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EU Recovery Plan EU Recovery Plan
December 2020 Final Agreement
On 17-18 December, the European Parliament and the EU Council reached a final
agreement on both the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF - EU long term budget
for the period 2021-2027) and the Recovery and Resilience Plan (Next Generation EU)
established to fight the economic crisis resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.
In total, €1 824.3 billion will be made available, of which €1 074.3 billion from the MFF
and €750 billion from the Next Generation EU.
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)
With regards to the MFF, a number of existing or new programmes will be financed,
such as, in particular:
Horizon Europe
The new R&D framework programme Horizon Europe (succeeding Horizon 2020) is
granted with a budget of around €95.5 billion for 2021-2027. This includes €90 billion
from the MFF and €5.4 billion from NextGenerationEU. Horizon Europe will be also
implemented through the European Defence Fund and complemented by the
Euratom Research and Training Programme. It consists of three pillars:
a) The Excellent Science pillar aims to increase the EU’s global scientific
competitiveness. It supports research projects defined and driven by top
researchers through the European Research Council, and funds fellowships for
experienced researchers, doctoral training networks, and researchers
exchanges
b) The Global Challenges and European Industrial Competitiveness pillar
supports research relating to societal challenges and reinforces technological
and industrial capacities through clusters. It sets EU-missions with goals
tackling some of the biggest problems posed to European society. It also
includes activities pursued by the Joint Research Centre which supports EU and
national policymakers with independent scientific evidence and technical
support.
c) The Innovative Europe pillar aims to make Europe a frontrunner in marketcreating innovation via the European Innovation Council. It also helps to
develop the overall European innovation landscape, by developing European
Innovation ecosystems and through the European Institute of Innovation and
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Technology (EIT) which fosters the integration of the knowledge triangle of
education, research and innovation.
These pillars will be completed by five overarching “missions” that will focus on:
• Conquering Cancer: Mission Possible
Targets by 2030: more than 3 million more lives saved, living longer and
better, achieve a thorough understanding of cancer, prevent what is preventable,
optimise diagnosis and treatment, support the quality of life of all people exposed to
cancer, and ensure equitable access to the above across Europe.
• A Climate Resilient Europe - Prepare Europe for climate disruptions and
accelerate the transformation to a climate resilient and just Europe by 2030
Targets by 2030: prepare Europe to deal with climate disruptions, accelerate the
transition to a healthy and prosperous future within safe planetary boundaries and
scale up solutions for resilience that will trigger transformations in society.
• Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters
Targets by 2030: cleaning marine and fresh waters, restoring degraded ecosystems
and habitats, decarbonising the blue economy in order to sustainably harness the
essential goods and services they provide.
• 100 Climate-Neutral Cities by 2030 - by and for the citizens
Targets by 2030: support, promote and showcase 100 European cities in their
systemic transformation towards climate neutrality by 2030 and turn these cities into
innovation hubs for all cities, benefiting quality of life and sustainability in Europe.
• Caring for Soil is Caring for Life
Targets by 2030: at least 75% of all soils in the EU are healthy for food, people, nature
and climate. The proposed mission combines research and innovation, education and
training, investments and the demonstration of good practices using “Living labs”
(experiments and innovation in a laboratory on the ground) and “Lighthouses” (places
to showcase good practices).
Digital Europe Programme
With a budget of €7.5 billion, this new programme aims to build the EU strategic
digital capacities and facilitate the wide deployment of digital technologies, to be
used by Europe’s citizens, businesses and public administrations. It will strengthen
investments in supercomputing, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, advanced digital
skills, and ensuring a wide use of digital capacity across the economy and society. Its
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goal is to boost Europe’s competitiveness and the green transition towards climate
neutrality by 2050, as well as ensure technological sovereignty. The budget
breakdown is:
• €2.2 billion for supercomputing
• €2.1 billion for artificial intelligence
• €1.7 billion for cybersecurity
• €580 million for advanced digital skills
• €1.1 billion for ensuring the wide use of digital technologies across the
economy and society, including the uptake of advanced digital and related
technologies by the industry, notably small and medium-sized enterprises
LIFE
The “Programme for the Environment and Climate Action”, established in 1992, is
granted with €5.432 billion to fund projects in the areas of nature, biodiversity
protection and the fight against climate change. From 2021, energy efficiency and
renewable energy projects will also benefit from funding via LIFE.
Brexit Adjustment Reserve
This instrument is granted with €5 billion over the period 2021-2022 to support the
Member States and economic sectors hardest hit by the consequences of Brexit.
Other programmes include the Connecting Europe Facility - CEF - still under
finalisation and the European Defence Fund, granted with close to €8 billion
supporting collaborative research and development of defence capabilities (products
and technologies). The Fund also includes mechanisms to stimulate the participation
of SMEs in cross-border defence projects.
NextGenerationEU
With regards to the NextGenerationEU, the main aspects of the plan consist of:
• A Recovery and Resilience Facility (with €360 billion loans and 312.5 billion
grants) to be distributed between the Member States - according to a key
based on unemployment, drop in real GDP in 2020-21, inverse GDP per capita
and population share - against the presentation by 30 April 2021 of National
Recovery and Resilience Plans (see below)
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• The React-EU programme: it is a continuation of the Coronavirus Response
Investment Initiative and the Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative Plus
put in place in April 2020. It is granted with €47.5 billion added to the Structural
Funds under the MFF, that should be used for projects that foster crisis repair
capacities in the context of the coronavirus crisis, and investments in
operations contributing to preparing a green, digital and resilient recovery of
the economy. The additional resources shall be used to support investment in
•

products and services for health services

•

working capital or investment support to SMEs

•

the transition towards a digital and green economy

•

infrastructure providing basic services to citizens

• in the regions that are most dependent on sectors most affected by the
crisis (e.g., tourism, culture, hospitality services)
• job maintenance, including through short-time work schemes and support
to self-employed
• job creation, particularly for people in vulnerable situations, youth
employment measures, skills development, in particular to support the
twin green and digital transitions
• enhanced access to social services of general interest, including for
children.
Just Transition Fund (JTF): it is a new instrument financed from the
NextGenerationEU (€10 billion) and the MFF (€7.5 billion) that aims at compensating
the social and economic costs resulting from the transition towards a climate-neutral
economy, by diversifying the economic activity and helping people adapt in a
changing labour market. Member States will have to develop Territorial Just
Transition Plans (TJTPs) identifying the eligible territories that are expected to be the
most negatively impacted by the green transition, ensuring that they are consistent
with the smart specialisation strategies and the National Energy and Climate Plans.
The Commission will adopt the plans together with the programmes entailing JTF
support.

National Recovery and Resilience Plans
Whereas these plans are developed at national level, the European Commission has
published guidance documents to support the Member States.
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Overall, at least 37% of each plan’s allocation has to support the green transition and
at least 20% the digital transformation. The Commission strongly encourages
Member States to put forward investment and reform plans in the following seven
flagship areas, for which examples are proposed:
• Power up - Future-proof clean technologies and acceleration of the
development and use of renewables.
o Examples of component of reforms and investment – power up
• Renovate - Improvement of energy efficiency of public and private buildings.
o Example of component of reforms and investments – Renovation wave
• Recharge and Refuel - Promotion of future-proof clean technologies to
accelerate the use of sustainable, accessible and smart transport, charging and
refuelling stations and extension of public transport.
o Example of component of reforms and investments – Clean, smart and
fair urban mobility
• Connect - Fast rollout of rapid broadband services to all regions and
households, including fibre and 5G networks
o Example of component of reforms and investments – Digital
connectivity
• Modernise - Digitalisation of public administration and services, including
judicial and healthcare systems.
o Example of component of reforms and investments – Public
administration
• Scale-up - Increase in European industrial data cloud capacities and the
development of the most powerful, cutting edge, and sustainable processors.
o Examples of component of reforms and investment – scale up
• Reskill and upskill - Adaptation of education systems to support digital skills
and educational and vocational training for all ages.
o Examples of component of reforms and investment – reskill and upskill
Moreover, on 22 December, the European Commission published guiding templates
to assist Member States in the design of their national recovery and resilience plans
in line with EU State Aid rules. The objective is to ensure that public spending by
Member States does not overwhelm private spending, avoids over-compensation
and ensures a level playing field in the Single Market.
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For measures that do constitute State Aid and require individual approval, the
Commission will treat them as a matter of priority. To assist Member States, the
Commission has published 11 State Aid guiding templates. They cover the numerous
types of investments projects in line with the flagships and concern
• POWER UP Energy and hydrogen infrastructure
• POWER UP Energy from renewable sources, including renewably sourced
hydrogen production
• POWER UP and RENOVATE District heating/cooling generation and
distribution infrastructure
• RENOVATE Energy efficiency in buildings
• RECHARGE & REFUEL Electric recharging stations and hydrogen stations for
road vehicles
• RECHARGE & REFUEL Acquisition of zero and low-emission road vehicles
• RECHARGE & REFUEL Other low emission transport modes
• CONNECT Deployment and take-up of fixed and mobile very high capacity
networks, including 5G and fibre networks
• MODERNISE Digitisation of public administration, including healthcare
• SCALE UP Innovative processors and semiconductor technologies
• RESKILL & UPSKILL Upgrading education and training, including digital skills
and relevant connectivity
These guiding templates provide sector-specific guidance as to when (i) State Aid
may be excluded, and therefore prior notification to the Commission is not necessary;
(ii) State Aid would be involved, but no notification is necessary because it falls under
a block exemption; and (iii) State Aid would be involved and a notification is
necessary, with reference to the main applicable State Aid rules.
Author :
Pierre Lucas
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Council Presidency priorities – Portugal
Portugal took over the rotating Council Presidency on 1 January 2021, with the motto
‘‘Time to deliver: a fair, green and digital recovery”. This is the fourth time Portugal
holds the Presidency. In terms of the general political priorities, the focus will be on
overseeing the implementation of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for
2021-2027 and the Next Generation EU recovery instrument (which was put in place
to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic). Portugal will also be tasked to implement the
agreement on the future relationship with the UK, concluded in December 2020.
The programme of the Portuguese Presidency is established around five pillars:
• Resilient Europe: focusing on the new Consumer Agenda Strategy and also the
initiatives related to cybersecurity including the proposal to review the
Directive on security of network and information systems (NIS Directive)
• Social Europe: tackling the social dimension of the crisis and strengthening the
European social model
• Green Europe: focusing on the European Green Deal and prioritising climate
law, circular economy, a future framework to achieve climate neutrality, as
well as sustainable and smart mobility
• Digital Europe: moving forward on digital transformation and focusing on the
Digital Services Act, the expected adoption of a European Approach to
Artificial Intelligence, and e-privacy
• Global Europe: reinforcing Europe's role in the world and promoting
multilateralism
Author :
Ioana Smarandache
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INTERNAL MARKET

