed. 
These have been suspended for 
7 years. 
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https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2020/july/tradoc_158900.07.10%20public%20report%20virtual%20round.doc.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2020/july/tradoc_158900.07.10%20public%20report%20virtual%20round.doc.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/158901.htm
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/158901.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/indonesia/
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2023&title=Commission-reports-on-latest-negotiating-round-with-Tunisia
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2023&title=Commission-reports-on-latest-negotiating-round-with-Tunisia
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/tunisia/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/february/tradoc_159408.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/february/tradoc_159408.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/chile/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/159151.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/regions/esa/
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RoHS2 Directive  
 

• Renewal of exemptions  

Further to the series of renewal requests submitted by the industry in Januray 2020, 

the Commission has contracted external consultants, namely Oeko-Institut together 

with Fraunhofer IZM, to perform the technical assessment. The assessment of sixteen 

requests for nine RoHS exemptions started in December: it is named RoHS project 

(‘Pack 22’). The study shall cover lead related exemptions 6(a)/6(a)-I, 6(b)/6(b)-I, 6(b)-

II, 6(c), 7(a), 7(c)-I and 7(c)-II (Annex III). The stakeholder consultation ran until 3 March 

2021 and the final technical study report is expected in September 2021. For more 

details, please see the Technical specifications and the Project Description.  

Moreover, regarding Pack 23 (which includes exemptions 4(f), 8(b)/8(b)-I, 13(a), 

13(b)/13(b)-I/13(b)-II/13(b)-III, 15/15(a) and 9(a)-II), the stakeholder consultation is 

expected to start in March or April 2021 and the final technical study report is 

expected in October or November 2021. The external consultants are Bio Innovation 

Service, UNITAR and Fraunhofer IZM. 

Finally, the stakeholder consultation for Pack 24 (which includes exemptions 18(b), 

18(b)-I, 24, 29, 32 and 34 of Annex III and exemption 34 of Annex IV) will be held in 

April or May 2021. The final technical study report is expected in October or 

November 2021. The external consultants are Ramboll and Oeko-Institut. 

 

• RoHS General Review 

The RoHS review has started with the RoHS evaluation. The study was launched in 

2019, and the publication of the final report is expected in March 2021. The study 

follows the Better Regulation principles and includes an assessment of how RoHS has 

been performing so far (efficiency, effectiveness, coherence, added value of the 

Directive). The conclusions will be incorporated into the Staff Working Document of 

the Commission, which is expected for Q2 of 2021. Moreover, the Commission 

contracted consultants to help with the impact assessment. The study will run for 10 

months, starting from March 2021. The impact assessment will evaluate different 

ENVIRONMENT 

https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=127
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=127
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=354
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/Technical_Specifications_Pack_22.pdf
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_22/RoHS_Project_Description_Pack-22.pdf
http://www.rohs.biois.eu/
https://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/index.php?id=127
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policy options, including the nature of RoHS (regulation or directive). The 

Commission’s legislative proposal is scheduled for Q1 of 2022.  

 

• Potential restriction of additional substances  

The Commission released in February 2021 the study to support the review of the list 

of restricted substances and to assess a new exemption request under RoHS 2 (Pack 

15). A consortium led by Oeko-Institut was requested by DG Environment of the 

European Commission to prepare a study to support the review of the list of restricted 

substances and to provide technical and scientific support for the evaluation of 

exemption requests under the RoHS 2 regime. The work was undertaken by Oeko-

Institut together with the Fraunhofer Institute IZM. The study recommends including 

Tetrabromobisphenol A (TBBP-A, flame retardant) and Medium chain chlorinated 

paraffins (MCCPs) in Annex II. A selective restriction of beryllium bearing alloys in 

abrasive EEE components, such as electric motor brushes, should also be considered. 

 

 

 

 

Circular Economy Policy 
 

• Sustainable Products Initiative  

In the autumn of last year, the European Commission launched a public consultation 

on the Sustainable Products Initiative roadmap. All contributions are available here. 

As a reminder, the main points of interest include broadening the scope of the 

Ecodesign Directive beyond energy related products, mandatory requirements for 

recycled content, information and labelling, and digital product passports. 

As a next step, the Commission will launch another public consultation in the form of 

a questionnaire, which is expected to be circulated in the second half of March. The 

final proposal is planned to be adopted in the 4th quarter of 2021, but 1st quarter of 

2022 is becoming more likely.  

 

• EP Own-Initiative report on Circular Economy Action Plan 

The European Parliament adopted on 10 February a resolution on the New Circular 

Economy Action Plan (CEAP), which was launched by the ENVI Committee, with lead 

Rapporteur Jan Huitema (RE, Netherlands). As a reminder, this report is not legally 

binding, but poses political weight on future decisions. 

Author : 
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ce50dc9c-6c19-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-190653414
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ce50dc9c-6c19-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-190653414
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative/feedback?p_id=8532104
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0040_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0040_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/JAN_HUITEMA/home
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The report comes in response to the European Commission’s Communication on the 

new CEAP from 11 March 2020, and provides a comprehensive set of policy 

recommendations to achieve a carbon-neutral, sustainable, toxic-free and fully 

circular economy by 2050.  

The resolution’s main calls and recommendations include: 

- Product design requirements that prevent waste, reduce energy, resource use, 

harmful substances, pollution and protect human health. 

- Binding targets and circularity indicators for materials use, recycled content, 

and consumption footprint on each product category. 

- Sustainable Products Policy: 

o Broadening of Ecodesign’s scope to include non-energy related products 

already in 2021. 

o Horizontal sustainability principles and product-specific standards on 

durability, reusability, remanufacturing, recyclability, resource and 

material efficiency. 

- Measures against greenwashing, false environmental claims and planned 

obsolescence, and EU Ecolabel strengthening. 

- Minimum GPP criteria and targets. 

- National Recovery Plans to embrace the circular economy principles. 

- Specific measures on several key product value chains. 

 

 

 

Waste Framework Directive 
 

SCIP Database (previously ECHA Waste Database) 

Despite a lengthy debate, the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) eventually 

launched the SCIP database on 28 October 2020, and suppliers shall submit SCIP 

notifications since 5 January 2021. As a reminder, ‘SCIP’ is the database for 

information on Substances of Concern In articles as such or in complex objects 

(products) established under the Waste Framework Directive. 

Author : 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1583933814386&uri=COM:2020:98:FIN
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Moreover, a legal opinion on SCIP was commissioned by a group of German 

associations. In short, according to the main outcomes of the legal opinion:  

o No clear authority can be derived for ECHA to independently define additional 

requirements beyond the requirements of Article 33(1) of the REACH 

Regulation.  

o In addition, there are reasonable doubts as to the compatibility of the 

mandatory fields specified by ECHA and several general principles of European 

law. Under the conditions provided for this purpose in Art. 263 TFEU, an action 

for annulation of the mandatory fields specified by ECHA is conceivable.  

o Finally, given that suppliers had no opportunity to enter data before end of 

October 2020, the commencement of the requirement as of January 5, 2021 

set out in Art. 9(1)(i) of the Waste Framework Directive appears no longer 

compatible with the principle of protection for reliance on the legal situation 

originally envisaged, which is also inherent in EU law. 

A letter was therefore sent to Ms Maive Rute, Deputy Director-General of DG GROW, 

to inform the European Commission about the key results of the report. However, 

there are currently no plans for further legal action on the part of the associations 

involved.  All EU institutions are strong supporters of the SCIP database and 

requested the industry to submit required information.  

The Member States transposition of notification requirements is still ongoing but 

non-harmonised. The European Commission has also notified the SCIP amendment 

of the Waste Framework Directive to the WTO in February 2021. 

In addition, ECHA has already received 6.6 million notifications from around 3000 

legal entities. Moreover, ECHA has published advices on oversized SCIP dossiers 

(dossiers with more than 1000 components). Furthermore, the main SCIP user manual 

“Requirements for SCIP notifications” is now available in 23 official EU languages. 