Digital Policy
Cybersecurity
On 16 December, the European Commission presented a cybersecurity policy
package consisting of 1) a Communication on a new Cybersecurity Strategy, 2) a
proposal for a revised Directive on security of networks and information systems (NIS
2) see above) and c) a proposal for a Directive on Critical Entities Resilience (CER).
1) EU's Cybersecurity Strategy for the Digital Decade:
The Strategy for the Digital Decade sets out how the EU plans to protect people,
businesses and institutions from cyber threats, and how it aims to advance
international cooperation and lead in securing a global and open Internet. The
Communication contains regulatory, investment and policy initiatives in three areas
of EU action:
a) Resilience, technological sovereignty and leadership, with notably:
• Regulatory measures for an Internet of Secure Things, with possible new
horizontal rules to improve the cybersecurity of all connected products and
associated services placed on the Internal Market. Such rules could include
a new duty of care for connected device manufacturers to address software
vulnerabilities including the continuation of software and security updates
as well as ensuring, at the end of life, deletion of personal and other
sensitive data;
• Through the Cybersecurity Industrial, Technology and Research
Competence Centre and Network Coordination Centres (CCCN),
investments in cybersecurity (notably through the Digital Europe
Programme, Horizon Europe and the Recovery Facility) to reach up to 4.5
billion euros in public and private investments over 2021-2027;
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• EU network of AI-enabled Security Operation Centres and ultra-secure
communication infrastructure (quantum technologies);
• Widespread adoption of cybersecurity technologies through dedicated
support to SMEs via Digital Innovation Hubs;
• Completion of the implementation of the 5G Toolbox by the end of Q2
2021.
b) Operational capacity to prevent, deter and respond, with notably:
• Completion of the European cybersecurity crisis management framework
and establishment of the Joint Cyber Unit;
• Implementation of a cybercrime agenda under the Security Union
Strategy;
• Establishment of a Member States’ cyber intelligence working group
• Support to synergies between civil, defence and space industries.
c) Cooperation to advance a global and open cyberspace, with notably:
• Definition of a set of objectives in international standardisation, and
promotion of these at international level;
2. Proposal for a Directive on the resilience of critical entities (CER):
The proposed Critical Entities Resilience (CER) Directive expands both the scope
and depth of the 2008 European Critical Infrastructure directive.
• Ten sectors are now covered: energy, transport, banking, financial market
infrastructures, health, drinking water, wastewater, digital infrastructure, public
administration and space.
• Under the proposed directive, Member States would each adopt a national
strategy for ensuring the resilience of critical entities and carry out regular risk
assessments. These assessments would also help identify a smaller subset of
critical entities that would be subject to obligations intended to enhance their
resilience in the face of non-cyber risks, including entity-level risk assessments,
taking technical and organisational measures, and incident notification. The
Commission, in turn, would provide complementary support to Member States
and critical entities, for instance by developing a Union-level overview of crossborder and cross-sectoral risks, best practice, methodologies, cross-border
training activities and exercises to test the resilience of critical entities.
Author :
Pierre Lucas
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Digital Single Market
On 15 December, the European Commission presented a set of proposals reforming
the EU Digital Internal Market: a comprehensive set of new rules for all digital
services, including social media, online marketplaces, and other online platforms that
operate in the EU. Two Regulation proposals have been tabled: the Digital Services
Act (DSA) and the Digital Markets Act (DMA).
Under the DSA, obligations will apply to all digital services that connect consumers to
goods, services, or content, including new procedures for faster removal of illegal
content as well as comprehensive protection for users' fundamental rights online. The
new framework will rebalance the rights and responsibilities of users, intermediary
platforms, and public authorities and is based on European values - including the
respect of human rights, freedom, democracy, equality and the rule of law.
It will introduce a series of obligations for digital services, tailored to the size and
impact of such services, such as:
• Rules for the removal of illegal goods, services or content online;
• Safeguards for users whose content has been erroneously deleted by
platforms;
• New obligations for very large platforms to take risk-based action to prevent
abuse of their systems;
• Wide-ranging transparency measures, including on online advertising and on
the algorithms used to recommend content to users;
• New powers to scrutinise how platforms work, including by facilitating access
by researchers to key platform data;
• New rules on traceability of business users in online marketplaces, to help track
down sellers of illegal goods or services;
• An innovative cooperation process among public authorities to ensure
effective enforcement across the EU Single Market.
Platforms that reach more than 10% of the EU's population will be considered
systemic in nature, and subject not only to specific obligations to control their own
risks, but also to a new oversight structure. This new accountability framework will be
comprised of a board of national Digital Services Coordinators, with special powers
for the Commission in supervising very large platforms including the ability to
sanction them directly.
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Under the DMA, negative consequences arising from certain behaviours by platforms
acting as digital “gatekeepers” will be addressed. The DMA will
• Apply to major providers of the core platform services, such as search engines,
social networks or online intermediation services, which meet the objective
legislative criteria to be designated as gatekeepers;
• Define quantitative thresholds as a basis to identify presumed gatekeepers.
The Commission will also have powers to designate companies as gatekeepers
following a market investigation;
• Prohibit several practices which are clearly unfair, such as blocking users from
un-installing any pre-installed software or apps;
• Require gatekeepers to proactively put in place certain measures, such as
targeted measures allowing the software of third parties to properly function
and interoperate with their own services;
• Impose sanctions for non-compliance, which could include fines of up to 10%
of the gatekeeper's worldwide turnover, to ensure the effectiveness of the new
rules. For recurrent infringers, these sanctions may also involve the obligation
to take structural measures, potentially extending to divestiture of certain
businesses, where no other equally effective alternative measure is available
to ensure compliance;
• Allow the European Commission to carry out targeted market investigations
to assess whether new gatekeeper practices and services need to be added to
these rules, in order to ensure that the new gatekeeper rules keep up with the
fast pace of digital markets.
Author :
Pierre Lucas

Construction Products Regulation (CPR)
In the last quarter of 2020, the European Commission carried out a public consultation
on the revision of the Construction Products Regulation. The results will be made
available in next week on the dedicated page.
This consultation focused on impacts of different policy scenarios to revise the
Regulation, including the scope of the Regulation and new products, CE marking and
Declaration of Performance (DoP), standardisation process, market surveillance, and
environmental aspects. As a reminder, DG GROW has drafted 5 scenarios ranging
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from improving this regulation through guidance, to repairing, enhancing, and even
repealing.
The German Council Presidency hosted a conference “Construction Products – Fit for
the Future” on 18 and 20 November 2020. You can re-watch the conference and
access to presentations here.
In parallel, the European Parliament’s IMCO Committee pursues its discussion on the
CPR implementation. As a reminder, MEP Christian Doleschal (EPP, Germany) tabled
a draft report in the autumn. The subsequent 110 amendments tabled by his
colleagues have now been condensed to 12 compromise amendments. These
amendments highlight the legal uncertainty concerning the standardisation system
that resulted in a weaker internal market for construction products. MEPs also call for
effective market surveillance and suggest more collaboration between the Member
States, the Commission and economic actors.
The draft report and the compromise amendments will be adopted by the IMCO
Committee in the next weeks. Then, this report will be adopted by the Parliament in
Plenary, most likely in March 2021.
Author :
Anne-Claire Rasselet

Pressure Equipment Directive (PED)
The European Commission has issued a report to the European Parliament and the
Council on the power to adopt delegated acts under the PED. This report is required
under Article 46(2) of Directive 2014/68/EU which gives the Commission the power to
adopt delegated acts for a period of five years from 1 June 2015. Although no
delegated act was adopted in that time the Commission believes that the delegation
of power should be extended.
Author :
Ioana Smarandache
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Issues of General Interest