ECHA has also updated the Candidate List package on reference substances, aligning 

it with the updated Candidate List and has published tips to improve submissions 

through system-to-system (S2S).  
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fgrowth%2Ftools-databases%2Ftbt%2Fnview.cfm%3Fp%3DEU_778_EN&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cjean-paul.heine%40toyota-europe.com%7C957d6f6e778845a64ccd08d8c93581d3%7C52b742d13dc247acbf03609c83d9df9f%7C0%7C0%7C637480578939848890%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=wCQTVk1%2BkwVzYQ%2BLqjahsri8msIlb1r7SUwQqGBy2Nk%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/31721461/advice_on_oversized_scip_dossiers_en.pdf/f573ba6f-21a4-9c27-493a-6dcf08e5e6b8
https://echa.europa.eu/en/scip-support
https://echa.europa.eu/en/candidate-list-package?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210120&_cldee=c3RlcGhhbmllLm1pdHRlbGhhbUBvcmdhbGltLmV1&recipientid=lead-ec2f02f98c2fe911810a005056952b31-ab5654b99716416ab9d07b326a8ef011&esid=bed1ba1a-0d5b-eb11-8128-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/en/candidate-list-table?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210120&_cldee=c3RlcGhhbmllLm1pdHRlbGhhbUBvcmdhbGltLmV1&recipientid=lead-ec2f02f98c2fe911810a005056952b31-ab5654b99716416ab9d07b326a8ef011&esid=bed1ba1a-0d5b-eb11-8128-005056b9310e
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIwMzU3LTlhMjQ3ODQzNGI2YzRjNTY4NTQ3MWQ0ZTY1YTk2MjA2%3Ac3RlcGhhbmllLm1pdHRlbGhhbUBvcmdhbGltZS5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC04M2U1MTk0NDQ5ZDFlODExODEwNjAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMS01OGUwY2NiNTdlNzM0N2EzYjJmMWQxMGM3MWY4ZGU5YQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9kb2N1bWVudHMvMTAxNjIvMjgyMTM5NzEva2V5X3RpcHNfZm9yX3N1Y2Nlc3NmdWxfc2NpcF9ub3RpZmljYXRpb25fZW4ucGRmLzQ1MmEwZmI2LTJhOTEtY2EzNy0wMzRlLTdiM2MwOWE2OTViZT9fY2xkZWU9YzNSbGNHaGhibWxsTG0xcGRIUmxiR2hoYlVCdmNtZGhiR2x0WlM1dmNtYyUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTgzZTUxOTQ0NDlkMWU4MTE4MTA2MDA1MDU2OTUyYjMxLTU4ZTBjY2I1N2U3MzQ3YTNiMmYxZDEwYzcxZjhkZTlhJmVzaWQ9NzdjODhlNWItNWI0NC1lYjExLTgxMjctMDA1MDU2OTUyYjMx&K=WhDwiI-ghN0h1hlooIyyqQ
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIwMzU3LTlhMjQ3ODQzNGI2YzRjNTY4NTQ3MWQ0ZTY1YTk2MjA2%3Ac3RlcGhhbmllLm1pdHRlbGhhbUBvcmdhbGltZS5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC04M2U1MTk0NDQ5ZDFlODExODEwNjAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMS01OGUwY2NiNTdlNzM0N2EzYjJmMWQxMGM3MWY4ZGU5YQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9kb2N1bWVudHMvMTAxNjIvMjgyMTM5NzEva2V5X3RpcHNfZm9yX3N1Y2Nlc3NmdWxfc2NpcF9ub3RpZmljYXRpb25fZW4ucGRmLzQ1MmEwZmI2LTJhOTEtY2EzNy0wMzRlLTdiM2MwOWE2OTViZT9fY2xkZWU9YzNSbGNHaGhibWxsTG0xcGRIUmxiR2hoYlVCdmNtZGhiR2x0WlM1dmNtYyUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTgzZTUxOTQ0NDlkMWU4MTE4MTA2MDA1MDU2OTUyYjMxLTU4ZTBjY2I1N2U3MzQ3YTNiMmYxZDEwYzcxZjhkZTlhJmVzaWQ9NzdjODhlNWItNWI0NC1lYjExLTgxMjctMDA1MDU2OTUyYjMx&K=WhDwiI-ghN0h1hlooIyyqQ
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Chemicals Policy  
During the last CARACAL meeting held on 3 March, members exchanged views on 

the Commission's newly presented chemicals strategy for sustainability. As a 

reminder, the strategy adopted by the European Commission on 14 October lists a 

series of measures to achieve the EU’s zero pollution ambition for a toxic-free 

environment and is a key component of the European Green Deal. In short, the 

Commission provided an indicative timing of actions on the Revision of REACH (and 

related actions in the Chemicals Strategy):  

• March-April 2021: stakeholder consultation  

• Q1 2021 to Q1 2022: supporting actions and studies  

• Autumn 2021 to early autumn 2022: impact assessment  

• 2022: drafting proposal for revision of REACH 

• End of 2022: Commission adoption of proposal  

Moreover, the Commission gave an update on the new concept of ‘Essential Uses’. 

The feedback received showed that the concept involves not only complex technical 

but also political questions, so that both technical and political levels should be 

involved. The Commission will consider the comments and suggestions received, 

reflect on the involvement of experts from other legislative areas, and develop a 

working paper to be presented at a workshop dedicated to discussing the concept, its 

use and possible criteria. The Commission is also considering launching a study to 

continue, amongst others, the legal analysis, assess possible criteria, the scope of 

application and the policy options which will determine the decision-making process.  

 

 

 

REACH  
 

• Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) 

As part of the SVHC 2020 Roadmap launched by the Council of the EU in 2013, all 

relevant, currently known, substances of very high concern have been identified and 

Issues of General Interest 
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https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/b95f5e3f-1ff1-468c-9a6f-cd22d926369d/details
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12264-Chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability-
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/roadmap-to-address-substances-of-very-high-concern-complete?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210210&_cldee=dGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3d&recipientid=lead-ad9ecd88f2f8ea118123005056b9310e-b5a7e73b3ca14fa7854551408025cc1b&esid=b76eb7ef-8e6b-eb11-8128-005056b9310e
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included in the Candidate List. Systematic screening of registered substances has 

been key in identifying new chemicals of concern. The goal of the SVHC Roadmap 

was to identify all relevant, currently known substances of very high concern and 

include them on the Candidate List by 2020. SVHCs are chemicals that are 

carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic to reproduction (CMRs), persistent, bioaccumulative 

and toxic or very persistent and very bioaccumulative (PBTs/vPvBs) and chemicals 

that pose an equivalent level of concern like endocrine disruptors (EDs) and 

sensitisers. The Candidate List now contains more than 200 substances. The roadmap 

also aimed to efficiently identify new chemicals of concern. EU Member States and 

ECHA have systematically screened information on registered substances. By the end 

of 2020, Member States had carried out regulatory management option analysis 

(RMOA) on around 220 chemicals of potential concern and identified a need for 

further regulatory action for about 80 % of them. 

Moreover, new intention to identify a substance of very high concern has been 

received for: 

o glutaraldehyde (EC 203-856-5, CAS 111-30-8) 

o 2,2-bis(bromomethyl)propane1,3-diol (BMP); 2,2-dimethylpropan-1-ol, 

tribromo derivative, 3-bromo-2,2-bis(bromomethyl)-1-propanol (TBNPA); 2,3-

dibromo-1-propanol (2,3-DBPA) (EC -, CAS -). 

o  medium-chain chlorinated paraffins (MCCP)   

o 4,4'-(1-methylpropylidene)bisphenol; (bisphenol B)  

o medium chain-chlorinated paraffins (MCCP) (EC -, CAS -). These substances 

are used in polymers/rubbers, adhesives and sealants, coating products, 

working fluids and textile treatment products and dyes; 

o phenol, alkylation products (mainly in para position) with C12-rich branched or 

linear alkyl chains from oligomerisation, covering any individual isomers and/ 

or combinations thereof (PDDP) (EC -, CAS -). These substances are used in the 

manufacture of chemicals, rubber products and plastic products; 

o 2,2-bis(bromomethyl)propane1,3-diol (BMP); 2,2-dimethylpropan-1-ol, 

tribromo derivative/3-bromo-2,2-bis(bromomethyl)-1-propanol (TBNPA); 2,3-

dibromo-1-propanol (2,3-DBPA) These substances are used in the 

manufacture of plastic products and chemicals; 

o orthoboric acid, sodium salt (EC 237-560-2, CAS 13840-56-7). The substance is 

not registered under REACH. 