Industrial Policy
On 25 November, the European Parliament adopted an Own Initiative Report and
Resolution on “A New Industrial Strategy for Europe”, asking the European
Commission to propose a new industrial strategy that would first support companies
to survive the Covid-19 crisis and then face the digital and environmental transitions.
This new strategy should enable companies to contribute to EU climate-neutrality
targets - as outlined in the Green Deal roadmap - support firms, particularly small and
medium enterprises in the transition to a digital and carbon-neutral economy and
help create high-quality jobs, without undermining EU competitiveness. It should
consist of two phases: a recovery phase to consolidate jobs, reactivate production and
adapt to a post-COVID-19 period; followed by a reconstruction and industrial
transformation phase.
Elements of the first phase would be to
• Ensure that the green and digital transitions are fair and socially just, and are
followed by initiatives to train workers
• Create a new impact assessment of the potential costs and burdens of the
transition for European companies, including small and medium-sized
enterprises
• Make sure that state aid provided in the emergency phase does not lead to
permanent distortions in the single market.
• Bring strategic industries back to the EU
During the second phase, the industrial strategy should ensure competitiveness,
resilience and long-term sustainability. Goals would include:
• Focussing on the social aspects of the structural change
• Revitalising territories that rely on fossil fuels using the Just Transition Fund,
• Ensuring that EU subsidies go to environmentally sustainable companies and
enhancing sustainable financing to companies in the decarbonisation process
• Using the Border Carbon Adjustments mechanism to help protect EU
manufacturers and jobs from unfair international competition
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• Exploiting the circular economy, privileging the "energy efficiency first"
principle, energy savings and renewable energy technologies
• Using gas to transition away from fossil fuels, and hydrogen as a potential
breakthrough technology
• Investing in artificial intelligence (AI) and implementing a single European
digital and data market, building a better digital taxation system and
developing European standards on cybersecurity
• Investing more in research and development
• Revising EU antitrust rules to ensure global competitiveness
In a resolution adopted on 16 December, answering the European Commission’s
communication “An SME strategy for a sustainable and digital Europe” of 10 March
2020, the European Parliament called for an updated strategy for small and mediumsized enterprises to reflect the impact that the Covid-19 crisis has had on them and
providing support for the move to digitalisation and decarbonisation. MEPs
highlighted the need for immediate funding and liquidity to ensure these firms can
survive. They also called on EU countries to encourage companies to accelerate the
use of e-commerce solutions.
Author :
Pierre Lucas

Digital Policy
EU Council Conclusions on “Digitalisation for the Benefit of the Environment”
At its meeting on 17 December, the EU “Competitiveness” Council adopted a set of
conclusions supporting the European Commission’s identification of the “twin
challenge” of the green transition and the digital transformation, and insisting that
solutions for this twin challenge requires policy coherence and close cooperation of
different policy areas. The Conclusions are built around six chapters:
• A European data space for the European Green Deal, including the
establishment of European data spaces in strategic areas as presented in the
European Strategy for Data, the establishment of a European Green Deal data
space involving public and private actors
• Leveraging digital solutions to enhance environmental protection, climate
action, nature conservation and circularity. The Commission is to both develop
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regulatory requirements on products information and convene stakeholders to
develop mutually agreed protocols, taxonomies and classifications to facilitate
information-sharing along value chains
• Investments in digital solutions for a sustainable transformation of the
economy and society, with focus on financing for key enabling technologies
(including the necessary hardware developments and a secure data
infrastructure), such as, but not limited to, AI, blockchain, the Internet of
Things (IoT), and high-performance computing
• More environmentally friendly information and communication technology
• Using artificial intelligence (AI) to advance environmental protection
• Strengthening support for research and innovation
Author :
Pierre Lucas

Revision of the Directive on security of networks and information
systems (NIS Directive)
On 16 December 2020, the European Commission presented a Proposal for a
Directive on measures for high level of cybersecurity across the Union (NIS 2
directive):
The proposal aims to address the shortcomings of the current NIS Directive, by:
• expanding its scope with the addition of new sectors (providers of public
electronic communication networks or services; digital services such as social
networking services platforms and data centre services; waste water and
waste management; space; manufacturing of certain critical products including electrical and mechanical equipment, defined in the proposal as
“important entities”; postal and courier services; food; public administration)
based on their criticality for the economy and society, and by introducing a
clear size cap - meaning that all medium and large companies in selected
sectors will be included in the scope. At the same time, it leaves some flexibility
for Member States to identify smaller entities with a high security risk profile.
• eliminating the distinction between operators of essential services and digital
service providers. Entities would be classified based on their importance and
divided respectively in essential and important categories with the
consequence of being subjected to different supervisory regimes.
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• strengthening security requirements for the companies, by imposing a risk
management approach providing a minimum list of basic security elements
that have to be applied. The proposal introduces more precise provisions on
the process for incident reporting, content of the reports and timelines.
• addressing security of supply chains and supplier relationships by
strengthening supply chain cybersecurity for key information and
communication technologies. Member States, in cooperation with the
Commission and the European Cybersecurity Agency ENISA, will carry out
coordinated risk assessments of critical supply chains, building on the
approach taken in the context of the Commission Recommendation on
Cybersecurity of 5G networks.
• introducing more stringent supervisory measures for national authorities,
stricter enforcement requirements and harmonised sanctions regimes across
Member States.
• establishing a basic framework with responsible key actors on coordinated
vulnerability disclosure for newly discovered vulnerabilities across the EU and
creating an EU registry operated by ENISA.
Author :
Pierre Lucas

Machinery Directive (MD)
The last Machinery Working Group video conference took place on 9 and 10
November 2020. A considerable part of the meeting was dedicated to the
Commission presentation of its draft proposals to revise the legal text of the
Machinery Directive, on the basis of the inputs collected from Member States and
some stakeholders. The Commission requested machinery experts to provide their
feedback on the proposed changes by 8 December. Many of the proposals consisted
of specific requirements in Annex I regarding new technologies, as well as changes to
certain definitions (e.g. partly completed machinery) and introducing additional
provisions to allow digital documentation.
The European Commission is currently working on the impact assessment report and
the official proposal to be published by the end of March 2021. The aim is to include
the MD proposal in the Package on Artificial Intelligence.
Author :
Ioana Smarandache
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Outdoor Noise Directive (OND)
The European Commission released its long-awaited report on the evaluation of the
Outdoor Noise Directive in November 2020 (see also the executive summary here).
The Commission has also published the accompanying Staff Working Document.
In light of the five usual criteria - effectiveness, efficiency, relevance, coherence and
EU added value - the evaluation reaches a positive conclusion. In short, the directive
met its main objectives and brought health and environmental benefits. However, the
legal provisions proved insufficient to motivate consumers to buy quieter equipment
and manufacturers to develop quieter machines. The original objectives are still valid
today: ensuring free movement of outdoor equipment, reducing permissible noise
levels, and providing information to the public. The report also points out costs for
manufacturers and the lack of market surveillance. Finally, it highlights critical issues
to be addressed due to the non-adaptation to the technical progress, including the
scope, noise limits, test codes and measurement methods, and conformity
assessment procedures.
As regards the next steps, the European Commission will assess two main options to
update this piece of legislation: 1. revising the Annexes of the Directive (especially
measurement methods) through delegated acts; or 2. revising the whole directive.
The next meeting of the European Commission Working Group will take place on 17
March 2021 (via videoconference). It will focus on the results of the evaluation and the
preferred option for the revision.
Author :
Anne-Claire Rasselet

Electromagnetic Compatibility Directive
(EMCD)
The public consultation on the evaluation of the Electromagnetic Compatibility
Directive (EMCD) was launched in October 2020 and will run until 29 January. The
Commission aims to collect feedback from relevant stakeholders but also EU citizens
that are concerned about any EMC-related issues, in order to get a better
understanding of the performance of the Directive and whether or not particular
types of equipment still pose a problem.
In the context of the evaluation study, a stakeholder workshop was organised by the
consultant CSES on 22 October. The consultant provided a summary of the
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preliminary findings of the study: in general, there are positive perceptions about the
EMCD effectiveness (clarity of legal text), efficiency, relevance, and internal
coherence.
Some implementation challenges were highlighted, notably concerning the
standardisation process. In short, the main bottlenecks are related to the timeframes
for the development of product-specific harmonised standards. At the same time, old
standards remain published even when new harmonised standards are close to being
cited, coupled with delays in the citation of the standards, which leads to regulatory
uncertainty. Other challenges that were pointed out relate to the coherence of the
EMCD with other Directives: in other words, there seems to be a coherence issue in
terms of harmonised EMC standards being developed under the EMCD and RED
respectively.
As for next steps, the consultant plans to issue the final study report by April 2021.
Author :
Ioana Smarandache

New Legislative Framework (NLF) - Blue
Guide
The European Commission has embarked on the evaluation of the New Legislative
Framework. The process started with the publication of an evaluation Roadmap
/Inception Impact Assessment. The evaluation will cover certain aspects of the NLF,
except the provisions of the Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 relating to market
surveillance which were already revised (through the Market Surveillance Regulation
(EU) 2019/1020 that will replace those provisions as of July 2021).
The evaluation objective is to reassess the fitness for purpose of the NLF in view of
the ever-evolving digital environment and the increasing digitalisation of products, as
well as the fast growth of circular economy concepts (e.g. remanufacturing). The NLF
performance will be analysed against the usual evaluation criteria (effectiveness,
efficiency, relevance, coherence, EU added value).
In particular, the assessment is intended to focus on whether:
• the NLF is suited to address the way products may be changing during their
lifetime both to support the take-up of smart connected or remanufactured
products and to ensure safety;
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• the conformity assessment procedures remain fit for purpose and ensure the
safety and compliance with the applicable legislation for products placed on
the EU market;
• the rules for notified bodies are robust enough to ensure the competence of
those bodies;
• the accreditation system works well and ensures that the competence of the
notified bodies intervening in the conformity assessment procedures is
sufficiently guaranteed;
• affixing the CE marking and other product information to the product itself
continues to be adequate;
• the lack of a crisis instrument for urgency situations (e.g. current COVID-19
crisis) renders the NLF less effective or efficient than it should be
In terms of next steps, the public consultation on the NLF evaluation is foreseen in the
first quarter of 2021. The revision of the Blue Guide is running in parallel with the NLF
evaluation – the revised Blue Guide is expected by the end of July 2021.
Author :
Ioana Smarandache