Identification of SVHCs may lead to further risk management through authorisation. 

http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDEzLWU5YjU2ZWJjNTE0MTQ0Y2U5OTk2ZjM2MjJhYjIxNmFm%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0yOTQ4YzEyN2E5NjQ0ZTk1ODc2OGNhZjkyMDYzM2U5NA%3AZmFsc2U%3AMw%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9yZWdpc3RyeS1vZi1zdmhjLWludGVudGlvbnMvLS9kaXNsaXN0L2RldGFpbHMvMGIwMjM2ZTE4NWFlNTBmZT91dG1fc291cmNlPWVjaGEtd2Vla2x5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fY29udGVudD0yMDIxMDExMyZfY2xkZWU9ZEdsdGIzUm9aV1V1ZEdsbGNtNTVRRzl5WjJGc2FXMHVaWFUlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS0yOTQ4YzEyN2E5NjQ0ZTk1ODc2OGNhZjkyMDYzM2U5NCZlc2lkPTBlMjQ0YzRlLTg3NTUtZWIxMS04MTI3LTAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMQ&K=2Z_EY3gGllYbPiAGuHunWA
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDIwLTVlZTFkODgzY2Q4YzQxYThiYmFmYmMwODA0NjRiZGM5%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1iNjZhNzYzMWIwY2Q0MzM3YTJkNzdhZTY5NGU2ZjY2OQ%3AZmFsc2U%3ANA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9yZWdpc3RyeS1vZi1zdmhjLWludGVudGlvbnMvLS9kaXNsaXN0L2RldGFpbHMvMGIwMjM2ZTE4NTcxNjA3Nj91dG1fc291cmNlPWVjaGEtd2Vla2x5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fY29udGVudD0yMDIxMDEyMCZfY2xkZWU9ZEdsdGIzUm9aV1V1ZEdsbGNtNTVRRzl5WjJGc2FXMHVaWFUlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1iNjZhNzYzMWIwY2Q0MzM3YTJkNzdhZTY5NGU2ZjY2OSZlc2lkPWJlZDFiYTFhLTBkNWItZWIxMS04MTI4LTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZQ&K=n2-Dy3ln6foHlOi1bMGrAw
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• Restriction 

The European Commission is preparing a proposal for a regulation on mercury. While 

the use of mercury is restricted in most products in the EU, its use still occurs in some 

products. This initiative focuses on further restricting the remaining uses of mercury 

in the EU, especially in dental amalgam and certain other mercury-added products, 

such as lamps and measuring devices, and their international trade. This contributes 

to the zero pollution ambition for a toxic-free environment, as announced in the 

European Green Deal. The roadmap is open for feedback for 4 weeks (until 2 April 

2021). The public consultation is planned for Q3 2021 and Commission adoption is 

planned for Q4 2022. 

Moreover, ECHA has submitted an intention to restrict the placing on the market, or 

use, of 2,4-dinitrotoluene (EC 204-450-0, CAS 121-14-2), as a substance in articles for 

supply to the general public or to professional workers in concentrations above 0.1 %. 

The restriction proposal is expected on 16 July 2021. A call for evidence started on 27 

January 2021 and closed on 10 March 2021. 

In addition, the ECHA Committees SEAC and RAC continued their discussions on the 

restriction proposal submitted by Germany concerning the manufacture, use and 

placing on the market of PFHxA, its salts and the related substances. Due to their 

unique properties, perfluorinated substances like perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA) are 

used to manufacture articles and products in large quantities in the EU. The opinion 

development has been extended on this proposal for two reasons: the high number 

of comments received through the wide stakeholder consultation and to allow more 

time for evaluating the derogation requests. An agreement is expected in March 

2021. 

Furthermore, the consolidated opinions of the Committees for Risk Assessment and 

Socio-Economic Analysis for cobalt carbonate (EC 208-169-4, CAS 513-79-1), cobalt 

di(acetate) (EC 200-755-8, CAS 71-48-7), cobalt dichloride (EC 231-589-4, CAS 7646-

79-9), cobalt dinitrate (EC 233-402-1, 10141-05-6) and cobalt sulphate (EC 233-334-2, 

CAS 10124-43-3) submitted by ECHA are available online. 

Finally, according to a new ECHA's study on the costs and benefits of REACH 

restriction, restricting the manufacture and use of chemicals that pose a risk in the EU 

results in health benefits worth around €2.1 billion each year over the next decades. 

The health benefits include, for example, reduced risk of cancers, sexual development 

disorders, occupational asthma and allergic skin or respiratory diseases. As the 

associated costs to society add up to €0.5 billion per year, the health benefits are four 

times greater than the costs. 

 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12924-Mercury-review-of-EU-law
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http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDI3LTVhYmE5OWNjNThkNjRlMGU4NGY2ZjFmZjFiMTMwYjk3%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1hZjE4NGE5NzJhZmY0OGI1YmMzOWZmZjQwMDkyMGY3Yg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTM%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9yZWdpc3RyeS1vZi1yZXN0cmljdGlvbi1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODFkNTc1Yzg_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lY2hhLXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9MjAyMTAxMjcmX2NsZGVlPWRHbHRiM1JvWldVdWRHbGxjbTU1UUc5eVoyRnNhVzB1WlhVJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtYWQ5ZWNkODhmMmY4ZWExMTgxMjMwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYWYxODRhOTcyYWZmNDhiNWJjMzlmZmY0MDA5MjBmN2ImZXNpZD1hODI4NDFhMi04NTYwLWViMTEtODEyOC0wMDUwNTZiOTMxMGU&K=qjRnsLDdJ-zhEUjNHQtQ1Q
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDI3LTVhYmE5OWNjNThkNjRlMGU4NGY2ZjFmZjFiMTMwYjk3%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1hZjE4NGE5NzJhZmY0OGI1YmMzOWZmZjQwMDkyMGY3Yg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTM%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9yZWdpc3RyeS1vZi1yZXN0cmljdGlvbi1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODFkNTc1Yzg_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lY2hhLXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9MjAyMTAxMjcmX2NsZGVlPWRHbHRiM1JvWldVdWRHbGxjbTU1UUc5eVoyRnNhVzB1WlhVJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtYWQ5ZWNkODhmMmY4ZWExMTgxMjMwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYWYxODRhOTcyYWZmNDhiNWJjMzlmZmY0MDA5MjBmN2ImZXNpZD1hODI4NDFhMi04NTYwLWViMTEtODEyOC0wMDUwNTZiOTMxMGU&K=qjRnsLDdJ-zhEUjNHQtQ1Q
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDI3LTVhYmE5OWNjNThkNjRlMGU4NGY2ZjFmZjFiMTMwYjk3%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS1hZjE4NGE5NzJhZmY0OGI1YmMzOWZmZjQwMDkyMGY3Yg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTM%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9yZWdpc3RyeS1vZi1yZXN0cmljdGlvbi1pbnRlbnRpb25zLy0vZGlzbGlzdC9kZXRhaWxzLzBiMDIzNmUxODFkNTc1Yzg_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lY2hhLXdlZWtseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9MjAyMTAxMjcmX2NsZGVlPWRHbHRiM1JvWldVdWRHbGxjbTU1UUc5eVoyRnNhVzB1WlhVJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtYWQ5ZWNkODhmMmY4ZWExMTgxMjMwMDUwNTZiOTMxMGUtYWYxODRhOTcyYWZmNDhiNWJjMzlmZmY0MDA5MjBmN2ImZXNpZD1hODI4NDFhMi04NTYwLWViMTEtODEyOC0wMDUwNTZiOTMxMGU&K=qjRnsLDdJ-zhEUjNHQtQ1Q
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/restricting-hazardous-chemicals-protects-millions-of-europeans-from-serious-diseases?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210217&_cldee=dGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3d&recipientid=lead-ad9ecd88f2f8ea118123005056b9310e-811a379fc023410abf22379d583f6613&esid=b9bd55d9-ff70-eb11-8129-005056b9310e
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• Authorisation 

As a reminder, the European Commission authorised in December 2020 five out of 

the six essential uses of chromium trioxide (EC 215-607-8; CAS 1333-82-0) applied by 

the CTAC consortium. These authorised uses are: formulation (use 1); hard chrome 

plating (use 2); surface treatment aeronautics and aerospace (use 4); miscellaneous 

surface treatment (use 5); and passivation of tin-plated steel (ETP) (use 6).  

However, the European Parliament voted on 23 February 2021 in favour of suing the 

European Commission over its decision and of bringing this case to the Court of 

Justice of the EU to seek its annulment. The European Parliament has repeatedly 

criticised the Commission for its failure to scrutinise companies’ authorization 

requests for a lack of data.  

Moreover, ECHA has launched a consultation on two applications for authorisation on 

chromium trioxide used in functional plating of engine valves and valve actuation 

(“lash adjusters”, use 1) and in industrial formulation of a chromium trioxide solution 

below 0.1 % w/w concentration for the passivation of copper foil used in the 

manufacture of lithium ion batteries for motorised vehicles (use 2). The deadline for 

comments is 14 April 2021. 

Furthermore, on 25 February 2021, the Court of Justice of the European Union has 

published its landmark judgment in Case C-389/19 P (Sweden v Commission) that 

concerns the authorisation process under the EU’s chemical legislation. The Court 

dismissed the appeal lodged by the European Commission against a judgment on the 

Case T-837/16, regarding a Commission decision granting an authorisation for uses of 

certain lead chromate pigments. The Court has dismissed the first three grounds of 

appeal. The Court upheld the Commission’s fourth plea as a result of which the effects 

of the annulled decision can be maintained until the Commission adopts a new 

decision.  

In addition, ECHA has published its guidance on the preparation of an application for 

autorisation. This document, updated in January 2021, describes how to prepare an 

application for authorisation and provides guidance on analysis of the alternatives 

and substitution plan. It also describes how third parties may prepare and submit 

information on alternatives. The updated guidance reflects the 2019 General Court 

judgments on interpreting the suitability of alternatives in the application process. It 

clarifies the need for applicants to include substitution plans in their applications if the 

analysis of alternatives shows that suitable alternatives are available in the EU – 

although these alternatives might not be technically or economically feasible for the 

applicant. ECHA also updated its How to apply for authorisation guide to reflect the 

changes made to the guidance. It explains how applicants are required to include 

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/?fuseaction=list&n=10&adv=0&coteId=3&year=&number=&version=ALL&dateFrom=&dateTo=&serviceId=&documentType=&title=chromium+trioxide&titleLanguage=&titleSearch=EXACT&sortBy=NUMBER&sortOrder=DESC&language=en
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDQ4LTdlNDU4ZTQzNjM5MzQwNmY4ZThkYTBlYjdhNjcxZWYz%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS04MTFhMzc5ZmMwMjM0MTBhYmYyMjM3OWQ1ODNmNjYxMw%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9hcHBsaWNhdGlvbnMtZm9yLWF1dGhvcmlzYXRpb24tY29uc3VsdGF0aW9uLy0vc3Vic3RhbmNlLXJldi8yNzQxMS90ZXJtP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZWNoYS13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249d2Vla2x5JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PTIwMjEwMjE3Jl9jbGRlZT1kR2x0YjNSb1pXVXVkR2xsY201NVFHOXlaMkZzYVcwdVpYVSUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLWFkOWVjZDg4ZjJmOGVhMTE4MTIzMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlLTgxMWEzNzlmYzAyMzQxMGFiZjIyMzc5ZDU4M2Y2NjEzJmVzaWQ9YjliZDU1ZDktZmY3MC1lYjExLTgxMjktMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBl&K=WXn93P-6RluUiF8LiOi5aA
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDQ4LTdlNDU4ZTQzNjM5MzQwNmY4ZThkYTBlYjdhNjcxZWYz%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS04MTFhMzc5ZmMwMjM0MTBhYmYyMjM3OWQ1ODNmNjYxMw%3AZmFsc2U%3AMg%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9hcHBsaWNhdGlvbnMtZm9yLWF1dGhvcmlzYXRpb24tY29uc3VsdGF0aW9uLy0vc3Vic3RhbmNlLXJldi8yNzQxMi90ZXJtP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZWNoYS13ZWVrbHkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249d2Vla2x5JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PTIwMjEwMjE3Jl9jbGRlZT1kR2x0YjNSb1pXVXVkR2xsY201NVFHOXlaMkZzYVcwdVpYVSUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLWFkOWVjZDg4ZjJmOGVhMTE4MTIzMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlLTgxMWEzNzlmYzAyMzQxMGFiZjIyMzc5ZDU4M2Y2NjEzJmVzaWQ9YjliZDU1ZDktZmY3MC1lYjExLTgxMjktMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBl&K=7UdULWcOz-EpInmXHriUzQ
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDYyLWVhNDljNTQ5YTlmYzRhODJhZDJjNWVkOGNjNGJmOWFm%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS05NDJkMjIyMjJlZTI0ZjJmOGU4YzI4MjEzN2E1ODZlMg%3AZmFsc2U%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cDovL2N1cmlhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9qdXJpcy9kb2N1bWVudC9kb2N1bWVudF9wcmludC5qc2Y_ZG9jaWQ9MjM4MTYyJnRleHQ9JmRpcj0mZG9jbGFuZz1FTiZwYXJ0PTEmb2NjPWZpcnN0Jm1vZGU9bHN0JnBhZ2VJbmRleD0wJmNpZD02OTgwMjYxJl9jbGRlZT1kR2x0YjNSb1pXVXVkR2xsY201NVFHOXlaMkZzYVcwdVpYVSUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLWFkOWVjZDg4ZjJmOGVhMTE4MTIzMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBlLTk0MmQyMjIyMmVlMjRmMmY4ZThjMjgyMTM3YTU4NmUyJmVzaWQ9MDY2YmJmOTUtMTM3Yy1lYjExLTgxMjktMDA1MDU2YjkzMTBl&K=GPAcCy34v5Aycy7qmptc_Q
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13643/authorisation_application_en.pdf/8f8fdb30-707b-4b2f-946f-f4405c64cdc7
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13643/authorisation_application_en.pdf/8f8fdb30-707b-4b2f-946f-f4405c64cdc7
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13637/apply_for_authorisation_en.pdf/bd1c2842-4c90-7a1a-3e48-f5eaf3954676?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210210&_cldee=dGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3d&recipientid=lead-ad9ecd88f2f8ea118123005056b9310e-b5a7e73b3ca14fa7854551408025cc1b&esid=b76eb7ef-8e6b-eb11-8128-005056b9310e
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a substitution plan in their applications if the analysis of alternatives shows that 

suitable alternatives are available in the EU. 

 

• Evaluation 

In 2020, ECHA checked 1900 chemicals to identify a need for further assessment. 

Registrations for 258 chemicals were also checked for compliance with the REACH 

requirements. Better quality safety data from companies is still needed to clarify the 

long-term effects of chemicals. Moreover, checking similar chemicals in groups helps 

ECHA to select substances more efficiently for assessment. This is one more step 

towards achieving the legal goal of checking the compliance of 20 % of all registration 

dossiers in every tonnage band. 

 

 

 

REACH and Nanomaterials 
The European Commission will launch a 12-weeks consultation on the review of the 

Commission Recommendation on the definition of the term “nanomaterial” in 2021. 

The consultation will take the form of a questionnaire seeking feedback on the 

appropriateness of the definition in light of scientific developments (e.g. progresses 

on detection tools, the rise of smart nanomaterials and the emergence of alternative 

definition). The European Commission plans to present the outcome of the review 

and the expected revision of the Recommendation by the end of 2021.  