Standardisation Policy
The latest SMAART web meeting was held on 26 October. The European Commission
informed participants about a draft standardisation request on batteries that is
currently under inter-service consultation.
Among the main topics discussed, industry participants raised the issue of including a
standardisation chapter in the draft revised Blue Guide, while the current
standardisation discussions on the role of harmonised standards have not been
concluded yet. Industry proposed the alternative of publishing the Blue Guide without
changes to the section on the use of harmonised standards and therefore keeping the
existing text from 2016 unchanged.
On the Standardisation Strategy, the Commission announced that the work is still in
the early phase, but stakeholders will soon be consulted before the adoption of the
Strategy. Industry stakeholders pointed out the ongoing problems related to the
citation of harmonised standards, which seem to have increased for several sectors.
One of the main reasons are shortfalls in the interaction between the HAS
consultants, the Commission and the technical committees. As a result, many
standards are not offered by the European Standardisation Organisations to the
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Commission for publication but are instead just published as simple European
standards.
The next Committee on Standards (CoS) meeting is scheduled for 8 March 2021, to
be preceded by the SMAART meeting 2-3 weeks earlier.
Author :
Ioana Smarandache
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MARKET ACCESS

Issues of General Interest

EU – UK (Brexit)
After intense negotiations, the UK and the EU finally reached a deal on 24th December
2020. The draft Trade and Cooperation Agreement consists of three main pillars:
• A Free Trade Agreement that covers not just goods and services but also
investment, competition, State aid, tax transparency, air and road transport,
energy and sustainability, fisheries, data protection, and social security
coordination. It provides zero tariffs and zero quotas on and goods that comply
with the appropriate rules of origin. He agreement also maintains UK’s
participation in some EU programmes for the period 2021-2027, such as
Horizon Europe.
• A new framework for law enforcement and judicial cooperation in criminal
and civil law matters
• A horizontal agreement on governance
Despite this agreement, there are important changes since 1st January 2021. The UK
has left the EU Single Market and Customs Union. Free movement of persons, goods,
services and capital has stopped.
The UK has already ratified the agreement. In the EU, ratification still needs to be
completed but it was decided to apply the agreement on a provisional basis until 28th
February 2021.
For more information, see:
• Full “Agreement in Principle”
• Q&A
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• EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement: A new relationship, with big
changes - Brochure
• EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement: A new relationship, with big
changes - Overview of consequences and benefits
• EU-UK Relations: From the UK referendum to a new Trade and Cooperation
Agreement - Infographic
• EU-UK Relations: From the UK referendum to a new Trade and Cooperation
Agreement - Timeline
Author :
Olivier Janin

Free Trade Agreements – overview
Country
Singapore

Current Status
Trade
and
investment
agreements were adopted in
October 2018. On 21 November
2019 the Free Trade Agreement
entered into force.

Next steps
Investment Protection Agreement to be
ratified by all the Member States before
entering into force. Here more
information

Vietnam

The FTA entered into force on
1st August 2020.
Ongoing negotiations for a free
trade agreement. In June 2019,
EU and Mercosur reached a
political agreement. The
Commission has published a
draft sustainability impact
assessment.
Ongoing negotiations for an
Investment
Agreement.
Agreement in principle reached
on 30th December 2020

Here more information

Mercosur

China

Australia

On the occasion of a high-level meeting,
the different sides discussed a way
forward for the ratification and entry into
force of the EU-Mercosur Agreement.
Here more information

The text of the agreement is being
finalised and will need to be legally
reviewed before submission for approval
to the EU Council and the European
Parliament.
Ongoing negotiations for a free The date for the next round of
trade agreement. 9th round of negotiations is scheduled March 2021.
negotiations took place on 30 Here more information
November – 11 December.
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New Zealand

Indonesia

Tunisia

Chile

ESA (Eastern
and Southern
Africa
countries:
Comoros,
Madagascar,
Mauritius,
Seychelles and
Zimbabwe)

Ongoing negotiations for a free
trade agreement. 9th round of
negotiation took place on 23-30
November. This round resulted
in a provisional agreement on
two additional chapters: ‘Small
and
Medium
Enterprises
(SMEs)’
and
‘Capital
Movements’
Ongoing negotiations for a free
trade agreement. The latest
round of negotiations took
place on 15-26 June 2020. The
European Commission has
published conclusions of the
sustainability impact
assessment

The date for the next round of
negotiations is not scheduled yet. Here
more information

Ongoing negotiations for a free
trade agreement. 4th round of
negotiations took place in 28-30
April/1-2 May 2019 in Tunis.
Ongoing negotiations to revise
and modernise the free trade
agreement. 8th round of
negotiations took place in
September
2020
via
teleconference.
Ongoing
negotiations
to
deepen the existing Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA).
3rd round of negotiations took
place on 24-27 November.

Negotiations are at a standstill due to
change of government in Tunisia and civil
society protest. Here more information

The date for the next round of
negotiations is not scheduled yet. Here
more information

The 9th round of negotiations is
scheduled in January 2021. Here more
information

The date for the next round of
negotiations will take place in April.
Here more information

Author :
Olivier Janin
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ENVIRONMENT

RoHS2 Directive
• Renewal of exemptions
Requests to renew exemptions 6(a), 6(b), 6(c), 7(a), 7(c)-I, 7(c)-II, 15 & 34 for Category
11 (i.e. new equipment falling in the scope since July 2019), were submitted to the
European Commission by the Umbrella Project - an industry coalition - early October.
As a reminder, existing RoHS exemptions are valid until 2024 and shall remain valid
until a decision on the renewal application is taken by the European Commission.
Further to the series of renewal requests submitted by the industry in Januray 2020,
the Commission has contracted external consultants, namely Oeko-Institut together
with Fraunhofer IZM, to perform the technical assessment. The assessment of sixteen
requests for nine RoHS exemptions started in December: it is named RoHS project
(‘Pack 22’). The study shall cover lead related exemptions 6(a)/6(a)-I, 6(b)/6(b)-I, 6(b)II, 6(c), 7(a), 7(c)-I and 7(c)-II (Annex III). The stakeholder consultation runs until 3
March 2021. For more details, please see the Technical specifications and the Project
Description.
Moreover, DG Environment has two new Policy Officers working on RoHS: Madalina
Laxton and Hendrik Engelkamp. Mr Engelkamp is the new contact point for RoHS
Exemptions.
• RoHS General Review
The RoHS General Review was not included in the 2021 Work Programme of the
European Commission. The legislative proposal is postponed to 2022, while the
Commission evaluation report is still expected for 2021. The Commission is expected
to launch in the course of 2021 a public consultation and to prepare an impact
assessment.
Author :
Timothée Tierny
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Circular Economy Policy
• Sustainable Products Initiative
The European Commission had launched a public consultation on the Sustainable
Products Initiative roadmap in the autumn 2020. All contributions are available here.
The main point of interest for most stakeholders includes broadening the scope of the
Ecodesign Directive, mandatory requirements for recycled content in products,
mandatory information and labelling obligations, and digital product passports. The
four points face a notable split between support, disagreement, and reluctance
among business associations and member states, and strong support from NGOs.
When it comes to EU-wide mandatory Green Public Procurement (GPP) criteria and
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) fees, most stakeholders express positive
comments. The situation is the opposite for the use of the Product Environmental
Footprint (PEF) methodology, which is heavily criticised by most industry associations
and the European Environmental Bureau (EEB). Lastly, most stakeholders raised
concerns on the use of related legal instruments, like REACH, RoHS, and Ecodesign:
these pieces of legislation should be used only for their intended goals and double
regulation must be avoided.
On 20 November 2020, the European Commission also held an Ecodesign and Energy
Labelling Consultation Forum, during which it organised a first live discussion on the
Sustainable Products Initiative. The main point of discussion was again the widening
of the Ecodesign Directive’s scope to tackle non-energy related products.
As next steps, another public consultation will be launched in spring 2021. The
European Commission’s legislative proposal is planned for adoption in the 4th quarter
of 2021.
• Environment Council Conclusions on the Circular Economy Action Plan
On 17 September 2020, the Environment Council approved its conclusions titled
‘’Making the Recovery Circular and Green’’ in response to the European Commission’s
Circular Economy Action Plan (CEAP).
They provide political guidance on the large spectrum of actions envisaged in the
CEAP and seek balance between the Commission’s ambitious approach and a broad
range of implementation issues, including the different starting points of Member
States.
The conclusions highlight the role of circular economy in the recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic and stress the importance of digitalisation. They also welcome
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the initiative to widen the scope of the Ecodesign Directive, the proposal for a new
Batteries Regulation, the upcoming Sustainable Products Policy Framework, and the
establishment of a ‘’right to repair’’. Likewise, it stresses the need to increase citizen
information and training efforts.
Furthermore, the document notes the importance of EU minimum requirements for
recycled content in specific products and the halt of waste exports to third countries
that cannot process this waste. The Council also supports required mandatory
recycled content quotas to strengthen the marked for secondary raw materials.
Author :
Dimitar Kolichev*
*Interim issue manager until the return of Marina Guajardo from maternity leave