Moreover, the European Commission (DG Research and Innovation) has invited 

companies to submit offers for a study aimed at providing market data on 

nanotechnology and nanomaterials. The study aims to enhance transparency by 

collecting a new set of data for 2017-2020 that will update the content of the 

NanoData knowledgebase, hosted by the European Union Observatory for 

Nanomaterials. The deadline for submitting tenders was 22 February 2021. 
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https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/evaluation-activities-sped-up-by-assessing-chemicals-in-groups?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210224&_cldee=dGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3d&recipientid=lead-ad9ecd88f2f8ea118123005056b9310e-ecb23827ba364e559f2ea0b27b6bdfa1&esid=5c69419c-7d76-eb11-8129-005056b9310e
https://bxlconnect.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=378ef9a46905a09ce9c9a14ed&id=47380cbe32&e=de2cd510c8
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDM0LWFiZGE5OWI0YWQ1ZDRjMGU5OGFiMTQ3YWE4MWZiMWJh%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS01M2MyNTJjY2E3NDQ0ZGNmYjYzODM1NDc5MWRmNDUxMA%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9ldGVuZGVyaW5nLnRlZC5ldXJvcGEuZXUvY2Z0L2NmdC1kaXNwbGF5Lmh0bWw_Y2Z0SWQ9Njk3MSZfY2xkZWU9ZEdsdGIzUm9aV1V1ZEdsbGNtNTVRRzl5WjJGc2FXMHVaWFUlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS01M2MyNTJjY2E3NDQ0ZGNmYjYzODM1NDc5MWRmNDUxMCZlc2lkPTNhYmQ1MGNiLTBkNjYtZWIxMS04MTI4LTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZQ&K=Cq3sYXQXrTCZtchCbsr3lw
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/6/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjIxMDM0LWFiZGE5OWI0YWQ1ZDRjMGU5OGFiMTQ3YWE4MWZiMWJh%3AdGltb3RoZWUudGllcm55QG9yZ2FsaW0uZXU%3AbGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS01M2MyNTJjY2E3NDQ0ZGNmYjYzODM1NDc5MWRmNDUxMA%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9ldGVuZGVyaW5nLnRlZC5ldXJvcGEuZXUvY2Z0L2NmdC1kaXNwbGF5Lmh0bWw_Y2Z0SWQ9Njk3MSZfY2xkZWU9ZEdsdGIzUm9aV1V1ZEdsbGNtNTVRRzl5WjJGc2FXMHVaWFUlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9bGVhZC1hZDllY2Q4OGYyZjhlYTExODEyMzAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZS01M2MyNTJjY2E3NDQ0ZGNmYjYzODM1NDc5MWRmNDUxMCZlc2lkPTNhYmQ1MGNiLTBkNjYtZWIxMS04MTI4LTAwNTA1NmI5MzEwZQ&K=Cq3sYXQXrTCZtchCbsr3lw
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Revision of the Drinking Water Directive  
Following the adoption of the revised Drinking Water Directive (DWD), the European 

Chemicals Agency (ECHA) will support the European Commission in developing EU-

wide positive lists of chemicals, compositions or constituents that can be safely used 

to produce materials that come into contact with drinking water between the water 

source and the tap (implementation of article 11). The first lists will be based on 

existing national lists and are expected to cover around 1500 chemicals for different 

types of materials. Pharmaceuticals, endocrine-disrupting compounds (e.g. 

Bisphenol-A), and microplastics are likely to be included. The European Commission 

will adopt them by 2025. After the adoption, all entries in the lists will be reviewed 

within 15 years. 

The ECHA website is hosting a specific section on the DWD with further detail the 

process for establishing the positive list of chemicals. 

 

 

 

Environmental Technology Verification 
(ETV)  
Following the positive evaluation of the EU pilot programme on Environmental 

Technology Verification (ETV), the Commission has announced on the ETV website 

that it will expand the scheme and reinforce the programme’s secretariat. The newly 

expanded ETV Programme will support cleaner production processes and the shift 

towards circular economy by accurately verifying and certifying new products and 

technologies.  

For more information on the ETV pilot programme evaluation see the Commission 

staff working document from October 2020. 
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https://echa.europa.eu/understanding-dwd
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecoap/etv/news/technologies-protect-environment-win-increased-eu-support-expanded-etv-scheme_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecoap/etv/news/technologies-protect-environment-win-increased-eu-support-expanded-etv-scheme_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12286-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12286-2020-INIT/en/pdf
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Energy Efficiency 
 

Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD)  
 
On 22 February, the European Commission published its roadmap for the upcoming 

revision of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) 2010/31/EU. The 

revision is necessary to deliver on the EU 2030 and 2050 climate and energy 

objectives. This requires buildings’ energy related GHG emissions to be reduced by 

60% compared to 2015 levels in order to achieve the net 55% emission reduction 

target by 2030.  

The Commission also stresses that the new text will focus on provisions that are 

central to delivering the Renovation Wave, which aims at doubling (at least) the 

annual energy renovation rate of buildings by 2030 and at fostering deep renovations. 

The following policy options are currently being looked at: 

Option 1 – No policy change (baseline scenario): the EPBD remains as it is, without 

any modification until the review envisaged for 2026 by Article 19 EPBD.  

Option 2 - Non-regulatory measures: reinforced non-regulatory policy instruments 

and additional guidance and support measures, such as technical assistance, 

information campaigns, training, project financing etc. can lead to increased energy 

renovation rates. 

Option 3 – Amend the EPBD to translate the actions proposed in the Renovation 

Wave and the increased building decarbonisation ambition: the revision of several 

provisions of the EPBD will be explored, examining the required scope of the revision. 

Several sub-options with different measures and distinct ambition levels will be 

assessed:  

- Introduction of mandatory minimum energy performance standards. 

- Update of the Energy Performance Certificates with a view to greater 

harmonisation, provisions on additional information, availability and 

accessibility of databases. 

ENERGY 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12910-Revision-of-the-Energy-Performance-of-Buildings-Directive-2010-31-EU
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/;ELX_SESSIONID=FZMjThLLzfxmmMCQGp2Y1s2d3TjwtD8QS3pqdkhXZbwqGwlgY9KN!2064651424?uri=CELEX:32010L0031
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficient-buildings/renovation-wave_en
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- Introduction of Building Renovation Passports. 

- Introduction ‘deep renovation’ standard in the context of financing and 

building decarbonisation objectives. 

- Requirements for new buildings and potential measures fostering sustainable 

mobility. 

- Potential health and environmental standards. 

The inception impact assessment is open for comments until 22 March. It will be 

followed by a 12-week public consultation in Q2 2021. Targeted public workshops on 

specific topics will be organised with relevant stakeholder groups and the adoption of 

the Commission proposal is expected at the end of 2021. 

 

• Stakeholder workshops on the EPBD 

In light of the EPBD’s revision, the Commission and the team of consultants from 

Trinomics, Guidehouse, Öko-Institut and Ricardo that is supporting it, are launching 

a series of five stakeholder workshops.  

The first three that have been announced for the end of March and April will cover: 

- Workshop 1: Setting a vision for buildings and a decarbonised buildings stock 

- Workshop 2: Minimum energy performance standards for existing buildings 

- Workshop 3: Strengthening buildings information tools (with focus on EPC) 

 

• Smart Readiness Indicator 

The Delegated Regulation and the Implementing Regulation on the Smart 

Readiness Indicator entered into force on 10 January 2021.  

As a reminder, the optional ‘smart readiness indicator’ (SRI) can be used to assess a 

building’s ability to adapt to advanced technologies in terms of its performance 

capacity and energy flexibility. The SRI comes as a form of support to the Energy 

Performance Certificate (EPC). 

As next steps, the SRI will be tested in the EU countries that express interest in it. This 

will be supported by meetings with stakeholders and Member States in May and June 

2021. The Commission will also contract a consultant in the coming months to provide 

communication and information tools in support of the SRI. 

The SRI can be subject to revision by 1 January 2026. 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2155&qid=1608543628646
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2156&qid=1608543628646
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• New European Bauhaus initiative 

On 18 January 2021, the first ‘design’ phase of the New European Bauhaus initiative 

was launched. This initiative was announced at last year’s State of the Union address 

by Commission President von der Leyen. It is an environmental, economic and 

cultural project, which together with the Renovation Wave, will act as a tool to 

support the pick-up of sustainable renovation.  

It will bring together designers, architects, engineers, scientists, students, and 

creative minds across disciplines to facilitate the exchange of knowledge between 

them. The aim is to promote and develop projects that integrate the dimensions of 

sustainability, aesthetics, and affordability, among others, to deliver the ambitions of 

the European Green Deal. 