Issues of General Interest

Chemicals Policy
Following the CARACAL meeting held on 17 November, Environment Ministers
exchanged views on the Commission's newly presented chemicals strategy for
sustainability on 17 December. As a reminder, the strategy adopted by the European
Commission on 14 October lists a series of measures to achieve the EU’s zero pollution
ambition for a toxic-free environment and is a key component of the European Green
Deal. In short, Member States gave broad support to the strategy and considered its
general level of ambition to be appropriate. Delegations expressed their interest in
further working on future proposals that are part of the strategy and remaining
closely involved in its implementation. Many asked for a common definition and
criteria for essential uses, which require a political decision with the involvement of
civil society. Finally, there was a broad support for the European Commission’s
proposal to amend REACH in a targeted way and to phase out all non-essential uses
of PFAS.
The Portuguese Presidency will now continue to work on this topic and will present
draft Council conclusions on the strategy.
Author :
Timothée Tierny
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REACH
• Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC)
The EU’s General Court ruled on 16 December 2020 that the European Chemicals
Agency (ECHA) was correct to determine that the widely-used endocrine disruptor
bisphenol A was a substance of very high concern due to its impact on wildlife. As a
reminder, ECHA identified this substance as a Substance of Very High Concern
(SVHC) in 2018, concluding that the endocrine disrupting chemical can have serious
effects on the environment, equivalent in concern to being a carcinogen or mutagen.
As a consequence, some uses will no longer be exempted, such as packaging of
medicinal products or food contact materials. In addition, the concentration limit
applicable to the presence of those substances in mixtures becomes 0,1% weight by
weight for the purposes of being exempted from authorisation requirements.
Moreover, the European Commission has organised a consultation to update the
entries in the REACH Authorisation List (Annex XIV) for 4 phthalates: bis(2ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP), dibutyl phthalate (DBP), benzyl butyl phthalate
(BBP) and diisobutyl phthalate (DIBP), due to their endocrine disrupting properties.
The consultation closed on 5 January 2021.
Furthermore, new intentions to identify a substance of very high concern have been
received for:
o 2-(4-tert-butylbenzyl)propionaldehyde and its individual stereoisomers (EC -;
CAS -)
o 1,4-dioxane (EC 204-661-8, CAS 123-91-1)
o orthoboric acid, sodium salt (EC 237-560-2, CAS 13840-56-7)
o phenol, alkylation products (mainly in para position) with C12-rich branched
or linear alkylchains from propene oligomerisation, covering any individual
isomers and/or combinations thereof (PDDP) (EC -, CAS -).
Finally, the European Commission has requested ECHA to prepare a proposal to
identify alkanes, C14-17, chloro as SVHC for submission in February
2021. Identification of SVHCs may lead to further risk management through
authorisation.
• Restriction
The German authorities are preparing a restriction proposal on bisphenol A (4,4’isopropylidenediphenol ) and structurally related bisphenols of similar concern where
they will assess the associated risks to the environment. The intention was submitted
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on 1 October 2020. The call for evidence on the proposal has been extended from 15
January 2021 until 15 February 2021.
Furthermore, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Denmark are working
on a REACH restriction proposal to limit the risks to the environment and human
health from the manufacture and use of all PFAS. This is a large family of thousands
of synthetic chemicals that are widely used throughout society. A call for evidence
was held during the summer of 2020. ECHA organised a webinar on 29 October 2020
to learn about the REACH restriction process and the status of the proposed PFAS
restriction. ECHA indicated during the webinar the potential timing with an entry into
the Registry of Intentions (RoI) during the first half 2021, a submission to ECHA during
the first half 2022 and a decision by the REACH Committee in 2025.
In addition, the ECHA Committees SEAC and RAC continued their discussions on the
restriction proposal submitted by Germany concerning the manufacture, use and
placing on the market of PFHxA, its salts and the related substances. Due to their
unique properties, perfluorinated substances like perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA) are
used to manufacture articles and products in large quantities in the EU. The opinion
development has been extended on this proposal for two reasons: the high number
of comments received through the wide stakeholder consultation and to allow more
time for evaluating the derogation requests. An agreement is expected in March
2021. Furthermore, the consolidated opinions of the Committees for Risk Assessment
and Socio-economic Analysis for perfluorohexane-1-sulphonic acid (PFHxS), its salts
and related substances, submitted by Norway, are available on ECHA’s website.
Moreover, the Committee for Socio-economic Analysis (SEAC) has adopted its
opinion on a landmark restriction proposal, which would ban microplastics in products
such as cosmetics, detergents and fertilisers, and could lead to a ban of its use as soft
infill on artificial turf sports pitches. The adoption of SEAC’s opinion follows an earlier
opinion by the Committee for Risk Assessment (RAC) in June 2020. Both committees
concluded that an EU-wide restriction under the EU’s chemicals legislation REACH is
the most appropriate means to address the risks of billions of small, solid plastic
particles polluting the environment. SEAC also concluded on the expected benefits
and costs to society of the proposal.
In addition, Norway has submitted an intention to restrict the manufacture, use and
placing
on
the
market
of
1,6,7,8,9,14,15,16,17,17,18,18Dodecachloropentacyclo[12.2.1.16,9.02,13.05,10]octadeca-7,15-diene ("Dechlorane
Plus"™) [covering any of its individual anti- and synisomers or any combination
thereof] (EC 236-948-9, CAS 135821-03-3, 13560-89-9, 135821-74-8) on 26 August
2020 for submission on 9 April 2021.
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Also, the Netherlands' submission of the restriction report on N,Ndimethylacetamide (DMAC) (EC 204-826-4, CAS 127-19-5) and 1-ethylpyrrolidin-2one (NEP) (EC 220-250-6, CAS 2687-91-4) has been postponed until 1 October 2021.
Finally, TDFAs in spray products for consumers are restricted as of 2 January. The
restriction aims to reduce the risk of lung injuries for citizens using spray products,
such as aerosol dispensers, pump sprays and trigger sprays. Diisocyanates are also
restricted under REACH.
• Authorisation
The European Commission has finally authorised five out of the six essential uses of
chromium trioxide (EC 215-607-8; CAS 1333-82-0) applied by the CTAC consortium.
These authorised uses are: formulation (use 1); hard chrome plating (use 2); surface
treatment aeronautics and aerospace (use 4); miscellaneous surface treatment (use
5); and passivation of tin-plated steel (ETP) (use 6). The review period for all uses will
expire on 21 September 2024, thus 7 years after the Sunset Date of chromium trioxide
under Annex XIV REACH. Please find both the press release and the new Q&A
published by the CTAC Submission Consortium, in order to assist with the
implementation.
Moreover, the European Commission has organised a consultation regarding a draft
implementing regulation on applications for authorisation and review reports for the
uses of substances in the production of legacy spare parts. This draft regulation
implements Articles 61(1), 62(4)(e) and 62(5)(a) of the REACH regulation as regards
applications for authorisation and review reports for the production of legacy spare
parts and the repair of articles or complex products no longer produced. The feedback
period was from 16 December 2020 to 13 January 2021.
• Enforcement
ECHA Forum’s seventh REACH enforcement project has found that a valid
registration was completely missing for 77 out of 1 193 (6.5 %) inspected substances
needing a registration. Moreover, 180 (15 %) of the substances were non-compliant
with at least one of the registration-related obligations checked in the scope of the
project. This includes the duty to register but also, for example, the duty to update
the dossier, use intermediates under strictly controlled conditions, submit correct
tonnage information or comply with requirements for only representatives.
• Brexit
All registration processes on dossiers submitted by UK companies are now
terminated if they were not fully completed before the end of the transition period on
31 December 2020. In addition, any transfer of registrations by a UK company needed
to be initiated before 31 December 2020 and needs to be accepted by the successor
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as soon as possible in 2021, and latest by 31 March 2021. Failing to do so will lead to
the revocation of the registrations. This means in practice that, since the end of the
transition period:
o All pending UK submissions in REACH-IT are terminated
o No registration numbers are issued to UK companies
o Companies in the UK cannot perform any actions as duty holders in REACH-IT
o All registrations held by or returned to UK companies will be revoked gradually
in REACH-IT
The above does not apply to dossiers submitted by companies in Northern Ireland,
who have updated their country code in REACH-IT. REACH continues to apply to
these companies due to the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland.
• Persistent organic pollutants (POPs)
ECHA organised a consultation on the draft EU proposal for listing chlorpyrifos (EC
220-864-4, CAS 2921-88-2) in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants. The deadline for comments was 9 December 2020.
ECHA has also further updated its chemicals database - the dissemination platform which now also integrates persistent organic pollutant (POP) key datasets. The key
datasets available are the list of identified POP substances and a list of substances
proposed as POPs. A property of concern for POPs has also been added to the
infocards and advanced search.
Moreover, the Commission published its delegated regulation (and its Annex), which
amends Annex I to Regulation (EU) 2019/1021 as regards perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA), its salts and PFOA-related compounds.
Author :
Timothée Tierny