The goal of the first ‘design’ phase is to shape the concept by exploring ideas, 

identifying the most urgent needs and challenges, and to connect interested parties. 

In the coming months, the Commission will award prizes to existing examples that 

represent the integration of the key values of the initiative. In September, the second 

‘delivery' phase will select five pilot projects to co-design new sustainable and 

inclusive solutions. They will be aided by EU funds at national and regional level. 

During the third ‘dissemination' phase, the ideas and concepts defining the New 

European Bauhaus will be spread via new projects, networking and sharing of 

knowledge, in Europe and abroad. 

For more information, you can consult this two-page note that contains all the key 

features of this initiative. 

 

 

 

Ecodesign Directive  
 

• Ecodesign Working plan 2020-2024 

The study on the Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Working Plan 2020-2024, which will 

guide the European Commission’s work on individual product categories for the next 

years, is prolonged in 2021.  

In the past weeks, the full number of draft Task 3 reports on product groups and 

horizontal initiatives were published and are currently available here. 

Author : 

Dimitar Kolichev 

 

https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/index_en
https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/system/files/2021-01/New-European-Bauhaus-Explained.pdf
https://www.ecodesignworkingplan20-24.eu/documents
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The next Task 4 report, which will conduct a more detailed analysis and complement 

Task 3 to provide a more holistic picture, together with the revised Task 1, 2 and 3 

reports, will be published about a week before the next stakeholder meeting. The 

Consultation Forum will take place on 26 March. Comments on the reports will be 

accepted for 3 weeks after the date of their publishing. 

The study is expected to be finalised at the end of April 2021. 

 

• JRC study on the revision of the Methodology for the Ecodesign of Energy 

Related Products (MEErP) 

As announced previously, on 12 November, the Commission (DG GROW) and the JRC 

held a webinar on the MEErP supporting study to explain its objectives, tasks, and 

work plan. The Commission clarified that the MEErP revision will be caried out within 

the legal framework of the current Ecodesign Directive, with a possibility to consider 

one or two aspects beyond its scope. 

As a reminder, the MEErP is used to assess technical, economic, environmental 

aspects of a specific product group and potential improvement measures. The study’s 

objective is to propose changes to it in order to tackle material efficiency and broader 

environmental aspects, and to enable the inclusion of societal life cycle costs. 

The next stakeholder meeting was intended to take place in March or April 2021, but 

due to the slow progress, it is postponed to June 2021, with no definite date and time 

yet. 

The study is expected to be finalised by the end of 2021 and deliver a revised MEErP 

document, Excel tools, and a supporting technical report.  

 

 

 

Ecodesign Directive - Update on Lots / implementing measures 

The omnibus amendments to the several 2019 Ecodesign and Energy Labelling 

regulations that were announced in the last edition of the Bulletin were published in 

the Official Journal of the European Union. Those relevant to Europe’s technology 

industries include: 

ENER Lot 11 on Electric motors sees minor changes, mostly related to better 

definitions and clarifications. The amendment adds an efficiency table for 60Hz 

motors, adds a clarification and an addition on the scope of motors affected by the 

regulation, edits the variable speed drive definition, and defines ‘declared values’. 

Author : 

Dimitar Kolichev 

 

https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/521/home
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ENER Lot 12 on Commercial refrigerators and freezers also sees minor changes and 

improved definitions. ‘Declared values’ receive a better definition, a new temperature 

class M0 is introduced and a small change in table 5 in Annex VIII is included. 

Additionally, vertical static-air cabinets with non-transparent doors are excluded 

from the regulation. Lastly, the text prolongs the entry into force for the amended 

parts of the regulation. 

The new texts entered into force on 1 March 2021. 

ENER Lot 1: Boilers and Space Heaters and ENER Lot 2: Water heaters: on 28 

January, the Commission and the consultancy team held their last WG1/2/3 plenary 

meeting. The interim Task 1 report, which analyses in depth the policy options 

suggested in Task 6, was discussed and the participating stakeholders raised their 

main positions and concerns.  

The official minutes and presentation of the meeting, and multiple stakeholders 

position/opinions/comments can be accessed here. 

As next steps, the tasks will be discussed during the next Consultation Forum in spring 

2021 and the study is expected to be finalised by November 2021. 

ENTR lot 1: Professional Refrigeration products: The project website of the review 

study, which is meant to inform the Commission and, if necessary, supply the 

elements for a revision of the Ecodesign Regulation (EU) 2015/1095 and Energy 

Labelling Regulation (EU) 2015/1094, was launched on 22 January 2021. 

The kick-off stakeholder webinar took place on 18 February 2021. The relevant 

background documents for this study and the draft minutes of the meeting are 

available in the Documents section.  

As next steps, the second plenary stakeholder meeting will take place in October 

2021. It will be followed up by a Consultation Forum in March 2022 and the 

Commission is expected to decide whether the regulation will be revised or not at the 

end of April 2022. 

ENTR Lot 6: Ventilation units: The Consultation forum meeting on the revision of 

the Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Regulations will take place on Tuesday, 30 March 

2021. 

 

 
 

  

Author : 

Dimitar Kolichev 

 

https://www.ecoboiler-review.eu/documents.htm
https://ecoprorefrigeration.eu/index.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32015R1095
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2015.177.01.0002.01.ENG
https://ecoprorefrigeration.eu/documents.htm
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F-gases 
The review and impact assessment on the F-Gas Regulation is still ongoing. The 

consultation meeting originally scheduled by the end of Q1/2021 has been postponed 

to April without a fixed date yet. A proposal for a revision is still expected by the end 

of 2021. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sustainable finance 
In the context of the EU agenda on sustainable finance and specifically the 

existing Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation, the Non-Financial Reporting 

Directive (NFRD) and  Taxonomy Regulation, the Commission has published two 

reports on EU corporate sustainability reporting standards. These standards play a 

role for ensuring consistency in reporting and encouraging companies to develop a 

sustainably responsible approach to business. These standards will also help investors 

to evaluate the sustainability performance of large companies. The first report 

proposes a roadmap for the development of a comprehensive set of EU sustainability 

reporting standards. A second report proposes reforms to the European Financial 

Reporting Advisory Group (EFRAG)’s governance structure to ensure that future EU 

sustainability reporting standards are developed using an inclusive and rigorous 

process. 

  

 

DECARBONISATION 
& CLIMATE CHANGE 

Issues of General Interest 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R2088
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32014L0095
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32014L0095
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0852
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/210305-report-efrag-sustainability-reporting-standard-setting_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/210305-report-efrag-governance-funding_en
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Revision of EU Emissions Trading Scheme 
The Commission is currently preparing the revision of the EU Emissions Trading 

System Directive and the Effort Sharing Regulation. Both legislations need to be 

updated to support the new EU emission reduction objectives, set at -55% by the 

Commission. To this end, the Commission is expected to propose to put an end to 

free carbon emissions allocations attributed to some sectors, as well as to expand the 

scope of the system to include transports or buildings. However, several Members of 

the European Parliament have already expressed their doubts on the feasibility of the 

latter. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Author : 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12660-Updating-the-EU-Emissions-Trading-System/public-consultation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12660-Updating-the-EU-Emissions-Trading-System/public-consultation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12656-Updating-Member-State-emissions-reduction-targets-Effort-Sharing-Regulation-in-line-with-the-2030-climate-target-plan/public-consultation
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Horizon Europe” (2021-2027) 
On 23 February, the European Commission published proposals setting up 9 Joint 

Undertakings (JU), and a European partnership for Metrology. Through these 

partnerships under the Horizon Europe programme, the EU will provide nearly €10 

billion of funding that the participants will have to complete with  at least an 

equivalent amount of investment.  

• Global Health EDCTP3 – the EU-Africa Global Health Partnership on 

combating infectious diseases in sub-Saharan Africa (impact assessment docs 

here and here; executive summary) 

• Innovative Health Initiative – to help create an EU-wide health R&I 

ecosystem, covering prevention, diagnostics, treatment and disease 

management (impact assessment docs here, here and here; executive 

summary) 

• Key Digital Technologies – to contribute to the digital transformation and the 

European Green Deal and to support R&I towards the next generation of 

microprocessors. (impact assessment docs here and here; executive summary) 

• Circular Bio-based Europe – to contribute to the 2030 and 2050 climate 

targets and increase the sustainability and circularity of production and 

consumption systems through the development of sustainable sourcing and 

conversion of biomass into bio-based products. (impact assessment docs here 

and here; executive summary) 

• Clean Hydrogen – to accelerate the development and deployment of a 

European value-chain for clean hydrogen technologies, focussing on solutions 

Issues of General Interest 

 

RESEARCH & 
INNOVATION 

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-1.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-2.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-1.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-3.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-4.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-5.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-2.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-2.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-6.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-7.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-3.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-16.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-17.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-8.PDF
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for producing, distributing and storing clean hydrogen (impact assessment 

docs here and here; executive summary) 

• Clean Aviation – to develop R&I solutions for next generation, ultra-efficient, 

low-carbon aircraft (impact assessment docs here and here; executive 

summary) 

• Europe’s Rail – to transform the rail system through the deployment of 

innovative technologies, especially digital and automation ones (impact 

assessment docs here and here; executive summary) 

• Single European Sky ATM Research 3 – to accelerate the technological 

transformation of the air traffic management system in Europe (impact 

assessment docs here and here; executive summary) 

• Smart Network and Services – to support the technological sovereignty 

ambitions outlined in the Industrial Strategy for Europe, the new EU 

Cybersecurity Strategy and the 5G Toolbox and to enable European players to 

start preparing for 6G systems. (impact assessment docs here and here; 

executive summary) 

On Metrology (a partnership and not a JU), the objective is to establish self-sustaining 

European metrology networks (this partnership is not a JU). 
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https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-18.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-19.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-9.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-14.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-15.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-7.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-7.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-10.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-11.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-5.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-12.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-13.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-6.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-8.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-37-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-9.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/10102/2021/EN/SWD-2021-38-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-4.PDF
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PUBLICATIONS 
 

Author Date Title 

European Commission January 2021 Proposal - Sustainable 

batteries in their full life-

cycle - A step forward 

towards circular economy 

and climate neutrality 

European Commission January 2021 Report - Advanced 

technologies for industry - 

B2B platforms : policy 

recommendations to 

further develop B2B 

industrial digital platforms 

in Europe 

European Commission January 2021 Report - EU-UK Trade and 

Cooperation Agreement - 

A new relationship, with 

big changes 

European Commission January 2021 Report - Taxation in 

support of green transition 

- An overview and 

assessment of existing tax 

practices to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions : 

country fiches 

PUBLICATIONS & EVENTS 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/12d84928-5f87-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/12d84928-5f87-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/12d84928-5f87-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/12d84928-5f87-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/12d84928-5f87-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/704c1783-561c-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/704c1783-561c-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/704c1783-561c-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/704c1783-561c-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/704c1783-561c-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/704c1783-561c-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/704c1783-561c-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/226e4389-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/226e4389-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/226e4389-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/226e4389-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194519623
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4d1ea91f-5b9d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4d1ea91f-5b9d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4d1ea91f-5b9d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4d1ea91f-5b9d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4d1ea91f-5b9d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4d1ea91f-5b9d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4d1ea91f-5b9d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
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European Commission January 2021 Report - Advanced 

technologies for industry - 

Technological trends and 

policies 

European Commission January 2021 Report - Quarterly Report 

on European Electricity 

Markets with focus on the 

impact of rising CO2 prices 

on cross-border electricity 

trade (Q3 2020) 

Joint Research Centre 

(European Commission) 

January 2021 Report - Solar photovoltaic 

modules inverters and 

systems - Options and 

feasibility of EU ecolabel 

and green public 

procurement criteria : 

preliminary report 

Joint Research Centre 

(European Commission) 

January 2021 Report - Technical Report 

on EU Ecolabel Criteria for 

printed paper, stationery 

paper, and paper carrier 

bag products 

Joint Research Centre 

(European Commission) 

January 2021 Report - Energy taxation 

and its societal effects 

European Parliament January 2021 Briefing - State of the art 

and future of artificial 

intelligence 

European Parliament January 2021 Study - Artificial 

intelligence in road 

transport - Cost of non-

Europe report : in-depth 

analysis 

European Court of Auditors January 2021 Report - Trade defence 

instruments - System for 

protecting EU businesses 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/c1c4a8f5-593d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525195
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/c1c4a8f5-593d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525195
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/c1c4a8f5-593d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525195
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/c1c4a8f5-593d-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525195
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/quarterly_report_on_european_electricity_markets_q3_2020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/quarterly_report_on_european_electricity_markets_q3_2020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/quarterly_report_on_european_electricity_markets_q3_2020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/quarterly_report_on_european_electricity_markets_q3_2020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/quarterly_report_on_european_electricity_markets_q3_2020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/quarterly_report_on_european_electricity_markets_q3_2020.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/843c2194-5162-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524642
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/843c2194-5162-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524642
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/843c2194-5162-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524642
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/843c2194-5162-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524642
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/843c2194-5162-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524642
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/843c2194-5162-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524642
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/843c2194-5162-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524642
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/eu-ecolabel-criteria-printed-paper-stationery-paper-and-paper-carrier-bag-products
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/eu-ecolabel-criteria-printed-paper-stationery-paper-and-paper-carrier-bag-products
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/eu-ecolabel-criteria-printed-paper-stationery-paper-and-paper-carrier-bag-products
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/eu-ecolabel-criteria-printed-paper-stationery-paper-and-paper-carrier-bag-products
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/eu-ecolabel-criteria-printed-paper-stationery-paper-and-paper-carrier-bag-products
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/energy-taxation-and-its-societal-effects
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/energy-taxation-and-its-societal-effects
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9eb3b687-7585-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522267
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9eb3b687-7585-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522267
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9eb3b687-7585-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522267
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/be77f365-5c60-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525567
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/be77f365-5c60-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525567
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/be77f365-5c60-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525567
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/be77f365-5c60-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525567
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/be77f365-5c60-11eb-b487-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194525567
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6a12429c-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6a12429c-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6a12429c-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
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from dumped and 

subsidised imports 

functions well 

European Commission February 2021 Report - The role of digital 

government in the 

European Semester 

process 2020 

European Commission February 2021 Report - Towards a 

European strategy on 

business-to-government 

data sharing for the public 

interest - Final report 

prepared by the High-Level 

Expert Group on Business-

to-Government Data 

Sharing 

European Commission February 2021 Report - Study on quality 

standards for the 

treatment of waste 

electrical and electronic 

equipment (WEEE) - Final 

report 

European Commission February 2021 Report - 35 years of EU 

environmental impact 

assessment 

European Commission  February 2021 Study - Scientific opinion 

on microplastic pollution 

European Commission February 2021 Study - Follow up study on 

the economic benefits of 

ITER and BA projects to EU 

industry 

European Commission February 2021 Report - Connecting 

Europe Facility 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6a12429c-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6a12429c-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6a12429c-5553-11eb-b59f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/dd46710b-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194517882
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/dd46710b-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194517882
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/dd46710b-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194517882
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/dd46710b-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194517882
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d96edc29-70fd-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194521876
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2004b067-726a-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523676
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2004b067-726a-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523676
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2004b067-726a-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523676
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2004b067-726a-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523676
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2004b067-726a-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523676
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2004b067-726a-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523676
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/421273fb-678c-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/421273fb-678c-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/421273fb-678c-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5826ce1e-69bf-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5826ce1e-69bf-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524027
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3db11048-6a89-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194526399
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3db11048-6a89-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194526399
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3db11048-6a89-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194526399
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3db11048-6a89-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194526399
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/454df15b-7588-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194526690
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/454df15b-7588-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194526690
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Joint Research Centre 

(European Commission) 

February 2021 Report - Photovoltaics - 

Technology development 

report 2020 

Joint Research Centre 

(European Commission) 

February 2021 Report - Tracking EU 

citizens’ interest in EC 

priorities using online 

search data - The European 

Green Deal 

Joint Research Centre 

(European Commission) 

February 2021 Report - Distribution 

system operators 

observatory 2020 - An in-

depth look on distribution 

grids in Europe 

Joint Research Centre 

(European Commission) 