REACH and Nanomaterials
As a new development, companies must now provide a name for the nanoforms or
sets of nanoforms of their substance when registering nanomaterials under the
REACH Regulation. This will make it easier to refer to registered nanoforms in
regulatory decisions and safety data sheets. The change took effect on 2 November
following the new release of IUCLID. Companies that have already registered their
nanoforms do not need to undertake any immediate action but will be required to
provide a name in the next update of their registration dossier. The new manual helps
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to prepare dossiers that cover nanoforms of a substance. It contains advice gathered
through the first year of registration of nanomaterials under the amended REACH
annexes, and gives targeted advice on IUCLID sections where information needs to
be reported specifically for nanoforms. The manual is meant to be used as an add-on
to the generic registration manual. If the specific situation is not addressed in the
manual, ECHA also published a collection of Q&As for nanoforms.
Furthermore, the European Commission will launch a 12-weeks consultation on the
review of the Commission Recommendation on the definition of the term
“nanomaterial” early 2021. The consultation will take the form of a questionnaire
seeking feedback on the appropriateness of the definition in light of scientific
developments (e.g. progresses on detection tools, the rise of smart nanomaterials
and the emergence of alternative definition). The European Commission plans to
present the outcome of the review, and the expected revision of the
Recommendation by the end of 2021.
Author :
Timothée Tierny

EU Ecolabel
On 27 November 2020, the European Commission published a decision establishing
the EU Ecolabel criteria for electronic displays covering televisions, external
computer monitors and signage displays. This Decision is repealing the 2009 EU
Ecolabel Criteria for Televisions. The new criteria are valid until the end of 2028.
As support to the decision, the EU Commission Joint Research Centre published a
technical report in December 2020.
In addition, the Commission has proposed a decision for the revision of the EU
Ecolabel criteria for hard covering products (floor tile, wall tile, rooftile, block, slab,
panel, paver, kerb, table-top, vanity top and kitchen-worktop products for internal
or external use).
Author :
Laure Dulière
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Green Public Procurement
As part of the preparation of the revision of the EU Green Public Procurement (GPP)
Criteria for imaging equipment (printers and scanners), the EU Commission Joint
Research Centre has published a technical report intended to provide background
information to DG Environment. The report proposes to extend the scope of the
imaging equipment to include consumables products (printing cartridges).
EU GPP criteria aim at facilitating the purchase by public authorities of products,
services and works with reduced environmental impacts. The use of the criteria is
voluntary.
Author :
Laure Dulière

Revision of the Drinking Water Directive
On 15 December, the European Parliament adopted the revised Drinking Water
Directive (DWD) in plenary session after much delay following the agreement stroke
with the Council almost a year ago.
The Official Journal of the EU published the text on 23 December 2020. The date of
entry into force is 12 January 2021. Member States have until 12 January 2023 to
transpose the Directive into national law.
The text is an update of the first DWD adopted 20 years ago. The revision’s objective
is to tackle the negative effects of emerging pollutants on the quality of drinking
water. The new rules will improve the quality of tap water by tightening the maximum
limits for certain pollutants such as lead and harmful bacteria. They also aim to cut
plastic waste by encouraging the use of tap water.
By early 2022, the Commission will draw up and monitor a list of substances or
compounds of public or scientific concern to health. These will include
pharmaceuticals, endocrine-disrupting compounds (e.g. Bisphenol-A), and
microplastics. The Commission shall also establish European lists indicating which
substances are authorised to come into contact with drinking water.
Author :
Laure Dulière
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Environmental
(ETV)

Technology

Verification

A Commission staff working document on the evaluation of the of the EU pilot
programme on Environmental Technology Verification (ETV) was published on 26
October 2020. The document concluded that the ETV provides a robust and credible
system which is acceptable to the market, and is generally recognised for rigorous
procedures and guidance, peer review and quality control. Companies that had their
technology verified under the pilot programme considered that the system provide
value for money and generates sales. In particular, innovative SMEs recognise the
relevance of ETV for differentiating their products on the global market. One of the
staff working document’s recommendations is to broaden the range of technologies
covered by the scheme.
Author :
Laure Dulière
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ENERGY

Renewable Energy Sources
On 17 November, the European Commission launched an open public consultation
on the revision of the Renewable Energy Sources directive (RED), with a feedback
deadline by 9 February 2021. It follows a roadmap published on 3 August 2020. This
runs in parallel to the revision of the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED).

The revision of the RED is part of the preparatory work to deliver the ambitious 2030
emissions reduction targets identified in the European Green Deal and to accelerate
the transition to a more integrated energy system, outlined in the Energy System
Integration & Hydrogen strategies. It has also been highlighted as one of the key
action areas in the Renovation Wave Strategy Communication.
The RED is expected to put focus on the decarbonisation of heating and cooling (H&C)
and the introduction of a minimum requirement of renewables used in buildings.
Decarbonised gases, waste, and other alternative sources of energy are expected to
play a leading role.
The European Commission is expected to present a proposal for a revision in June
2021.
Furthermore, a study on “Policy Support for the Heating and Cooling
Decarbonisation” is carried out by a team of consultants from Trinomics on behalf of
the European Commission – DG Energy, with the final aim to develop a new EU
heating and cooling roadmap. It will serve as a practical tool for policy makers at
national and EU level to help design tailored approaches to decarbonising the heating
and cooling sector.
As part of this study, Trinomics is organising a series of 3 workshops/webinars. The
aim of the first webinar, which took place on 30 October, was to present the project
and facilitate an exchange on ways to achieve the decarbonisation of the Heating and
Cooling sector by 2050.
Author :
Dimitar Kolichev*
*Interim issue manager until the return of Marina Guajardo from maternity leave
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Energy Efficiency
Energy Efficiency Directive
On 17 November, the European Commission launched an open public consultation
on the revision of the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED), open for feedback until 9
February 2021. It follows the roadmap published on 4 August 2020. This revision runs
in parallel to the one on the RED, both of them being part of the main actions outlined
in the Renovation Wave Strategy, which calls for the directive to extend the
requirements scope of public administrations and increase their annual renovation
obligations.
The revised regulation is expected to address the ambition gaps of the EU’s energy
efficiency target of 32,5% for 2030, in view of the higher climate ambition.
The European Commission is expected to present the feedback results and a proposal
for a revision in June 2021.
In addition to the questionnaire, the Commission is organising stakeholder
consultation activities through a series of targeted expert workshops on specific
topics related to assessing different provisions of the Directive.
Author :
Dimitar Kolichev*
*Interim issue manager until the return of Marina Guajardo from maternity leave

Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD)
• Renovation Wave Initiative
The European Commission’s Communication on the Renovation Wave Strategy was
published on 14 October 2020. One of its main goals is to reduce energy poverty and
stimulate the construction ecosystem. Furthermore, it will drive a doubling of energy
renovation rates by 2030, which expects to create about 35 million renovated units,
and reduce building greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and energy emissions,
specifically in Heating and Cooling. All these efforts are designed to be part of the
post COVID-19 recovery and, through the estimated stimulus of the construction
sector and the general economy, to create 160,000 additional green jobs.
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The key action areas outlined in the communication include the revision of the Energy
Efficiency Directive and Renewable Energy Sources Directive, and strengthening the
EU Emissions Trading System (ETS), which will also include emissions from buildings.
All three pieces of legislation are expected to be updated by 2021.
Furthermore, the Ecodesign Directive and the product specific Ecodesign and energy
labelling delegated and implementing acts will also be developed in consideration of
the Renovation Wave Strategy’s objectives. Additionally, the Commission will launch
a range of further initiatives, including a proposal for a revision of the Energy
Performance of Buildings Directive, which should be published by the end of 2021.
• Smart Readiness Indicator
On 21 December, the Delegated Regulation and the Implementing Regulation on
the Smart Readiness Indicator were published in the Official Journal. This follows their
adoption by the European Commission in October and two months of scrutiny period
from the European Parliament and Council, which did not express objections.
As a reminder, this is an optional ‘smart readiness indicator’ (SRI) which can be used
to assess a building’s ability to adapt to advanced technologies in terms of its
performance capacity and energy flexibility. The SRI comes as a form of support to
the Energy Performance Certificate (EPC).
The Delegated Regulation establishes the SRI scheme, details the relevant definitions
and overall structure of the SRI, which includes calculation methodology, information
required for reporting, and the actors that are allowed to issue rating scores. The
Implementing Regulation details the technical modalities for the effective
implementation, including the relevant actors to issue the SRI, the coupling with
other schemes such as the EPCs, and the conditions for Member States’ testing
phase.
The acts enter into force on the 20th day following their publication in the Official
Journal.
Author :
Dimitar Kolichev*
*Interim issue manager until the return of Marina Guajardo from maternity leave
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Ecodesign Directive
• Ecodesign Working plan 2020-2024
The study on the Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Working Plan 2020-2024, which will
guide the European Commission’s work on individual product categories for the next
years, is currently on hold. The draft Task 3 report covering the durability aspect of
energy related products was published in the autumn 2020, while we are still waiting
for the final version. The second stakeholder meeting that was foreseen for the end
of November has not taken place either.
The study is likely to be prolonged in 2021 with the publishing of the next draft reports
and holding of the second stakeholder’s meeting in the 1st quarter of the year. The
study team is also working on Task 4: they will perform a more detailed analysis of the
product groups and possible horizontal measures. This will complement the analysis
in Task 3 to provide a more holistic picture of the products when including other
environmental impacts.
Once finalised, the study results will be used by the European Commission to decide
on the final Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Working Plan for the period 2020-2024.
• JRC study on the revision of the Methodology for the Ecodesign of Energy
Related Products (MEErP)
At the end of October 2020, the Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European
Commission has launched its supporting study on the revision of the Methodology for
the Ecodesign of Energy Related Products (MEErP). The MEErP is used to assess
technical, economic, environmental aspects of a specific product group and potential
improvement measures. The study’s objective is to propose changes to it in order to
tackle material efficiency and broader environmental aspects, and to enable the
inclusion of societal life cycle costs.
On 12 November, the Commission (DG GROW) and the JRC held a webinar on the
MEErP to explain the objectives, tasks, and work plan of the supportive study. The
Commission clarified that the MEErP revision will be done within the legal framework
of the current Ecodesign Directive, with a possibility to consider one or two aspects
beyond its scope.
As next steps, the next stakeholder meeting will take place in March or April 2021 and
will be followed by a second one. The study is expected to be finalised by the end of
2021 and deliver a revised MEErP document, Excel tools, and a supporting technical
report.
Author :
Dimitar Kolichev*
*Interim issue manager until the return of Marina Guajardo from maternity leave
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Ecodesign Directive - Update on Lots / implementing measures
On 20 November, Member States positively voted on the draft omnibus amendments
and annexes that modify several 2019 Ecodesign and Energy Labelling implementing
regulations.
ENER Lot 11 on Electric motors is one of the affected product groups. The draft text
foresees minor changes, mostly related to better definitions and clarifications. It adds
efficiency table for 60Hz motors, adds a clarification and an addition on the scope of
motors affected by the regulation, edits the variable speed drive definition, and
defines ‘declared values’.
ENER Lot 12 on Commercial refrigerators and freezers also sees minor changes and
better definitions. The proposed amendments also include a new definition of
‘declared values’, introduces a new temperature class M0 and a small change in table
5 in Annex VIII. It also states that vertical static-air cabinets with non-transparent
doors should be excluded from the regulation on refrigerating appliances with a direct
sales function. Lastly, it prolongs the entry into force for the changed parts of the
regulation.
After translation, the draft Ecodesign omnibus amendments have been sent for
scrutiny to the European Parliament and Council by mid-February. As a next step,
they will be published in the Official Journal of the EU in March or April 2021. When it
comes to the Energy Labelling amendments, they have been translated and adopted
by the Commission in December. Likewise, they will be sent for scrutiny by February
2021 and officially published in March or April.
ENER Lot 1: Boilers and Space Heaters and ENER Lot 2: Water heaters: The
consultancy team has uploaded on the project website their latest WG1/2/3 interim
report on space and combination heaters, which will be discussed during the next
meeting scheduled for 28 January 2021.
The report relates to Task 1, analysing in depth the policy options suggested in Task
6, planning to deliver a fist concrete proposal for the review of the Ecodesign and
Energy Labelling regulations, which will be discussed in the Consultation Forum in
spring 2021.
ENER Lot 38 Building Automation and Control System (BACS): Tasks 1 to 7 of the
draft final report for the BACS preparatory study new reports are now available here.
The European Commission and the study team also held the second stakeholder
meeting on 15 December. To access the PowerPoint presentation and some of the
stakeholder’s comments, please click here. The minutes from the meeting are
expected to be published in the same directory soon.
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ENER Lot 39 refrigerated containers (reefers): On 20 November, the European
Commission held an Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Consultation Forum on the
product category. The main points of discussion were the conclusions from Task 1 and
2 of the preliminary study and the evaluated policy options. As a reminder, the study’s
interim conclusion was not to set Ecodesign and Energy Labelling requirements for
refrigerated containers and instead to evaluate refrigerated containers for stationary
use as a subcategory of walk-in cold rooms.
Most stakeholders lean heavily in favour of including reefers for stationary use under
the scope of ENTR Lot 1: Professional refrigeration, when it is revised. There is a
widespread concern that any other regulation poses the danger of reefers being
registered as walk-in cold rooms to circumvent the legislation, thus harming actual
cold rooms and their energy savings requirements.
When it comes to the use of reefers for transportation, the issue will be further
investigated by the Commission and the consultant.
As next steps, the Commission will revise soon the regulations on professional
refrigerated storage cabinets (1094/2015) and that on professional refrigerated
storage cabinets, blast cabinets, condensing units and process chillers (1095/2015).
The supporting review study will start around February 2021.
Author :
Dimitar Kolichev*
*Interim issue manager until the return of Marina Guajardo from maternity leave

Issues of General Interest

Energy Union
On 14 October 2020, the European Commission adopted its 5th State of the Energy
Union Report which takes stock of the progress made in the five dimensions of the
Energy Union: decarbonisation, including renewables, energy efficiency, the internal
energy market, security of supply and research, innovation and competitiveness. The
Report is also accompanied by the individual assessment of the National Energy and
Climate Plans (NECPs), analysing the pathway and ambition of each Member State
towards the current 2030 climate and energy targets. The Commission also made
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recommendations for Member States’ potential use of the post COVID-19 Recovery
and Resilience Facility.
For more information, a dedicated Commission webpage includes a wide range of
detailed reports and annexes on the progress made in the five dimensions covered by
the Energy Union.
Author :
Laure Dulière

Energy Infrastructure Package
Offshore Renewable Energy
On 19 November 2020, the European Commission presented the EU Strategy on
Offshore Renewable Energy Communication. The Strategy proposes to increase
Europe's offshore wind capacity from its current level of 12 GW to at least 60 GW by
2030 and to 300 GW by 2050. The Commission aims to complement this with 40 GW
of ocean energy and other emerging technologies such as floating wind and solar by
2050. The strategy encourages the necessary investment to effectively develop
offshore renewable technologies - estimated at almost €800 billion between now and
2050.
As a Communication, the text lays out the political direction the Commission aims to
take. It has no direct legislative impact.
Author :
Laure Dulière
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DECARBONISATION
& CLIMATE CHANGE
National Energy and Climate Plans
National Energy and Climate Plans
The Joint Research Centre (JRC), the European Commission's science and knowledge
service, has published a report assessing the energy efficiency dimension of the
Member States’ (MSs) final national energy and climate plans (NECPs) for 2021-2030.
It evaluates their contributions towards the EU energy efficiency target in 2030 and
presents an overview of all relevant policies and measures reported by the MSs.
One of the key conclusions is that the national contributions to the EU target are
behind the 32.5% ambition, with current levels being equivalent to a 29.6% primary
and 29.4% final energy reduction in 2030. On the positive side, there have been
improvements following the recommendations issued by the Commission on the
draft plans. However, just less than half of the MSs have shown sufficient cumulative
energy savings measures in line with the Energy Efficiency Directive’s (EED) Article 7.
Furthermore, the study finds it impossible to assess whether the policy packages will
meet the ambitions from EED Article 3 and 5, and the Energy Performance of
Buildings Directive (EPBD) Article 2a. Beyond this, several overlaps in measures
reported under the EED Articles 5, 7 and EPBD Article 2a are identified, lowering the
aggregated ambition to be achieved by these provisions.
The report suggests that more efforts need to be spent to align national ambitions
with the EU goals. It also calls for more transparency in identifying the levels of
ambition in relation to the EED and urges to explore the implications of the COVID19 crisis on the energy and climate package.
Author :
Dimitar Kolichev*
*Interim issue manager until the return of Marina Guajardo from maternity leave
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F-gases
The public consultation on the F-Gas Regulation closed at the end of December. A
consultation meeting will follow by the end of Q1.
The European Commission has published their report on the availability of HFCs on
the EU market, which was due to be delivered (as per the F-Gas Regulation), before
the end of 2020. The report concludes that there is no shortage of HFCs in the Union
market. After sharp increases, prices are declining as a result of different factors:
successful transition to alternatives in some important sectors, better leakage
prevention and higher reclamation rates, stock building in 2017 to prepare for the
2018 phase-down step, and the change of traditional supply chains. Actions started
to address illegal imports should produce effect (in particular the EU Customs Single
Window). The situation must continue to be monitored as a new phase-down step is
foreseen for 2021.
Author :
Olivier Janin

Ozone Depleting Substances
The European Commission is currently reviewing the ODS Regulation. Last
November, an evaluation report concluded that the Regulation was generally fit for
purpose though there were some opportunities for improvement, notably in terms of
efficiency and simplicity. A consultation meeting is scheduled on 26 January 2021. A
proposal for a revision is expected at the end of the first semester 2021.
Author :
Olivier Janin

Issues of General Interest

Sustainable finance
Taxonomy Regulation
In the context of the implementation of the 2020 Taxonomy Regulation that sets up
the framework for defining environmentally sustainable economic activities for
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investment purposes, the Commission prepared a draft Delegation Regulation
establishing the technical criteria for identifying such activities. The draft act focuses
on technical screening criteria for climate change mitigation and adaptation, based
on the recommendations in the report of the Technical Expert Group on Sustainable
Finance (TEG). This draft delegated act was submitted to stakeholders for
consultation from mid-November to mid-December 2020. Energy systems
technology industry stakeholders expressed their deep concern that the criteria did
not include the manufacturing of technological products contributing to climate
change mitigation and adaptation whereas the use of such technology is covered.
The draft Delegated Act and its annexes can be downloaded on the Commission
consultation webpage.
Author :
Laure Dulière