February 2021 Report – Batteries - 

Technology development 

report 2020 

European Parliament February 2021 Study - The impact of 

COVID-19 on the internal 

market 

European Parliament February 2021 Briefing - Improving the 

common level of 

cybersecurity across the 

EU 

European Parliament February 2021 Briefing - Data Governance 

Act 

European Parliament February 2021 Briefing - New EU 

regulatory framework for 

batteries: Setting 

sustainability requirements 

European Parliament February 2021 Briefing - Revision of the 

TEN-E Regulation: EU 

guidelines for new energy 

infrastructure 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4fac82d6-6b55-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194518659
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4fac82d6-6b55-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194518659
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4fac82d6-6b55-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194518659
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b5ee8919-7008-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522267
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b5ee8919-7008-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522267
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b5ee8919-7008-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522267
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b5ee8919-7008-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522267
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b5ee8919-7008-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522267
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e094eedf-7650-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e094eedf-7650-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e094eedf-7650-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e094eedf-7650-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e094eedf-7650-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/55fe34e2-6b54-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523467
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/55fe34e2-6b54-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523467
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/55fe34e2-6b54-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194523467
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/0e3f5168-7a43-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194518659
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/0e3f5168-7a43-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194518659
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/0e3f5168-7a43-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194518659
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)662606
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)662606
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)662606
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)662606
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)662608
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)662608
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689337
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689337
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689337
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689337
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689343
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689343
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689343
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689343
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European Parliament February 2021 Study - Economic and 

budgetary outlook for the 

European Union 2021 

European Parliament February 2021 Report - EU-UK trade and 

cooperation agreement - 

An analytical overview : in-

depth analysis 

European Committee of 

the Regions 

February 2021 Report - Renovation wave 

and local and regional 

authorities - Policy and 

tools to build capacity and 

finance projects 

European Commission February 2021 Overview Of Ongoing 

Trade Disputes 

European Commission March 2021 Trade Defence Statistics 

2020 

 

 

EVENTS 

Organiser Date Name & Location 

FEAD 22 March 2021 Batteries’ recycling: 

energising the EU green 

transition 

Webinar 

EURACTIV 23 March 2021 How to decarbonise heavy 

industry: From quick wins 

to long-term solutions 

Webinar 

European Commission 25 March 2021 Webinar on the economics 

of climate change: 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5005dee0-6ce3-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5005dee0-6ce3-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5005dee0-6ce3-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194520671
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/faddf39b-74be-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524886
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/faddf39b-74be-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524886
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/faddf39b-74be-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524886
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/faddf39b-74be-11eb-9ac9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194524886
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/04c8b52f-6b50-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/04c8b52f-6b50-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/04c8b52f-6b50-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/04c8b52f-6b50-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/04c8b52f-6b50-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-194522891
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/february/tradoc_159429.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/february/tradoc_159429.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/february/tradoc_159452.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/february/tradoc_159452.pdf
https://fead.be/event/batteries-recycling-energising-the-eu-green-transition/
https://fead.be/event/batteries-recycling-energising-the-eu-green-transition/
https://fead.be/event/batteries-recycling-energising-the-eu-green-transition/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/how-to-decarbonise-heavy-industry-from-quick-wins-to-long-term-solutions
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/how-to-decarbonise-heavy-industry-from-quick-wins-to-long-term-solutions
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/how-to-decarbonise-heavy-industry-from-quick-wins-to-long-term-solutions
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/webinar-economics-climate-change-towards-carbon-neutral-economy-what-role-economic-policies_en
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/webinar-economics-climate-change-towards-carbon-neutral-economy-what-role-economic-policies_en
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Towards a carbon neutral 

economy - what role for 

economic policies? 

Webinar 

Politico 25 March 2021 Is offshore wind the 

solution to the EU’s energy 

challenges? 

Webinar  

Council (Portuguese 

Presidency) 

25 March 2021 Corporate Due Diligence in 

Contract Law and 

Company Law 

Webinar 

European Commission 29 March 2021 European Year of Rail 2021 

– Launch event 

Webinar 

EURACTIV 30 March 2021 Sector integration: How 

can the EU best create and 

leverage an integrated 

energy system? 

Webinar 

Politico 30 March 2021 POLITICO Pro Workshop – 

The new EU trade order 

Webinar  

Politico 31 March 2021 POLITICO Pro Briefing Call: 

The post-Brexit 

relationship in services 

Webinar 

Politico & ETNO 19 April 2021 Rewriting the Transatlantic 

Tech Playbook 

Webinar 

https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/webinar-economics-climate-change-towards-carbon-neutral-economy-what-role-economic-policies_en
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/webinar-economics-climate-change-towards-carbon-neutral-economy-what-role-economic-policies_en
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/webinar-economics-climate-change-towards-carbon-neutral-economy-what-role-economic-policies_en
https://www.politico.eu/event/is-offshore-wind-the-solution-to-the-eus-energy-challenges/
https://www.politico.eu/event/is-offshore-wind-the-solution-to-the-eus-energy-challenges/
https://www.politico.eu/event/is-offshore-wind-the-solution-to-the-eus-energy-challenges/
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/events/webinar-sobre-corporate-due-diligence-in-contract-law-and-company-law/
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/events/webinar-sobre-corporate-due-diligence-in-contract-law-and-company-law/
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/events/webinar-sobre-corporate-due-diligence-in-contract-law-and-company-law/
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/european-year-rail-2021-%E2%80%93-launch-event_en
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/european-year-rail-2021-%E2%80%93-launch-event_en
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sector-integration-how-can-the-eu-best-create-and-leverage-an-integrated-energy-system
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sector-integration-how-can-the-eu-best-create-and-leverage-an-integrated-energy-system
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sector-integration-how-can-the-eu-best-create-and-leverage-an-integrated-energy-system
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sector-integration-how-can-the-eu-best-create-and-leverage-an-integrated-energy-system
https://www.politico.eu/event/pro-workshop-eutrade/
https://www.politico.eu/event/pro-workshop-eutrade/
https://www.politico.eu/event/politico-pro-briefing-call-the-post-brexit-relationship-in-services/
https://www.politico.eu/event/politico-pro-briefing-call-the-post-brexit-relationship-in-services/
https://www.politico.eu/event/politico-pro-briefing-call-the-post-brexit-relationship-in-services/
https://www.politico.eu/event/rewriting-the-transatlantic-tech-playbook/
https://www.politico.eu/event/rewriting-the-transatlantic-tech-playbook/
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EASME 22 April 2021 Impacts of Energy 

Efficiency projects in the 

Industry and Services 

sectors 

Webinar 

Council (Portuguese 

Presidency) 

22 April 2021 Corporate Due Diligence 

and the Green Deal 

Webinar 

European Commission 20-24 April 2021 3rd European conference 

on connected and 

automated driving (EUCAD 

2021) 

Webinar  

European Commission 28-29 April 2021 Fueling productivity and 

business dynamism after 

COVID-19 

Webinar 

Orgalim  29 April 2021 Enabling the next 

generation of global 

technology leaders  

Webinar 

European Commission 14-15 June 2021 European Electricity 

Regulatory Forum 

(Florence Forum) 

Webinar 

Council (Portuguese 

Presidency) 

27 May Corporate Due Diligence 

and Sustainable Finance 

Webinar 

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/webinar-impacts-energy-efficiency-projects-industry-and-services-sectors-22-april-2021
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/webinar-impacts-energy-efficiency-projects-industry-and-services-sectors-22-april-2021
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/webinar-impacts-energy-efficiency-projects-industry-and-services-sectors-22-april-2021
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/webinar-impacts-energy-efficiency-projects-industry-and-services-sectors-22-april-2021
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/events/webinar-on-corporate-due-diligence-and-the-green-deal/
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/events/webinar-on-corporate-due-diligence-and-the-green-deal/
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/3rd-european-conference-connected-and-automated-driving-eucad-2021_en
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/3rd-european-conference-connected-and-automated-driving-eucad-2021_en
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/3rd-european-conference-connected-and-automated-driving-eucad-2021_en
https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/3rd-european-conference-connected-and-automated-driving-eucad-2021_en
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