Revision of EU Emissions Trading Scheme
On 13 November, the Commission launched public consultations for preparing the
revision of the EU Emissions Trading System Directive and the Effort Sharing
Regulation. Both legislations need to be updated to support the new EU emission
reduction objectives, set at -55% by the Commission.
The consultations are open for feedback until 5 February 2021 and their results will
feed the Impact Assessments accompanying the Commission proposals for revising
these legislative files. The proposals are expected to be published in June 2021.
On 16 December 2020, the Commission adopted an implementing decision setting
out the annual emission allocations for 2021-2030 under the Effort Sharing Regulation
(ESR). The ESR sets binding annual greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions targets for
Member States for 2030 for emissions in sectors outside the EU ETS. These targets
are expressed into GHG emission limits in tonnes of CO2 equivalent for each year and
Member State between 2021 and 2030.
For more information please see the EU Commission press release.
Author :
Laure Dulière
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RESEARCH &
INNOVATION

Issues of General Interest

“Horizon Europe” (2021-2027)
The new R&D framework programme Horizon Europe (succeeding Horizon 2020) is
granted with a budget of around €95.5 billion for 2021-2027. This includes €90 billion
from the MFF and €5.4 billion from NextGenerationEU. Horizon Europe will be also
implemented through the European Defence Fund and complemented by the
Euratom Research and Training Programme. It consists of three pillars:
d) The Excellent Science pillar aims to increase the EU’s global scientific
competitiveness. It supports research projects defined and driven by top
researchers through the European Research Council, and funds fellowships for
experienced researchers, doctoral training networks, and researchers
exchanges
e) The Global Challenges and European Industrial Competitiveness pillar
supports research relating to societal challenges and reinforces technological
and industrial capacities through clusters. It sets EU-missions with goals
tackling some of the biggest problems posed to European society. It also
includes activities pursued by the Joint Research Centre which supports EU and
national policymakers with independent scientific evidence and technical
support.
f) The Innovative Europe pillar aims to make Europe a frontrunner in marketcreating innovation via the European Innovation Council. It also helps to
develop the overall European innovation landscape, by developing European
Innovation ecosystems and through the European Institute of Innovation and
Technology (EIT) which fosters the integration of the knowledge triangle of
education, research and innovation.
These pillars will be completed by five overarching “missions” that will focus on:
• Conquering Cancer: Mission Possible
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Targets by 2030: more than 3 million more lives saved, living longer and
better, achieve a thorough understanding of cancer, prevent what is preventable,
optimise diagnosis and treatment, support the quality of life of all people exposed to
cancer, and ensure equitable access to the above across Europe.
• A Climate Resilient Europe - Prepare Europe for climate disruptions and
accelerate the transformation to a climate resilient and just Europe by 2030
Targets by 2030: prepare Europe to deal with climate disruptions, accelerate the
transition to a healthy and prosperous future within safe planetary boundaries and
scale up solutions for resilience that will trigger transformations in society.
• Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters
Targets by 2030: cleaning marine and fresh waters, restoring degraded ecosystems
and habitats, decarbonising the blue economy in order to sustainably harness the
essential goods and services they provide.
• 100 Climate-Neutral Cities by 2030 - by and for the citizens
Targets by 2030: support, promote and showcase 100 European cities in their
systemic transformation towards climate neutrality by 2030 and turn these cities into
innovation hubs for all cities, benefiting quality of life and sustainability in Europe.
• Caring for Soil is Caring for Life
Targets by 2030: at least 75% of all soils in the EU are healthy for food, people, nature
and climate. The proposed mission combines research and innovation, education and
training, investments and the demonstration of good practices using “Living labs”
(experiments and innovation in a laboratory on the ground) and “Lighthouses” (places
to showcase good practices).
Author :
Pierre Lucas

Orgalim Information Bulletin 01 /21 – January 2021

PUBLICATIONS & EVENTS

PUBLICATIONS
Author

Date

Title

European Parliament

October 2020

Study - The environmental
impacts of plastics and
micro-plastics use, waste
and pollution: EU and
national measures

European Parliament

October 2020

Study - The role of Points
of Single Contact and other
information services in the
Single Market

European Commission

October 2020

Publication - Non-paper on
possible trade and climate
initiative in WTO

European Commission

November 2020

Report - Advanced
technologies for industry Product watch : solidstate-lithium-ion-batteries
for electric vehicles

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

November 2020

Publication - Implementing
the SET Plan - 2020 report

European Parliament

November 2020

At a glance - What if AI
could help us become
'greener'?
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European Parliament

November 2020

Briefing - Important
projects of common
European interest:
Boosting EU strategic
value chains

European Parliament

November 2020

Briefing - European
Commission work
programme 2021

European Parliament

November 2020

Briefing - Protection of
workers from exposure to
carcinogens or mutagens

European Parliament

November 2020

Study - Corporate social
responsibility (CSR) and its
implementation into EU
Company law

International Energy
Agency

November 2020

Report - Renewables 2020:
Analysis and forecast to
2025

European University
Institute

November 2020

Publication - Towards a
common European
framework for sustainable
urban mobility indicators

European University
Institute

November 2020

Publication - Linking
emissions trading systems
with different levels of
environmental ambition

European University
Institute

November 2020

Publication - A proposal for
a regulatory framework for
hydrogen guarantees of
origin

European Commission

December 2020

Publication Biodegradable plastics in
the open environment
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European Commission

December 2020

Publication - Energy
outlook analysis

European Commission

December 2020

Publication - Design and
development of a new high
nitrogen bearing steel, for
offshore wind turbine with
improved surface fatigue,
wear and corrosion
properties for in service life
increment (SteelWind)

European Commission

December 2020

Publication - Study on the
development of a
European Union
framework for digital
building logbooks

European Commission

December 2020

Study - Energy costs for
the industry in the EU and
main trading partners

European Commission

December 2020

Report - Circular economy
in the Africa-EU
cooperation: Country
report for South Africa,
Nigeria, Ghana, Morocco,
Senegal and Rwanda

European Commission

December 2020

Report - Prolonging life
time of old steel and steelconcrete bridges
(PROLIFE)

European Commission

December 2020

Report - Smarter lignite
open pit engineering
solutions (SLOPES)

European Commission

December 2020

Report - Nature-based
solutions - State of the art
in EU-funded projects
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European Commission

December 2020

Report - TWIP-Steels for
multi material design in
automotive industry using
low-heat joining
technologies
(JoiningTWIP)

European Commission

December 2020

Report - Improvement of
electrical arc furnace
operations with support of
advanced multiphysics
modeling SIMULations of
the EAF process
(SimulEAF)

European Commission

December 2020

Report - Report on the EU
customs enforcement of
intellectual property rights

European Commission

December 2020

Report - Study to support
investment for the
sustainable development
of the blue economy

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Publication - The 2020 EU
industrial R&D investment
scoreboard

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

2020

Publication - Material
System Analysis of five
battery-related raw
materials: Cobalt, Lithium,
Manganese, Natural
Graphite, Nickel

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Publication - Sustainability
competences

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Publication - Reflections on
a revision of the definition
of the EU SME
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Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Publication - Smart
specialisation and blue
biotechnology in Europe

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Report - The role of rare
earth elements in wind
energy and electric
mobility - An analysis of
future supply/demand
balances

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Report - A sustainable
recovery for the EU - A text
mining approach to map
the EU recovery plan to the
Sustainable Development
Goals

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Report - Research and
innovation in vehicle
design and manufacturing:
an assessment based on
the Transport Research
and Innovation Monitoring
and Information System
(TRIMIS)

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Report - The biomass of
European forests: an
integrated assessment of
forest biomass maps, field
plots and national statistics

Joint Research Centre
(European Commission)

December 2020

Report - Applying the
marine modelling
framework to estimate
primary production in EU
marine waters

European Parliament

December 2020

At a glance - What if
technology and culture
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combined to boost a green
recovery?
European Parliament

December 2020

At a glance - What if
blockchain could
guarantee ethical AI?

European Parliament

December 2020

Briefing - Critical raw
materials for the EU:
Enablers of the green and
digital recovery

European Parliament

December 2020

Briefing - The potential of
hydrogen for
decarbonising steel
production

EU Agency for
Cybersecurity (ENISA)

December 2020

Publication - AI
cybersecurity challenges:
Threat landscape for
artificial intelligence

EU Agency for
Fundamental Rights

December 2020

Report - Getting the future
right: Artificial intelligence
and fundamental rights

Eurostat (European
Commission)

December 2020

Report - Quality report on
European statistics on
international trade in
goods

European Central Bank

December 2020

Publication - Virtually
everywhere? Digitalisation
and the euro area and EU
economies: degree,
effects, and key issues

European Central Bank

December 2020

Publication - Climate
change and the macro
economy
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Body of European
Regulators for Electronic
Communications (BEREC)

December 2020

Publication - Work
Programme 2021

International Energy
Agency

December 2020

Report - Energy Efficiency
2020

International Energy
Agency

December 2020

Commentary - A policy
framework for accelerating
sustainable energy
transitions in heavy
industry

Organiser

Date

Name & Location

European Investment Bank

21 - 22 January 2021

EIB annual economics
conference - Europe: smart
and green

EVENTS

Webinar
EURACTIV

28 January 2021

Carbon-neutrality: how can
the EU and China cooperate to lead global
climate change efforts?
Webinar

The European Standards
Organizations CEN,
CENELEC and ETSI with
ENISA, the European
Union Agency for
Cybersecurity

2-3-4 February 2021

DIGITALEUROPE

3-4 February 2021

Cybersecurity
Standardization
Conference 2021
Webinar

Masters of Digital 2021

Orgalim Information Bulletin 01 /21 – January 2021

Webinar

EURACTIV

16 February 2021

Contributing to global
climate goals: how can the
gas infrastructure sector
develop low carbon and
renewable solutions?
Webinar

European Commission

22-26 February 2021

EU Industry Week 2021
Webinar
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